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INTRODUCTION 

Our Bible is a remarkable book. 

It is more than just a clever view of history it was written 
down by forty authors of all walks of life from king to 
labourers and all between It was written over a span of one- 
thousand-five-hundred-years in three languages, There is no 
way these writers could collaborate with one another and 
yet it has one unified theme and message all the way 
through. Peter said, “For the word was not written by the 
will and schemes of man, but holy men of God wrote under 
the power of the Holy Spirit 1 The Bible has many minor 
themes woven through it but it answers two overriding 
questions; What has gone wrong with the world and how 
can it be put right. The overall answer is, God is going to 
put it right, and he is going to do it by rescuing us from 
ourselves. The plot unfolds as to how he is going to do that 
in the story of redemption—the story of rescue. The Book 
of Genesis introduces us to the plot of this drama. 

When early Hebrews wanted to read Genesis, they picked 
out a papyrus scroll from a pitched lined storage box. 
Unrolling it enough to read the first few lines, they would 
check if it was the required scroll. If, “In the Beginning” 
were the first words, they would have the book we now call 
Genesis. As the Hebrew language declined, Greek began to 
rise. The Greeks added headings to the books. To make 


1 2 Peter 1: 2. 
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checking for accuracy easier, chapters were added later, and 
then chapters were further divided into verses. The scroll 
“In the Beginning” became “Genesis ” or “Origins”. 

If you take Genesis out, the rest of the bible doesn’t make 
sense because it introduces the plot. Imagine trying to 
follow the plot your favourite mystery drama after missing 
the first two-minutes. But many critics of scripture will try 
to say Genesis is an irrelevant book. Paul writes, “Just as 
death came through the first man Adam, so the resurrection 
comes through a man Jesus Christ '’. 2 How would you know 
who Adam was or what he got up to without reading 
Genesis. But Genesis introduces us to very many more 
origins. Life, Our universe, The world, Marriage, Bigamy, 
Family life, Civilization. Government, Culture, Literature, 
Arts, Sciences, Sin, Death, Murder, Music, War, Sacrifices, 
Idol worship and much more. Most important for the major 
plot of scripture is the introduction of the plan to achieve 
Salvation. 

We do have an age-old problem however, ancient Hebrew 
people thought very differently from twenty-first century 
English folk. It was not just language or grammar but the 
very thought patterns behind the language. Hebrew people 
were meticulous about accuracy. We saw that vividly when 
a young shepherd boy idly slinging stones, much as we can 
imagine David doing, suddenly heard a tinkle as one stone 
hit the clay jars containing what we now know to be the 


2 1 Corinthians 15: 21. 
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Dead Sea scrolls. One-thousand-years of time were 
spanned at that moment. Bible translators were told to hold 
their translating because we now had scrolls more than a 
millennium earlier to translate. Was it surprise or delight 
when they found no more minor differences that can be 
counted on one hand? Hebrew obsession with accuracy led 
to two system checks when copying writings. The first was 
that every Hebrew letter has a numerical value. So scribes 
would have a checksum figure at the end of every line. We 
use the same system today to prevent fraud every time you 
enter a bank card number. Another checking system was 
used to ensure accuracy in the main facts of a story. They 
called it Chiasma 3 . We know it under the name attributed to 
Bill Gates called “Bullet-Points ”. Chiasma has an added 
advantage because each “bullet-point” had a corresponding 
check. The whole of the Old-Testament is written in 
Chiasma 4 . What is a Chiasma and how does it work? Here 
is an example from Genesis chapter-three. 

Al, God Favoured Adam and Eve (the subjects of the story) 

Bl, God gives them a protected land to live in 

Cl, God makes a Contract with them sanctions apply 

Dl, God reserves certain properties as His by right 

E Satan argues a different perspective (The turning point) 

DT, They usurp God’s reserved properties 
CT, They Invalidate the contract sanctions are implemented 
BT, They loose access to the protected Land 
AT, They fall out of Favour (the checks and results) 


3 Sounded Kiasma 

4 You can google the chiasma of nearly every Old Testament passage for the chiasma pattern. 
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Chiasma is simply a story stripped down to its bare bones. 
It takes an A,B,C,B,A- Structure where 
Ai corresponds to AT Bi to Bt and so on. So: 

AT, God Favoured Adam and Eve. 

AT, Adam & Eve fall out of Favour. 

Bi God gives Adam & Eve protected land to live in. 

BT Adam & Eve lose access to protected land. 

And so on. Hebrew people used this system long before the 
days when things were written down. Besides aiding the 
memory it ensured the accuracy of the story. By using 
chiasma, the storyteller can be sure all the essential facts are 
relayed to the listener even if the ear rings Eve wore or the 
slogan on Adam’s tea shirt are imagined. 

God Favoured Adam and Eve over the Beasts of the field. 
The beasts may be dinosaurs or Homo-Neanderthal folk for 
all we know, that is unimportant to the story. God gave 
Adam and Eve a protected land to live as free people, they 
were responsible stewardship to use and organize 
everything in that land as they wished subject to a contract. 
In that contract God reserved certain rights and privileges. 
These, we are told, are the sole right of God to decide Good 
from Evil. 

The turning point of the story comes in D, when Adam and 
Eve deliberately usurp God’s reserved rights under the 
contract. That Invalidated the contract and invoked the 
Sanctions. Under the sanctions they were to lose access to 


Page 11 



Surfing the Old Testament Scriptures 


the protected land and to lose direct communication with 
God himself. They were to fall out of Favour with God. 
These are the essential facts of the story and clearly indicate 
that from the outset of creation, God gave human-beings 
Freedom within the bounds of His right to decide right from 
wrong. 

In relational terms, God required faith, trust and obedience 
from Adam and Eve, and indeed everyone else under this 
covenant. That is what God looks for when he judges. 
Deciding what is right or wrong are His part of the contract 
and will be the standard when He makes a judgement 
ruling. Faith and Obedience are the basis of this covenant 
and will remain the basis of all other covenants made in 
scripture. Any law or commandment, any sacrifices or 
ceremony, any attempt at good works will be based on and 
judged by these two requirements, Faith and obedience. 

The writer to Hebrews later writes: 

Cain and Abel both offered sacrifices to God. But Abel offered a better 
sacrifice to God because he had faith. Noah had faith and respect for 
God, Abraham travelled on the promised of God because he had faith. 5 


Why did God reserve the right to Judge good from evil? 
Judging good from evil is above the human pay grade for 
four reasons. First God wants the best for his creation not 

5 Hebrews 11:4. 
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for an individual. Remember God’s Motivation is always 
Love—even in his Justice. Secondly, God alone has the 
expertises and knowledge. Remember God has already had 
dealings with Satan and knows his ways, we do not. Third, 
God wanted Adam and Eve to remain innocent. When they 
ate from the tree they lost their innocence—it matters not 
what fruit it was, it was the act of wilful disobedience that 
called for the sanctions. Forth, but far from finally, If every 
human-being decides right and wrong for herself/himself, 
there will be no absolute right and wrong. Just think of the 
chaos and anarchy that causes now, what would it be if all 
laws and standards were removed from the world. We only 
have to look at Sodom & Gomorrah, or Babel, or the time 
before the great flood. Read again the time of the Judges 
when only a few chose to heed the laws. These times did 
not bring freedom, every person was striving to dominate 
others. 

Well, as we know, Adam and Eve fell by breaking the first 
contract with God. But God was not caught out because He 
immediately stated his second covenant. This time it was 
unconditional and not dependent upon the actions of his 
creation. God said to Adam and Eve, “You did not 
overcome Satan, but I will produce a seed from you that 
will overcome Satan. Satan may bruise the heal but this 
seed will bruise Satan’s head”. The writer to Hebrews 
wrote: 


Page 13 



Surfing the Old Testament Scriptures 

This promise he swore by Himself because there is no-one Higher and 
He cannot break a promise 6 

God is incapable of breaking a promise. That is why the 
promise became effective immediately. That is why 
Abraham could benefit from it through faith. That is why 
Job who lived two-thousand-years before Jesus could say: 

I know my redeemer lives and at a later date will stand upon the earth. 

Well of course we have the benefit of hindsight, but for 
them it raised many questions. Who will this redeemer be? 
How long must we wait before we see him? How will God 
keep his promise? What genetic line will he take? Who will 
live in faith and faithfulness in the meantime? Who will 
not? Exactly how does this promise work out in practice? 
At this point we are simply told. “One of your descendants 
wdl overcome Satan It is the beginning of a promise. If 
God can prove to keep this promise then he can be shown 
to be trustworthy. If not, then mankind might have to 
determine his own fate. 

Of course we are left with the old-perineal, “What is 
truth”? Here God has the advantage over man again. 
Before God makes a promise, He looks down the avenue of 
time to its last chapter. If what He wants to say is not there 
He does not say it. It is not truth. If it is, then He can make 
a promise and it is stands true. That is how God cannot 

6 Hebrews 6: 13 
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break a promise. That is why His promises becomes active 
at the moment they are spoken, even if the event appears 
much latter in history. When God “ said ... ” in Genesis 
chapter-one, it was done! You can argue how long it took 
but it was there long before the last chapter of time to prove it. 
History down to its dying days declares creation to be true. 
When you and I make a promise it can only be at best an 
intention and a hope, simply because we cannot see the end 
from the beginning. 

We must also examine at this stage the purpose of the 
Scriptures. The Hebrew people were interested in God as a 
personality. How can a person related to an unseen God? 
By what means can we converse or argue our case? These 
things were written down so generations to come could live 
alongside God. The Hebrew people were chosen to 
discover and relate with God and then teach the world how 
to do the same. Their language and culture developed out 
of these values and to enhance that possibility. When these 
papyri were translated into Greek much of the purpose was 
lost because Greeks were a materialistic and philosophical 
people. One very real loss we suffer today comes from the 
influence Greek culture had on the world. The Book of 
Genesis, for example, was turned from “In the beginning 
God”, to “Beginnings”! No longer was the book viewed to 
discover the nature of this God but now it was viewed to 
argue about the beginnings. We no longer looked for why 
God did what He did and what drove him to do it, now we 
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begin to ask how did these things come to pass. 
Philosophers and scientists were now free to argue, 6 we do 
not agree this is how it happened’ therefore God must be a 
liar and a fraud. Thus, today, God is dismissed because 
Greek thinking has taught us to ask how things are done 
and not why God wanted to do things. 

All this has led to a loss of respect for scripture. In olden- 
times, preachers who chose their own theme were called false 
prophets. Today we call it New-Age or Liberal preaching 
because anyone can do it. One modern day politician from 
the right, (who shall remain nameless), once sought to 
silence a theological student from the left by retorting “If 
the good Samaritan had not had capital he could not have 
paid the innkeeper, true or false ”1 To which the 
unsuspecting student, (had he only known his scriptures 
better), might have replied “But did not the two highest 
earners of the day, the priest and the lawyer, pass by on the 
other side”? Checkmate? I make no political point only 
illustrate how this use of scripture is prominent in society 
today. How it is banded about by so many who have barely 
read it. This only masks the real purpose of scripture which 
is to see the heart of God and understand His purposes. 
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Figure 2: Genesis -where are we? -time 
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Figure 4: Outline Genesis 
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Chapter 1 GENESIS 

There are two major themes in the Bible. The first is what 
has gone wrong with our world and the second what can be 
done to put it right. But before we get to it we first need to 
consolidate the background. 

The first Hebrew scroll has as its first words “In the 
beginning That is how the Hebrew reader knew this book 
was the first book. It was not until the bible was translated 
to Greek that it gained the title ‘Genesis’ which is Greek for 
4 origin’. Whenever you give something a name it 
influences the perception of its character. An unnamed 
disease is always worse in perception than a named one. 
When the Greeks named the book, it inadvertently changed 
its emphasis. 4 In the Beginning — God’, is only concerned 
with the character & purpose of God. ‘Genesis’ is 
concerned with ‘Beginnings ’. Understanding that, enables 
us see that Genesis is not just the first book but the 
foundational book of the Bible. If you take Genesis out of 
bible the Bible makes no sense. It becomes no more than a 
distant nation’s history. All the Old Testament is built on 
this book. Genesis is quoted more in the New Testament 
than any other book, (other than perhaps Isaiah). When 
asked questions, Jesus would often take his enquirer back to 
Genesis. 

The Pentateuch or first five books of Moses, (also known as 
the Torah to Hebrew readers), was mostly written down by 
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Moses and appended by Joshua after Moses’ death. So we 
have to ask, “How did Moses gather all the Ancestry”? 
There were several sources of ancestral records. First, the 
elder of each tribe would keep a record, usually in a pitch 
lined box to stop insects eating the papyrus. Judging by the 
structure of Genesis, this was probably the prime source. 
Genesis has several sections starting with “These are the 
generations of\ and these look very much like the records 
kept by elders. There were other writings about, Jude 
alludes to writings such as Enoch 7 . 

Genesis ends three-hundred-years before Moses was born, 
so he needed to draw on some records. We still have to 
question, How did he know about Genesis one through 
Three, These are pre-history. Psalm-one-hundred-and-three 
says “God made known to Moses ” and that part of Genesis 
is certainly totally different in style to the rest of the 
writings. That does not exclude the use of the three major 
university libraries existing at Egypt, Ur and Ebia, these 
contained the writings of Hammurabi who besides writing 
law also documented ancestry. 

Names are important in scripture and to the Hebrew people, 
both for their meaning and relationship. Names make 
relationships possible. God has a name making him 
relatable. The Hebrews called Him YHWH but there are no 
vowels in early Hebrew, so we say Yahweh. Yahweh is 


7 Jude 1: 14. 


Page 19 



Surfing the Old Testament Scriptures 


derived from the Hebrew meaning 4 1 Am’. In Hebrew that 
means - was, I am and I will always be’. Malachi- 
chapter-three 8 puts it this way “I am the Lord, and I don’t 
change ”. In any relationship it is the person in authority 
that gives the name. Moses asked the name of God to show 
submission to Him. Adam was given the task of naming to 
establish his authority or dominion. It was God who named 
Adam colloquially “ Earthy” or “Dusty”. Adam named 
Eve “Lively From what we read of this pair they are well 
named to their characters. Jesus often nicknamed people 
because names influence behaviour and relationship. 
Whenever Peter was rash or impulsive Jesus called him 
Simon, when he showed spiritual insight he called him 
Peter. 

Whether you consider them symbolic or physical, the two 
trees in the garden had names that give them significance. 
It is not their fruit that counts but the spiritual principle they 
express. God is Holy and has limits in his relationship with 
sinful creatures, (we will deal with this when we get to 
Leviticus). The significance of the name and nature of the 
‘Tree of Knowledge’ is in the relationship. Knowledge 
requires experience and, in this case, enough knowledge to 
Judge between good and evil. God reserves for himself that 
right because he alone has experience of Satan which Adam 
and Eve did not. God wanted them to remain innocent 
because without it the relationship between them would be 


8 Malachi3:6. 
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affected. If Adam and Eve sinned out of a learning curve 
there was room for correction through confession and 
repentance. But a stubborn resistance or defiance has no 
return to the original bond and must consequently end in 
separation from God. God is Holy and Pure and cannot 
allow sin in his presence for consequence of corruption. 
The Tree of Life is significant because, as it name implies, 
it limits the life of sin. If God allowed evil to be eternal, He 
would allow his universe to be evil forever. 

We are introduced to the issue of sin in chapter-three. We 
are shown the distinction between a mistake that comes out 
of ignorance such as it might from a learning curve, and a 
deliberate choice that questions God’s authority. We can 
see the questioning of God’s authority, first in the deliberate 
statement of Satan “Not so, you will not die but become like 
God”. The crux of this matter is in the deliberate decision 
to, “Become like God deciding good and evil This is not 
an innocent mistake of eating fruit. There is always a way 
back from acts of ignorance but never from defiance. Evil 
was not always in the world. It did not start with human- 
beings it started in the spiritual world with Lucifer. Evil 
isn’t something physical -it is moral and spiritual. It is an 
adjective not a noun and requires a noun to live in. If Adam 
had said, “No'\ Satan could not have corrupted the earth. 
“By one man s offence death reigned in all, is a statement 
about one man’s defiance of God which gave sin 
permission to enter creation. 
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‘‘For as by one man’s disobedience many were made sinners, so by the 
obedience of one shall many be made righteous”. 9 


In Genesis-Chapter-three we see the issues of the Old- 
Covenant and the New-Covenant in its full light. They are 
placed here side by side and remain so. From that point on, 
all creation will have a choice to accept one or the other. 
We will not have to wait until history and time allow for the 
events of Jesus and the cross to have taken place before we 
can enter the New-Covenant, it begins immediately. God’s 
covenant to put things right is in God’s promise. Adam and 
Eve submitted to Satan as humans, so a human must 
overcome Satan. The promise one of their seed would 
overcome Satan took immediate effect as if it already had 
taken place. The event was not immediate but the promise 
and the effect was. As we have seen already in chapters- 
one-through-two God’s word is all that is required for 
things to happen. The assurance of salvation in Hebrews 10 
is sure because God cannot break a promise. That is why 
people like Job could say with assurance: 

“For I know that my Redeemer lives, and at the last he will 
stand upon the earth. And after my skin has been thus 


9 Romans 5: 17. 

10 Hebrews 6: 16-20. 
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destroyed, yet in my flesh I shall see God, whom I shall see 
for myself, and my eyes shall behold, and not another. 11 

Over the next few centuries we see some significant events. 
Cain and Abel are next. It is said, “The sin of the first man 
caused the second man to kill the third”. The basic cause 
here was envy. God favoured Abel to carry the seed line to 
Messiah, and Cain thought he was the better man for the 
job. Jealousy was the temptation. Jealousy always lurks at 
the door when someone else is favoured above me. Cain 
had the choice between the Old-Covenant or the New. He 
was warned and there was a chance to repent, but jealousy 
gave place to defiance. Lamech chose defiance claiming 
for himself, “If Cain is being avenged seven times, then 
Lamech will be avenged seventy-seven times ”. 12 God never 
actually said so. 

God regretted he had put human beings on the earth by the 
time of Noah. Nimrod and his tower in Babel chose to 
challenge the Old-Covenant, not so much in the building of 
a tower but in the claim “to build a Name for ourselves ”, 
That is pride and is punished either under the Old-Covenant 
as defiance, or dealt with under the New-Covenant by 
repentance leading to forgiveness. 

Moving on to Abraham, we see a man who chose to live 
under New-Covenant terms of Faith and obedience. 

11 Job 19: 25. 

12 Genesis 4: 24. 
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Rejecting the Old-Covenant conditions of defiance and self- 
determination, God was able to befriend this man and make 
three promises to him. First, his seed, or offspring would 
not only be numerous but also the line through which his 
promised Messiah would come. Second, he would have a 
land for this line to claim as its own. Third, the line would 
be the means by which God could bless the whole world. 
These promises are reconfirmed to each patriarch that 
follows. Time shows us these promises have been kept. 
Despite numerous attempts to thwart them, the seed line did 
come down unbroken through Seth, to Jesus the Messiah. 
Despite the times of exile and alien dominance, Abraham’s 
descendants still live in the Promised Land today. Despite 
the hostility and attempts of extermination, God blessed all 
the people groups of the world through Jesus and the 
church by adopting as many as chose to live by the new 
covenant into his kingdom. 

Jumping to Joseph, Joseph was not the oldest sibling but 
was given the job foreman or spokesman for Jacob. His 
coat marked him out as being the father’s spokesperson, 
rather like bowler hats used to mark authority over cloth 
caps. Once again we can see jealousy lurking at the door in 
his brothers. Joseph is the fourth generation and not 
included in the title Patriarchs. Angels spoke to Abraham 
Isaac and Jacob but not to Joseph. God is never spoken of 
as “The God of Joseph ” and God never speaks to Joseph 
directly. There is nothing mentioned about shortfall or sin 
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in Joseph’s life which marks him out from all others Old- 
Testament characters. You might think this man marked his 
children out for special treatment. Ephraim and Manasseh 
thought that should be the case and sought to claim extra 
land and special privileges for themselves because of their 
linage 13 . Because of this self-appointing spirit, once again 
God rejected them, and they came to nothing beyond the 
promises God had made to Joseph. 

Sometimes in church or in our own lives, it seems God is 
silent. After Joseph there came the first of two periods of 
four-hundred years when God was silent 14 . It is not entirely 
the fault of Israel they had to wait to go back to their 
Promised Land after going down to Egypt. God gave the 
land to them but because of their own plans they had left it 
to join Joseph in Egypt. They had gone to Egypt during a 
famine, become comfortable and stayed. Now things had 
worsened, and they wanted to go back, they had to wait first 
until the evil of the occupiers reached maturity, second until 
they recognized their own plans had failed, third until they 
were sufficiently confident in God’s ability to trust Him, 
fourth until Moses was made ready and finally until 
Pharaoh was humbled. Sometimes our impatience leads us 
to examine why God is not instant on granting our requests. 
Besides the hackneyed answer, “God says Yes, No or Wait”, 
it is a good idea to examine the five reasons above while we 


13 Joshua 17: 14-18. 

14 The second was between the old and new testaments during the time of Greek occupation and the Maccabee 
brothers.. 
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wait, if for no other reason than we seek to understand what 
God is doing behind the scenes. 
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Chapter 2 EXODUS 

From slavery to the Promised Land took four shaping 
decades. The shape of Exodus divides neatly into two 
parts. From captivity to Sinai and from Sinai to the 
Promised Land. The first line of this scroll starts “These 
are the names”. In the Septuagint it became Ex hodos 
Greek for “Exit” or “Way out”. Jacob’s family of seventy 
went down to Joseph in Egypt four-hundred-years before. 
With an average growth of three-point-one percent, the 
numbers increased to at least one-million in the four- 
hundred-years of slavery. We read Pharaoh was concerned 
at the rate of growth and tried to curb it. Some Egyptians 
also came out with them. So we can only guess well over a 
million and perhaps nearer two-million came out of Egypt 
on that day. 


Which route did the Children of Israel take? The Egyptians 
had a line of watch towers from Mediterranean down to the 
Bitter-Lake, so they could not have taken that route without 
walking straight into a garrison of the outpost watch. A 
second route would take them up to the sand plains by the 
Mediterranean and then down to Kaddish Barnea. But that 
is far more than three days journey. The most probable 
Route which fits the timescale and description of the 
journey relayed in Exodus, would have been down to the 
Reed sea shown on the map 15 . Besides the stop off at Elim 

15 Figure 6 page 27. 
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and Marah and the length of the journey being three days, 
this land was where Moses would have been at home in his 
forty-years of shepherding. Sinai is the most commonly 
held to be the Modern mountain Jebel-Musa. 

Ancient Hebrew has twenty-two consonances and no 
vowels, so what we read as ‘Red Sea’ might equally be the 
Reed sea which connected the Bitter lake to the Red Sea in 
those days. God sent an East wind which lasted all night 16 . 
Together with an ebb-tide they were able to cross in good 
time before the Reed sea returned in rage to drown the 
Egyptian Solders. To me, the most challenging part of this 
miracle is the ear of Moses. He knew when to raise his rod 
over the sea to conduct the whole affair. What would I give 
to gain a listening ear such as that? Once safe on the other 
side they burst into song in time to Miriam and her 
Tambourine. In true Hebrew fashion they gave God 
another new name El-Shaddai - (God -All-Mighty). 

After three days journey from the Passover, the Israelis 
settled at the foot of Mount Sinai for a year. In his first 
one-hundred-days of office Moses presented this new 
nation with a constitution, a set of laws for society living 
and a set of bye-laws suitable for survival in the desert. 
The constitution was first in the form of ten statements. 
Moses went up the mountain to receive the ten word’s 17 or 
commandments on the tenth day, and came down on the 

16 Exodus 10: 13—Psalm 78: 26. 

17 The Hebrew here is the same as in Genesis chapter 1 where it is translated God ’said.. 
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fiftieth day with two stone tablets, not because he ran out of 
space on one tablet but because this was a contract. Each 
tablet contained all ten commandments, one copy for the 
people and the other to go into the bitumen lined ark as 
God’s copy. On his way down Moses saw the people had 
already broken the commandments. Having grown 
impatient in less than forty days they had asked Aaron to 
make an Egyptian bull-god of fertility. Not forty days 
before they had given God the name El-Shaddai, now they 
set up an idol because He was not mighty enough. Moses 
smashed the two tablets, crushed the golden bull-calf and 
made them drink it. That day three-thousand men were 
slaughtered 18 . But make a note of the day, it was fifty days 
after Passover which was to be celebrated as the feast of 
Weeks or Pentecost 19 . 

Moses commanded the people to keep three feasts every 
year. The first was the feast of the Passover when the 
Egyptian firstborn were killed and the Hebrew folk released 
from bondage. The second was three-days later known as 
the feast of First-Fruits when the first fruits of harvest were 
presented to God in Thanks. The third important feast gets 
its name from the fact that it starts seven full weeks, or 
rather fifty days, after the feast of First-Fruits and is called 
Pentecost. Just fifty days before, Egypt’s first-born died 
and Israel had been set free, the Hebrews wanted to once 


18 Exodus 32: 28. 

19 Pente means fifty was fifty days after the feast of first fruits when all the firstborn died and the people came out of 
Egypt Described in Leviticus 23. 
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again to be identified with the Egyptians making the golden 
calf. 

On this day of Pentecost under Moses, 

Moses presented the law and three- 
thousand of those who wanted to be 
identified with Egypt died. Under 
Jesus, on the third day after Passover, 

Jesus the first-fruits of those that 
believe was raised from the dead and 
on the fiftieth-day when He presented 
the Holy Spirit and the first three- 
thousand of those that believed were 
saved. Shortly afterwards, Moses 
went up the mount again and came 
down with another two copies of the 
law. Moses called the people together 
and told the people all the words of 
the Lord. God said “I will protect, provide and prosper 
you And they said, “All that the Lord has spoken we will 
do”. So Moses the officiator of this ceremony declared 
“This a binding covenant between the Lord and you. ” 20 So 
now the constitution was established. 

When all that was done, God said to Moses “Its time I 
came to dwell among the people Moses replied How are 
you going to do that God? If you come in all your Glory, 



Figure 8: Priestly Robes 


20 Exodus 24: 3 -8. 
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either your pure holy nature will destroy the people or the 
people will corrupt your nature! There will need to be a 
structure between us because our natures are not 
compatible. The different between God and us is, God is 
creator is sustainer of everything. God is by nature 
essential to every living thing, Holy (set apart and unique), 
Pure (unblemished and uncontaminated), Holiness and 
Purity are what gives God His Glory. Glory means 
Weighty. For our purposes here, we might say the Sun is: 
Holy because it is unique and set apart. We might say it is 
Pure because it consumes any impurity that approaches it, 
(it is uncontaminated). We might say it is Glorious and 
Majestic (Weighty). The Glory of the sun creates an 
environmental ring which is dangerous. We can bask in the 
glory of the Sun from this distance but you cannot approach 
it because there is aura around it which will bum you up 
before you got there. The impure cannot go into the 
presence of God without harm. God set up a ceremonial 
picture in the camp to show it can be achieved spiritually. 
It came in the form of protective clothing to allow close 
contact without cross contamination. 

God’s special clothing in Exodus chapter-twenty-eight is a 
type or picture. God Himself ordered and designed these 
robes. First there is a white undergarment 21 which must 
only be put on after a sacrifice had been offered. This 
garment must cover from neck to ankle to demonstrate the 


21 Hebrews. 7: 26. 
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sacrifice had covered all sin. Do you remember Adam and 
Eve, tried to cover themselves with fig leaves to hide their 
shame? That was not sufficient so, the Lord God fashioned 
garments from animal skins for Adam and his wife, and 
clothed them. 22 To make cloths out of animal skins the 
animal has to be sacrificed. You will remember when Peter 
had a bit of a problem with this on the night of the Passover 
feast. Jesus began washing his disciples’ feet and Simon 
Peter protested. Jesus explained to him “ People who have 
bathed only need to wash those exposed parts that come 
into contact with unclean items”. 22 Once the sacrifice has 
covered us by faith we only need to confess our daily 
failings. Remember also at the other end of the bible in the 
book Revelation: 

Then I looked, and saw so many people that no one could count them 
all. They were from every nation, tribe, race of people, and language of 
the earth. They were standing before the throne and before the Lamb. 
They all wore white robes washed in the blood of the Lamb 24 . 

But there is one group conspicuous by its absence among 
the twelve tribes in Revelation chapter twelve, there is no 
mention of the tribe of Dan who forfeited its right to white 
robes when they turned to gods of other nations: 

The Lord will not be willing to forgive him.... and the Lord will blot out his 
name from under heaven. And the Lord will single him out from all the 


22 Genesis 3: 21. 

23 John 13: 5. 

24 Revelation 7:9. 
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tribes of Israel for calamity, in accordance with all the curses of the 
covenant written in this Book of the Law . 25 

For the priests there was a second robe to be put on over the 

white robe, it was a blue robe called the robe of the Ephod: 

26 

And you shall make the robe of the ephod all of blue. A golden bell and a 
pomegranate, a golden bell and a pomegranate, upon the hem of the 
robe round about. 

Priests put on this robe over the white robe only after he had 
moved from the altar to the washing bowl and ritually wash 
his hands and feet. This is the seamless robe of Christ’s 
righteousness, which is for all and upon all who believe. 27 
You will remember the seamless blue robe they put on 
Jesus as they led him away to die? They cast lots for 
because it was too valuable to rip. The blue robe was the 
seamless royal robe. For the priest it had bells sown on the 
hem so he would be heard in the camp, You will remember 
a leper was to carry a bell to tell he was quarantined so no- 
one would be contaminated. The priest had bells on him, so 
no-one would touch him and contaminate him once he was 
purified. You may remember Saul contaminated Samuel 
and was condemned because of it. Samuel turned about to 
go away, but Saul laid hold upon the skirt of his robe, and it 
tore; wherefore Samuel said, “Jehovah shall rend the 


25 Deuteronomy 29: 21 . 

26 Exodus 28: 6-14, 39: 2-7 Exodus 28: 31. 

27 Romans 3: 22. 
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kingdom of Israel from you this day”f Does that help you 
understand why Jesus said to Mary in the resurrection 
garden, “ Don’t touch me for I have not yet ascended to my 
father”? 29 


After the Robe, a priest put on a breastplate 30 . It carried 
twelve precious stones each inscribed with a name of a tribe 
of Israel. Aaron was told this was the “burden” of Israel, 
and he must carry it into the Holiest place. He was to 
represent all whose names were on that plate. The picture 
changes a bit in Revelation, It has been updated to a book 
but it is the same principle. Jesus carried the lamb’s book 
of life as representation of all the names found in it. When 
the time came to open the book there was no-one else 
worthy to open it so it was handed back to the lamb to 
open. 

But remember also there were two groups pictured in 
Revelation, one is the vast sea of gentiles too numerous to 
mention, the other twelve-thousand from each tribe. All 
tribes were safety there all except Dan who had deliberately 
turned to other gods. 

The High priest had to wash again in the Laver, then he 
could put on an over garment. This was to made with three 
colours woven together, gold for the king, blue for the 


28 1 Samuel. 15:27,28. 

29 John 20: 17. 

30 Exodus 28: 15. 
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priest and purple or scarlet for the sacrifice. Purple 
symbolized the blood of the lamb in Scripture. It was 
painted on the doorpost at Passover, it also was the colour 
of the piece of cloth given to Rahab to hang out the window 
in Jericho. When God saw the sign He could pass by and 
leave that piece of wall standing. 

Later, when Saul died, God contrasted him with the King 
who was to come. 

"0 people of Israel, Stop weeping for Saul, Look to the one who 
clothed you in scarlet, Who put ornaments of gold on your 
apparel . 31 

He is reminding them that Saul took everything from them 
in taxes, while God gives them blessings beyond measure. 
Isaiah uses scarlet to reminds the people God does the 
impossible 

‘’Come now, and let us reason together,” Says the Lord, "Though 
your sins are as scarlet, They will be as washed white as snow ” 32 

The high priest was also to wear a turban when he went into 
the Holy place. The badge of authorization was engraved 
with “Holy to the Lord”. 33 It was the last thing to be put on 
and was put on him. He could not put it on because 

31 2 Samuel 1: 24. 

32 Isaiah 1:18. 

33 Revelation 4: 8. 
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holiness has to be endowed by the Holy. This was the 
crown to demonstrate the high priest was now fully holy. 

Put the turban on his head and the special crown around the turban . 34 

This is refers back to the of Blessings bestowed on 
Abraham by Melchizedek. Hebrews chapter-seven tells us 
blessings come from the greater to the lesser. Holiness 
cannot be attained as we will see later, That is why fig 
leaves were no good for cover of sin. It had to be a 
covering via a sacrifice. And it is placed upon Adam and 
Eve by God. The only way something can be made Holy is 
if it is purified by something holy. That is what Paul is 
getting at when he says: 

For the wages of sin is death; but the gift of God is eternal life through 
Jesus Christ our Lord. 35 . 

Isaiah visualized the robes in his vision and reminded the 
people the condition for wearing them was faith and 
obedience: 

Righteousness shall be the belt of his waist, and faithfulness the belt of 
his loins . 36 

John saw the robes in heaven too: 


34 Exodus 29:6 . 

35 Romans 6: 23 . 

36 Isaiah 11:5. 
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I saw the Son of Man. He was dressed in a long robe, with a golden 
sash tied below his chest . 27 

Now the priest is ready. He must go into the Holy Place. 
Just in front of the curtain stands a bowl of burning coal 
mixed with incense. You will remember from Revelation 
this is the prayers of the saints. In this picture, the coals 
representing the prayers of the saints were taken into the 
sanctuary by the high priest. 38 But when the real high priest 
came, that curtain was ripped from top to bottom so our 
prayers now go straight into the sanctuary where Jesus is. 
In Isaiah’s vision from Chapter-six, even though he had 
done everything by the book, he got to the curtain and was 
frightened to go in. A seraphim had to come and take a 
burning coal in tongs and touch his lips that burning coal 
touched his lips burning up any final impurities in Isaiah. A 
picture of how Christ’s intercession can purify. 

What Jesus did not do at that moment the curtain was 
ripped in two, Jesus did not change the nature of heaven 
where God is. Holiness or weightiness remains because 
that is in the nature of God and remains unchanged. The 
fact that the curtain was torn does not signify that we can 
go into the sanctuary with a “Hail fellow well met” attitude. 
Jesus reminded his listeners the guest who turned up at the 
wedding without a proper wedding garment was bound and 
thrown out. Every one of those pictured in Revelation was 

37 Revelation: 1: 13. 

38 Leviticus 16: 12-13. 
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wearing their robe of white. Respect, Honour, Reverence, 
Obedience, Trust, Selflessness, and Praise have not been 
removed from Heaven. 


But when the king came in to view the guests, he looked intently at a man 
there who had no provided garment. And he said, Friend, how did you 
come in here without putting on the [appropriate] garment? And he was 
speechless. Then the king said to the attendants, tie him hand and foot, 
and throw him outside; there will be weeping and grinding of teeth. For 
many are invited, but few are chosen 39 . 


They were Singing the song of God’s servant Moses and of the Lamb: 
"Great and marvellous are your deeds, Lord God Almighty. Just and true 
are your ways, King of all the nations 40 

Jesus was on top of the mount of transfiguration when He 
spoke with Moses and Elijah. Luke tell us what they talked 
about, It was about the Exodus that Jesus was about to 
accomplish in Jerusalem. If Jesus came to fulfil the law, 
we must now review the fifty days since Passover and 
Exodus to check the law has been fulfilled according to 
Exodus chapter twelve. On the tenth day of the month 
Abib 41 a first born ram must be selected and brought into 
the house where it must be kept until the fourteenth day. It 
must be a firstborn, male, and without blemish 42 . Jesus sent 

39 Matthew 22: 11-14. 

40 Revelation 15: 3. 

41 Jewish first month is Nisan in Hebrew it is the month of Abib in our calendar it is Mar/Apr. 

42 Exodus 12: 5. 
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the disciples ahead and waited until the tenth day of Abib 
before riding into Jerusalem. The people hailed him, and 
although the authorities looked for him, he spoke freely 
until the fourteenth day. 43 

Just then some Pharisees came to Jesus and said, ‘‘Go away from here 
and hide. Herod wants to kill you!” Jesus said to them, ‘‘Go tell that fox, 
today and tomorrow I am forcing demons out of people and finishing my 
work of healing. Then, the next day, the work will be finished .” 44 

According to Scripture, On the fourteenth day of Abib, the 
Passover Lamb must be slaughtered at three after mid day 45 
At that precise moment, as all passover lambs were being 
slaughtered, Jesus the Lamb was also sacrificed. 46 . No bone 
must be broken 47 despite the common practice of Roman 
solders they did not comply with this procedure. 

This day was Preparation day for a special Sabbath day. The Jewish 
leaders did not want the bodies to stay on the cross on the Sabbath day. 
So they asked Pilate to order that the legs of the men be broken. And 
they asked that the bodies be taken down from the crosses. So the 
soldiers came and broke the legs of the two men on the crosses beside 
Jesus. But when the soldiers came close to Jesus, they saw that he was 
already dead. So they did not break his legs . 48 


43 Exodus 12: 3. 

44 Luke 13: 31. 

45 The third watch or hour. 

46 Exodus 12: 6. 

47 Exodus 12: 46. 

48 John 19: 31. 


Page 40 



Chapter 2 EXODUS 


According to the scriptures, there was to be no leftovers the 
transaction must be completed that day. 49 The lamb had to 
be consumed entirely, nothing to remain overnight. Jesus 
was taken off the cross on the same evening. Three days 
after Passover 50 the feast of Firstfruits must begin. 

But now is Christ risen from the dead, and become the firstfruits of them 
that slept. Afterwards they that are Christ’s will rise to see his coming 51 

Three days after Jesus rose he joining the two disciples 
walking to Emmaus where: 

“Beginning at Moses .... He expounded unto them in all the scriptures 
the things concerning himself .” 52 

Despite there being more than one-thousand-five-hundred 
years between Moses and Jesus, every detail was fulfilled. 
Chance could not do that in such detail. Only the hand of 
God behind the scenes could manipulate such an event. 
Thus the law of God is vindicated once again. Next, we 
take a look at the ten “words” or in English 
Commandments. In the eyes of Hebrew people, they are 
the same. We cannot have forgotten from Genesis, when 
God said—it was. It was true at creation, it was true when 
he spoke a covenant promise. As we reminded ourselves, 
though we had to wait for the event to happen, the effect of 


49 Exodus 12: 10. 

50 Leviticus 23: 39. 

51 1 Corinthians 15: 20 . 

52 Luke 24:27 . 
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the promise was instant because God cannot break a 
promise. 

The ten words or commandment are about relationship. 
The Law is put into the context when we see what God has 
done for us. God has done all this for you 53 , now he 
expects you to live like this. Response is based on two 
basic principles. First, the founding principle of respect. 
God had respect for creation even though creation has no 
reason to claim it. Respect for God, respect for fellow- 
beings, respect for creation, respect for property, respect for 
law, authority etc. A heathy society is based on respect. 
The ten “words” are ten parts of one law if you break one 
you break all. Second, the law determines the person is 
responsible. In consequence responsibility holds us to 
account and account justifies sanctions. These come in the 
form of blessings and curses at one level, but judicial 
penalties at a second level. When Moses said, “Blot Me 
Out”, 54 he was accepting responsibility but he was also 
identifying with the people. 

The Lord said to Moses, ‘‘I have seen these people, and I know that they 
are very stubborn. They will always turn against me. So now let me 
destroy them in anger. Then I will make a great nation from you. ” But 
Moses begged the Lord his God, ‘‘Lord, don’t let your anger destroy your 
people. You brought them out of Egypt with your great power and 
strength ”. 55 

53 Grace, love and redemption sacrifice etc.. 

54 Exodus 32. 

55 Exodus 32:9 
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God says to Moses “I Am Finished with them” And Moses says ’so am”! 
God says, “I will wipe them out of my book”. 

Moses changes his argument once he realizes God is 
serious: 

‘‘But now, will you forgive their sin, but if not, please blot me out of your 
book also”. 

To which a just God replies, “I can’t do that”. Justice does 
not only mean I must punish, but also I must not punish 
those who do not deserve it. God said to Moses: 

“I only blot out of my book those that have sinned against me ’ 56 

That theme is taken up throughout scripture. David, after 
his sin said “ Please don’t blot out my name in your book” 57 
he could say that because, “He who overcomes I will not 
blot out” 58 Does that make more sense of God’s warning to 
Cain? “Sin is crouching at your door—Deal with it or be 
blotted out ”. 

Search the scriptures for they speak of me! 


56 Exodus 32:33 

57 Psalm 51 

58 Revelation 3: 5 
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Leviticus is about the standards of behaviour, first in the 
temple then in the hearts of the people 

The key verse is “Be Holy as I am Holy You will 
remember the people of Israel had been camped at the foot 
of Mount Sinai and God had come to dwell in the 
tabernacle in their midst. By the end of Exodus the people 
had fallen out with God so not even Moses was allowed to 
enter the tent. Leviticus begins with the Phrase: 

The Lord called Moses from the tent of meeting , 59 

By the end of the book, fellowship is restored and the 
relationship is restored. Leviticus is about how to restore 
fellowship. The first seventeen chapters of Leviticus deal 
with laws and rules relating to Israel as a Holy Nation, 
especially with regard to their worship in the Tabernacle. 

There are five types of sacrifices the Israelites were to 
make, The first three offerings are regularly made by a 
person who is still in fellowship with God and wants to 
show gratitude. These were: Burnt offerings, 60 which were 
usually cooked on the altar and shared; Grain offerings, 61 
which were waved before the altar and shared with the clan; 
and Peace offerings, 62 which were cooked or baked Grain 

59 Leviticus 1:1. 

60 Ch 1: 3-17. 

61 Ch 2: 1-16. 

62 Ch 3: 1-17. 
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and then shared. Each of these would be taken to the priest 
and offered to God, one part would be kept back for temple 
tax, the rest would be handed back to the family to share. 
The last two types of offerings are made when a person is 
out of fellowship with God. Sin offerings, 63 and Guilt 
offerings, 64 These were sacrificial offerings in which the 
whole offering would be consumed by fire and nothing 
should be left. These offerings were only for unintentional 
sin. There was no sacrifice for deliberately sin. 

A Closer look at the ups and downs of sin shows a 
difference between the common view of sin today and the 
Hebrew understanding. The main difference is that we 
have a black and white view of behaviour, grey areas are 
shunted into one or other category by the person doing the 
judging. The Hebrew people had the doctrine of sin and 
judgement laid out in the garden of Eden. God reserves the 
right to judge between good and evil and he allows for grey 
areas through confession and repentance. When God 
clarifies something it becomes black or white. Until then 
there is a range of behaviour between Clean and Unclean 
which Hebrew thinking called “Common”. 


63 Ch 4: 1-35. 

64 Ch 5: 1-6: 7. 
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Results of contact always take 
the lowest level and are therefore 
downward in direction. When 
Holy things 65 are profaned they 
become common. When 
common 66 things are polluted 
they become unclean 67 . This a natural process that happens 
to anything that is alive. It is as natural to nature as gravity 
pulling a falling Jam sandwich until it lands on the floor to 
be contaminated. It is the downward movement itself that 
is marked as sin because it leads to death. 

By will and self effort humans can reach the standard of 
clean or common because there is a social drive. Society 
has learned to be decent to one another because it is 

65 Sometimes called sacred or Godly in translation. 

66 Sometimes called Clean in translation. 

67 Sometimes called sinful or bad in translation. 
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mutually beneficial. But to become holy or pure requires 
the Holy to consume all impurities as we saw from the 
illustration of the sun in the last chapter. 

There are three pictures of cleansing is Scripture. In the 
sacrifice the Priest who represents the Holy, reaches down 
to touch the offering. The touch of the pure can cleanse the 
impure. That is why Jesus was so keen on touch when he 
healed someone. That we must explore later. The second 
picture is fire, not only because burning consumes anything 
combustible and leaves only the pure but also because it 
puts all that is consumed beyond reach of the impure. In 
Isaiah chapter-six-verse-seven, the burning coal purified the 
lips of Isaiah but penetrated down to include thoughts. The 
third picture is Water. In Revelation a stream is seen 
coming from the throne of the Holy-One. It enlarges, 
deepens and widens, spreading through the land. Baptism 
is also a picture of the process of purifying. Going down 
into the water and rising again is symbolic of dying to rise 
again. You will remember Pharisees abused the principle of 
purifying by declaring something “Corban ” rather than 
giving it to its rightful owner. 68 

God’s people were called to live differently to all other 
nations. They were called to be a Nation of Priests and so 
much was expected of them. As an expression of the fruit 
of this calling, they were to care for the poor instead of 


68 Mark 7: 11. 
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overlooking them as others did, They were to have a higher 
moral and sexual integrity than other nations and they were 
to maintain social justice through their entire living. 

God is not looking for clean people but Holy People. The 
significance of Abraham offering Isaac is not in the fact that 
he was prepared to sacrifice his son but that he recognised 
only a sacrifice provided by a Holy God could replace the 
death of Isaac. 
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2 Prophets from Moses to Samuel 
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1300 | 
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3 Kings (princes) Saul to Zedekiah, king of Judah 
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1 | (500 BQ 


Still at Sinai 

1450-1410 BC 
(Exodus 16-Joshua 1) 


Figure 14: Numbers -where are we?- Time 


600 | 


Exodus - Before Sinai 

Numbers-After Sinai 

Miriam's song of praise-15:20-21 

Miriam and Aaron rebel-12 

Complaint about water, bitter water made sweet, 
the LORD heals-15:22-26 

complaint-angry fire of the LORD kills—11:1-3 

Manna/quail-16 

Manna/quail-11:4-15,31-35 

Water from the rock-17:1-7 

Water from the rock—20:1-13 

Leaders appointed to ease Moses burdens—18 

Leaders appointed to ease Moses burdens—11:16-30 

Israel attacks Amalek and is victorious—17:8-16 

Israel attacks Amalek and is defeated—14:39-45 


Figure 15: Complaining Comparison with Exodus 
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Chapter 4 NUMBERS TO DEUTERONOMY 

The book of numbers was called “The Lord said”. When 
translated into Greek, it was titled Numbers. 

The book has two censuses, First census at beginning with a 
count of 603,550, The second forty-years later counted 
601,730. Between the two counts, there was one-thousand- 
eight-hundred and twenty less in the population. Because 
of their unbelief, a whole generation died except for three 
people. God told them why they were to die. “It was 
because you refused to go into the Promised Land when I 
told you Only Moses Joshua and Caleb survived. 

All the laws were given when they were camped. They 
listened to what God told them what to do. Eighty times 
throughout the book Numbers, “God said to Moses 
Eighty times the people agreed to do whatever Moses said 
in response. But as soon as they broke camp and were on 
the move again, they disobeyed. That is why they spent 
their time walking in circles between Sinai Moab and 
back. 69 

Most of the law and order commands were designed to 
change them from a slave mentality into a national army. 
They camped exactly as the Egyptian military would have 


69 (see Figure 11 Exodus -where are we? Mount Sinai & wanderings page 45). 
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camped. They marched exactly as the Egyptian military 
would have marched. 







Deuteronomy or Second Law 



Ch. 1-11 Moses Ooenina Speech to the oeoDle 

Ch. 12 -26 Collection of Laws 

Ch. 27-34 Moses Closina Speech and Death 




Moses knows his days are numbered 





He does not set up one Leader 




Moses calls the people to Faithfulness 

He sets up a unique system of leadership 

The laws and statues 

The narrative . Like those ofthe Gospels 

Narrows to the last week of his life 



The (rat generation had died in the wilderness because of 

are to be guarded by Prophets 




their lack of faith and obedience 

Administered by elders and Priests 

He gives them a clear choice 



Now on the border ofthe promised land 
for the second time 

Moses foresees 

One day they will demand a king 

Listen and obey for Blessing 

Rebel to get devastation and Exile 



Moses presents the Laws to this new generation 

and sets out that he must write his own copy ofthe Law 




And calls them to covenant Faithfulness 

before taking office 

He dearly tells them that he knows they will rebel as soon as 




He objective is that they are to be a Nation of Priests 
to the whole world 

he is gone but reminds them that the covenant gives a way 
back to blessing when they repent and obey 



The Shema 

Being dfferent to the worid by taking care ofthe poor 




Listen Israel The Lord Our God is Lord Alone 

You shall Love Him with all your heart soul and mind 
(Deut 6 4-5) 

Restoring the balance ofwealth every 50 years 

He then updates 

the dvil laws, Marriage laws and Business laws 

In the light of 50 years experience 

Today 1 set before you Life and Death 

A Blessing and a Curse 

Pleas do choose life by loving God and listening to Him 
Deut 30 15-20 


Figure 16: Overview of Deuteronomy 




There are three reasons for this “drilling”: First, To teach 
them to be careful not casual because God is in the camp. 
Second, to teach them cleanliness, not just hygiene but also 
a reminder that a holy God is in the camp and third to 
encourage them to move up from profaned to common, and 
common to holy. 

We should be grateful that we were given a kingdom that cannot be 
shaken. And in this kingdom we please God by worshipping him and by 
showing him great honour and respect. Our God is like a destructive 
fire ! 70 


In Exodus, God redeemed Israel from Egypt and declared 
that the firstborn of every Israelite tribe belonged to him. 


70 Hebrews 12: 28 . 
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In Numbers, we see that the Levites serve as an acceptable 
substitute for the fulfilment of this commitment. 

Levites are mine and will take the place of the first-born Israelite sons. 
When I killed the oldest sons of the Egyptians, I decided that the first¬ 
born sons in each Israelite family would be mine, as well as every first¬ 
born male from their flocks and herds. But now I have chosen these 
Levites as substitutes for the first-born sons, 71 

As the Israelites were organizing for their first march 
through the wilderness, they showed faithfulness and 
obedience to the commands. We can see this in the 
conducting of the census; the organization of the Levites for 
Tabernacle service and transport 72 ; the arrangement of the 
Israelite camps; the agreement for the redemption of the 
firstborn and the keeping of the Passover. The camp of the 
Israelites was ordered around the Tabernacle. In Chapter- 
twenty-four, Balaam’s third oracle compares the camp 
orderliness to the garden of Eden; 

How lovely are your tents, 0 Jacob, your encampments, 0 Israel! Like 
palm groves that stretch afar, like gardens beside a river, like aloes that 
the Lord has planted, like cedar trees beside the waters. 73 

Deuteronomy scrolls began “The words” When translated 
to Greek, duteron (meaning second) onomy (meaning law). 
It was the same law but called second-law because Moses 


71 Numbers 8: 16. 

72 Numbers 1:47-53. 

73 Numbers 24: 5-6. 
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gave the law to the second generation. The first generation 
heard it at Sinai in Exodus but they had all died. Now 
Moses gives it again to the second generation All adults 
died in wilderness because of unbelief It was a “broken 
marriage vow”. God has no grandchildren so all the 
children had to accept it or reject these laws for themselves. 

Whenever one land was conquered by another, as part of 
the surrender terms the captured people would have to sign 
a treaty called a Suzerain treaty. Moses would have been 
familiar with this practice because Egypt would always use 
it after a victory. The book of Deuteronomy is written like 
a Suzerain treaty. Suzerain treaties consist of a Preamble, a 
Historical Prologue 74 , a Declaration basic of Principles 75 , a 
Detailed Legislation 76 , Sanctions 77 Invocation of 
Witnesses 78 , a Provision of Continuity 79 , and finally a 
ceremony of ratification which the Israelites were to 
perform on Mount Gerizim and Mount Ebal once they 
entered the land. 

In reading Deuteronomy, basically, If you behave and keep 
the new laws you can live in the land—if you misbehave 
you will be expelled or exterminated. 


74 Chapters 1: 6 to 4: 9. 

75 Chapters 5-11 plus the 10 commandments. 

76 Chapters 12-16, which are Codes of Conduct enshrined in law. 

77 Chapters 27-28. 

78 Chapters 30 -32 to (usually a deity). 

79 Chapters 31-34-detailing what happens when a king dies. 
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The ratification of the Deuteronomy treaty took place in the 
Promised Land and on the twin mountains Ebal and 
Gerizim. Half the tribes were to shout a blessing from one 
mountain, half to shout the curses from the other. Moses’ 
strategy was it should take place on mountains inside the 
land as a permanent reminder of this covenant to them and 
their descendants. The sanctions were there for God to 
declare the consequences if the laws were broken. God’s 
long-suffering always provided a chance to repent before it 
was too late so, included was a sequence of warning signs 
they were going off track. First, you get no rain, (remember 
Elijah and the three-and-a-half-year drought?), Second, 
neighbouring nations would become a thorn in their side. 
Finally, other nations would attack them and either conquer 
them or expel them from the land. God prepared for 
scenario in advance you will remember, when He brought 
the Hebrews into the land from the East, He brought 
another people—at the same time from the West. The 
Prophets are constantly reminding them of this to bring 
them back into repentance. 

/ brought you out of Egypt, but I also brought the Philistines from Crete 
and the Arameans from Kir. 80 


80 Amos 9: 7. 
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PREAMBLE TO THE PROPHETS 

We are now looking at the major and minor prophets. 
Minor prophets are not minor at all in importance but 
simply because of the length of the book they wrote. At 
one time, ten minor prophets fitted onto one scroll. The 
Septuagint translation separated them for ease of 
understanding, and the Western Bible grouped them under 
the heading Minor Prophets without any specific order. 

How shall we group the Prophets? First is a group of 
‘Former Prophets’. These are found in the four books, 
Joshua, Judges, Samuel and Kings. We tend to treat these 
as history but the Hebrew treat them as prophetic because 
the law books had taught the people what was required 
them and the sanctions that would be applied if they were 
not kept. These books show the actual choices made by the 
people and how God kept his word by applying sanctions 
when they did not. We might say the books tell us God is 
serious about his laws and the people of Israel demonstrate 
the consequences of not obeying them. 

Taking all major and minor prophets together, they can be 
grouped into three groups: 

1. Pre-exile prophets, those that foretold the coming 
invasion of Assyria and then Babylon: To warn Israel 
of her coming destruction; To foretell the punishment 
time and restoration time for Judah; To warn 
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surrounding countries when they had overstepped the 
mark and judgement day was approaching them. 

2. Exiled prophets went into exile with Israel and Judah 
to: instruct them how to behave while in exile; To 
proclaim and prepare for the restoration of Jerusalem; 
To show how these events fit into future world events. 

3. Post Exiled Prophets came out of Babylon with the 
people and foretold: Of the messiah and his kingdom; 
To set and apply the standards expected by God in 
preparation for that kingdom; To detail the concluding 
events leading up to Messiah’s coming; To remind Judah 
they were the means of blessing all people groups of 
the world. 

The three pre-exile prophets Micah 81 , Nahum and 
Habakkuk warned the ten tribes of the North of impending 
judgement. Zooming in further shows seven prophets 
primarily sent to Judah. Judah was fearfully concerned with 
a threat from Assyria who had carried off their ten brother 
tribes of the North and scattered them among the nations. 
Worse, Assyria had moved Cuth-ites, Ava-ites, Hamath-ites, 
and Seph-arvaim-ites to live in the Promised Land of 
Canaan. Now Assyria had one eye on Jerusalem in the 
South. All this happened one-hundred-and-twenty-years 
before Joel, Amos and Micah could arrive on the scene to 
reassure Judah that it was not the Assyrians that were about 


81 Micah and Micaiah are alternative spellings depending on the version 


Page 59 



Surfing the Old Testament Scriptures 

to discipline Judah but the little rising nation called 
Babylon. 

The exile also produced a group of prophets known as 
Apocalyptic prophets. Daniel and Ezekiel for example spoke 
with amazing and accurate detail, not only about events that 
would occur several-hundreds-years later but also about events 
leading up to the close of history itself. The big problem for us 
is they described them in very strange pictures that only 
become clear as the events get closer. Three Post exile 
prophets close the first prophetic age by encouraging those that 
returned to Jerusalem to be strong and build as they had 
envisaged. But they also bring down the curtain for four- 
hundred-years with the promise that after that interval the 
curtain would go up on the second act with a prophet crying in 
the wilderness preparing the way for Messiah. 

What happened in that four-hundred-years can be seen in 
history, mainly outside scripture, as people like “freedom 
fighters” Maccabee brothers and others tried to take things 
into their own hands. Daniel had told them God had 
planned for the Greeks and Romans to rise before Messiah 
came, so it was not surprising when they were all defeated 
until the timing of God brought John-the-Baptist onto stage. 
He announces the final act just as prophesied, the act which 
we call, “The years of Grace” and which the Scripture 
calls, “The time of the Gentiles”, which must be played 
before act-three. 
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Figure 18: Joshua -where are we?- time 



Conquest of Canaan 

Completed: 

1400 BC Joshua 20-24 





BOOK IN BRIEF - JOSHUA 

Chapters 

1-5 

Covenant renewal entering the Promised Land 

6-12 

Conquering the Promised Land 

13-21 

Distributing the Promised Land 

22-24 

Covenant Renewal within the Promised Land 


Figure 20: Outline Joshua 
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Chapter 6 JOSHUA 

Joshua looks as if carries on from the last book in our 
bibles, but the Hebrew Bible starts a new section here. The 
first five books are the constitution of Israel, Joshua begins 
the section called “Former Prophets These consists of 
six books in our bibles under the heading history. These 
should be regarded as prophetic because they are the 
fulfilment of the Pentateuch. They are a record of how the 
constitution works out in real life. There is a fundamental 
rule in scripture regarding prophesy, it will be repeated time 
and again from this point on. “When you see these things 
come to pass then you will know! False gods cannot have 
that sort of confirmation unless false prophets get lucky in 
their guess. 

Fitting it together, the Pentateuch sets out what God had 
done for Israel and what he required of them in return. 
Therefore, the Pentateuch should not be seen as a set of 
laws from a dictatorial and Draconian God but a response 
of gratitude from a people who were offered great 
blessings. These laws are the means of maintaining a full 
and fruitful national life. The natural result of breaking 
God’s laws is a national route to anarchy with all that brings. 
Keeping the law is not just hoping for salvation, it is the 
recognition of a promise of salvation God made back in the 
garden when Adam first sinned. The conditions of 
salvation established then were, faith in creator God who 
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promised the means of salvation demonstrated by obedience. 
The former prophets are a record of how: grace, gratitude, 
redemption, righteousness, and legislation all dovetail in 
real life. The original covenant with Adam still applies: 
You will be blessed in the land if you obey but if you 
disobey the land will either be taken from you by God, or it 
will degenerate for lack of order. Either way you will lose 
it. 

You will remember At Mount Sinai they ratified this 
covenant with God and it was likened to a marriage 
ceremony. Joshua tells us how the marriage works out in 
real life. Now the honeymoon is over we see how God and 
his people got on living together. It worked out badly but 
fortunately for us God doesn’t believe in divorce. 

This map in Figure 2i 82 shows the tribes in 
the land at time of conquering. The 
strategy was to follow the valley going 
straight through the Middle to divide 
North and South. Once the South was 
conquered, then they could concentrate 
on the harder hill country of the North. 

Joshua was eighty when he was 
commissioned to take over leadership. 

The call came from two places God 
said, “Be strong and courageous and 

82 Figure 21: The land capture strategy page 63. 



Figure 21: The land capture strategy 
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do it”. Then the people confirmed the call saying almost 
the same thing. A double call is a biblical principle because 
if the people call a leader it may be false. The people called 
king Saul They called him for a specific reason, they 
wanted a big man to stand up to the Philistines. A big man 
in stature turned out to be a wimp in heart and was a small 
man up against Goliath, so that choice was a disaster. 

If a person relies on hearing a call from God, there is a 
danger he or she will hear the call of inner motivations such 
as: significance, security, or self will. “I am the person for 
this job ”, is hardly humility. It is never a notion found in 
saints but always a motivation found in Satan 83 , A call of 
God needs to be confirmed each step of the way by God. 
Joshua waited for confirmation. It came, not in the vote of 
the people, you can get that just because no one else 
volunteered, but in the confirmation of two or more trusted 
people who have tested the person’s right heart. 

Once the appointment was made, Joshua commissioned two 
spies. He had learned from Moses what happens by having 
representatives from every tribe as a form of democracy. 
That way you get a spokesman for the views of the tribe not 
a genuine view of the situation. The fear of the people 
showed through on that occasion when ten outvoted two. 
Democracy in church is not an option. The two were right 
and had the heart of God but the ten prevailed and God had 
to wait. The people also had to wait for a generation before 


83 Read Isaiah 14: 12-16.Satan was the motivation behind the declaration even if it was addressed to Babylon 
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the promise was fulfilled. As we shall see in later books, 
even if Moses had overruled the people and taken them into 
the land, they could not have conquered without confidence 
in both God and Moses. Joshua limited the scope of the 
spies. Theirs was a twofold task, to confirm the call of 
Joshua and to confirm the morale of the enemy. The 
goodies of the land and of the might of the army were not 
an issue, the state of resolve among the enemy would 
determine the strategy of attack—not if they should attack. 
This was a new generation and unlike the previous 
generation which had died in the wilderness, this people 
said “Just as we obeyed Moses, so we will follow you ”. 
They had already proved that to be true because they 
followed Moses and Joshua to conquer Moab. But for now, 
the first obstacle was the Jordan which dried up just as the 
priests feet entered it. The Jordan’s bank caved in further 
up the stream and caused a dam at the precise moment the 
priests feet entered the water. Joshua chapter-two tells us 
that: 

The river stopped flowing, and the water started piling up at the town of 
Adam near Zarethan 84 


This generation had not seen the Red Sea miracle, so God 
has a repeat performance on a smaller scale for them at 
Jordan. Once over Jordan they made a twelve stone circle 
to remind themselves and future generations of the miracle. 

84 Joshua 2: 16 CEV) 


Page 65 



Surfing the Old Testament Scriptures 


Then they camped, calling the place Gilgall (which means 
“Rolled Away) All the disdain of Egypt was finally rolled 
away, and they were in the land. 

The first two towns were the most significant. Jericho is 
the oldest city in he world. It had twelve- metre high, and 
twenty-metre thick double walls. The city had become 
very crowded because it was limited by the walls, so they 
built houses on top of the walls. Under the weight of all 
these new houses the walls became vulnerable. So a 
tremor or even a loud noise could be its downfall. God 
could see the cracks in the wall even if the people could 
not. Forgive my indulgence but I like to think Joshua was 
looking for the most cracks and the best place to blow the 
trumpets as they marched round seven times on one day. 
On precise orders the sound of trumpets and shouts and 
banging of pots and pans brought the walls down, all the 
walls, that is, except where the Rachel and her family 
lived. A promise is a promise as far as God is concerned 
and when the spies made the promise on behalf of God 
that was good enough, God honoured it. 

But it works both ways, equally if God says don’t do 
something, it does not matter if you are one of God’s chosen 
people or not, if you disobey you will meet disaster. God 
said to all the people “You are not to loot this city”, but 
someone did! It was not discovered straight away but God 
did not overlook it. When they came to attack Ai, they 
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made two bad mistakes. The first was overconfidence. The 
trouble is when God’s people see God has done something 
once they think it will automatically follow the next time. 
How often do churches look at what God is doing 
somewhere else and think it will be successful for them? 
Come to that, how many books have been written telling 
other churches, “Just do what we did and you will have 
good success When will we ever learn? God likes the 
unique, that is why he made you and me with such variety. 
Your success is to do what He tells you not to copy others. 
But there is a second lesson here also. One man’s sin can 
cause the whole people to fail. One man took spoils when 
told not to and it cost Israel a Battle. God is serious when 
he says something, we cannot get away with it. Once the 
sin of Akin was dealt with, they conquered Ai with no 
problem. Joshua has one more task to complete before he 
could depart in peace. He must take the people to the twin 
mountains of Gerizim and Ebal in the place called Sheckem 
or shoulder-blade. 

Finally, they reached the twin mountains where they were 
to ratify the treaty and renew their vows. Half the tribes 
went up mount Gerizim and half went up mount Ebal from 
where they shouted the blessings and curses across the 
valley to each other. Now Joshua can say Lord let your 
servant depart in peace because he had faithfully finished 
his commission. He handed the leadership over to twelve 
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elders- one from each tribe. And thus begins the tragic 
story of Judges. 
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Figure 22: Judges -where are we? -time 



BOOK IN BRIEF- JUDGES 


Chapters 

1-3:6 Faltering Conquests 

3: 7-16 Cycles and decline under the Judges 

17-21 Anarchy and depravity 

Figure 24: Outline Judges 
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Chapter 7 JUDGES 

Things were so full of promise under Joshua. Why ever did 
Joshua hand over to twelve elders? Didn’t he know that 
would just cause a power struggle? Didn’t he realize the 
nations would be pulled twelve ways? Didn’t he realize 
weak leaders end up with everyone “doing what was right 
in their own eyes ’’? The book of Judges is the story of 
human frailty, weak personalities, the decline of a nation, a 
lack of purpose and fall to depravity. 

If we add together the all the years the judges ruled, it 
would come to four-hundred. But the 
book of Judges only covers two- 
hundred-years, so these “deliverers” 
reigned concurrently not 

consecutively. The land was divided 
into three by two natural valleys. The 
North constituted one section while 
the wide South valley might be 
regarded as a plane. Joshua used 
these geological valleys to divide and conquer the land in 
stages. 

With no strong leader to take over, the elders saw the land 
up for grabs. They stood loosely by the allocations of 
Moses but that left pockets of land unallocated. Once they 
were in the land the elders of each tribe was responsible for 
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taking the full allocation of land prescribed. Stronger 
leaders could have encouraged the whole nation on but the 
more people laid claim to their little plot the less the 
enthusiastic they became to help others. So they settled for 
their bit and left weaker tribes to fend for themselves. They 
did not drive all the residents out and those tribes would 
come back to haunt them in a very short time. Besides this 
there was sibling rivalry. Ephraim and Manasseh thought, 
because their father was Joseph the important, they should 
have had more land than they were allotted. They had more 
than plenty for their size so they were simply told to role 
their sleeves up and chop down the trees to make more land 
and not to expect others to do it for them. 

Besides sibling rivalry, priests became preoccupied with 
establishing their priestly towns and making them 
comfortable. This meant moral and ethical standards were 
left to decline. The plan was that the Levites, who were to 
spread evenly over the land in allocated towns, were not to 
have their own land but to graze on common-land. Charged 
to be the conscience of the nation by living and expounding 
the law would have been well and good if the scrolls and 
ark had not been left in Shiloh. Rather than making the 
effort to travel there or taking time to check out the 
scripture, they started pronouncing their own judgements 
and philosophizing. When the Israeli tribes found foreign 
girls attractive, the Priests presided over intermarriages. 
This opened the way to bring other gods and lowering 


Page 71 



Surfing the Old Testament Scriptures 


moralities to the nation. Along with wives came the in¬ 
laws who taught them much lower standards. Thus the 
corruption set in. It was left to just seventeen individuals to 
take over at times of crisis. 

Othaniel 85 , Caleb’s younger brother captured Kiriath and 
was given Caleb’s Daughter Acsah in marriage. He 
managed to buy peace with the king of Jericho for forty- 
years. After this, Cushan-Rishathaim king of Aram 
Naharaim oppressed the tribe for eight years. The Israelites 
then cried out to the Lord, and God sent Othniel to deliver 
them. 


Ehud 86 was left-handed and managed to get in to the palace 
and kill the fat king of Moab by concealing an eighteen- 
inch knife under his cloak. He was the son of Gera the 
Benjamite and ruled Israel in peace for eighty years. 


Shagmar 87 managed to kill six-hundred Philistines using an 
Ox-goad 88 . Swords were not allowed by the Philistines who 
had discovered the technology of making iron rather than 
bronze at the time. 


85 (Meaning Lion of God) Judges 3:7-11 (1 st Judge) also known as Othniel 

86 (Meaning strong) Judges 3: 12-30 (2 nd judge) 

87 (Meaning Cup bearer) Judges 3: 31 (3 rd Judge) 

88 A pole about 3 meters long with a sharp metal point used for driving ox and other animals 
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Deborah 89 prophesied to Barak, her military leader, that he 
should go against the Amalekites. But he wouldn’t go 
unless she went with him. Deborah stands as an example of 
female leadership in the Bible. She is a woman tribal 
leader who manifests both military and legal competence. 
She successfully campaigned against Sisera, the Canaanite 
general under Jabin King of Hazor. It was Jael, a Kenite 
woman who actually killed Sisera by dispatching him with 
a tent peg through the head! Deborah is also one of 
scripture’s songwriters. 


"So may all your enemies perish, O Lord! 
But your friends be like the sun 
as he rises in his might. 

"And the land had rest for forty years. 90 


It took two attempts at a fleece to persuade Gideon God 
really did tell him to go up against the Philistines. 
Gideon, 91 came from a family of Baal worshippers. The 
emphasis in his story is on his fear. He is portrayed as an 
untrusting wimp because of his fear. Nevertheless, God 
turned this weak fearful man from a small tribe into a 
strong saviour. He was not really a warrior but a very 
clever strategist. God gave Gideon the plan to defeat the 
Midianites by reducing his army to three-hundred men 
chosen from those that lap water like a dog! 92 It is here we 

89 (Meaning Bee or Busy Bee) Judges 4—5: 31 (4 th Judge) 

90 Judges 5: 31 

91 (Meaning let Baal contend) Judges 6: 1-8: 35 (5 th Judge) 

92 Judges 7: 4 
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see the beginnings of the 44 We want a king” campaign as the 
men of Israel asked Gideon to rule over them, promising his 
sons could succeed him on the throne. 93 One of his sons, 
Abimelech liked the idea, tried to become king but failed. 
Gideon had seventy sons and many wives so it is no wonder 
there was conflict in his household. 

Abimelech 94 was the son of Gideon by a concubine in 
Shechem. He ruled for three years, he was an evil ruler by 
God’s standards. God sent an evil spirit on Abimelech and 
the people of Shechem. He attempted to make himself king 
but failed. He murdered all but one of his seventy brothers. 
His remaining brother prophesied the parable of trees. 

‘‘In accepting inappropriate leadership the cedars of Lebanon have set 
themselves up to be burned!” 95 . 

That is precisely what happened. Later the prophet 
Zechariah will pick up the story and prophesy the burning 
of these vast forests that Solomon used for building the 
temple. 

Tola 96 had a reign of relative quiet. I am not sure why he 
was in Ephraim’s the hill country. He from the tribe of 
Issachar so his home should have been much further south. 
However, he managed to hold off the king of Hazor. 

93 Judges 8: 22-23 

94 (Meaning Father of the King) Judges 9: 1-57 (6 th Judge) 

95 Chapter 9: 56-57. 

96 (meaning ether worm or Crimson) Judges 10: 1-2 (7 th Judge) 
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Jair’s 97 immense wealth made him the judge of thirty cities, 
one for each of his sons to rule. Each of his sons owned a 
donkey which was like owning a Rolls-Royce today. When 
a band of Eastern Midianites came making their usual 
harvest-time trouble by stealing the grain, Jair, (and 
presumably his merry sons), saw them off on their donkeys, 
and they had no more trouble for twenty-two years. 

Eli, 98 We will meet this man again in the book of Samuel. 
He led Israel, based in the tabernacle, for forty-years. He 
died when he was ninety-eight years old, by falling 
backward off his chair when he heard that the Ark of the 
Covenant of God had been captured. God said none of his 
descendants would ever live long lives again. 

Jephthah" was an illegitimate child and therefore an 
outcast. He was the son of a prostitute and banished from 
his family. But when his family needed someone to lead 
them against the attacking Ammonite king, his family 
brought him back. Jephthah admirably fought against the 
Ammonite king who tried to claim the land East of 
Jordan. 100 Jephthah’s recounted to them how, two-hundred- 
years before, the Israelites had asked them for safe passage 
through that land, but they refused. So Moses conquered 
the land. Unfortunately, such a victory came at a great cost 

97 (Meaning God enlightens), Judges 10: 3-5 (8 th judge) 

98 (Meaning God is High) I Samuel 1: 8ff (9 th Judge) 

99 (Meaning opposer) Judges 10:6-12: 7 (10 th judge) 

100 Remember two-and-a-half tribes settled on that land 
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in two ways: first, Jephthah had made a rash vow to the 
Lord in asking for victory which he needed to fulfil, but 
also the Ephriamite tribe, metaphorically stabbed him in the 
back by claiming the triumph was theirs and not his. This 
led to an internal war between tribes. 

Ibzan, 101 not to be outdone by Jair, also had thirty sons. His 
ambition for wealth led him to break the covenant law and 
find thirty wives from surrounding tribes, one for each of 
his sons. The object of this exercise was to expand his 
territory and power. He governed for ten years and died in 
Bethlehem. 

Elon 102 was a Zebulunite and ruled for ten years Nothing 
was recorded in his achievements as the Zebulunites were 
at peace, He was buried in Aijalon. 

Abdon 103 Also rose to power by wealth. He had forty sons, 
thirty grandsons and “rode seventy asses ", (presumably not 
all at once). He brokered a trade deal with the Amalekites 
and achieved peace. Not surprisingly, Abdon died an old 
man, and obtained a magnificent burial in Pirathon in 
Ephraim, the hill country of the Amalekites. 

Under the rule of Sampson 104 the Israelites had become 
complacent in their exile. No longer did they cry out in 

101 (Meaning Splendid), Judges 12: 8-10 (11 th judge) 

102 (Meaning Oak or Strong) Judges 12: 11-12 (12 th judge) 

103 (Meaning servile) Judges 12: 13-15 (13 th judge) 

104 (Meaning strong &Distinguished) Judges 13: 1-25 (14 th Judge) 
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distress to God as in past cycles. Indeed, they were content 
to be ruled by the Philistines. Nevertheless, God raised up 
Sampson as a symbol of the salvation that comes with a 
godly vow. He is born to a barren woman by promise of 
her vow that he would be dedicated to the Lord. 
Unfortunately the faithfulness of his parents was not 
matched by his own. Samson is used by God out of God’s 
respect to his parents not for himself. Though he was a 
Nazarite, he broke his vows regularly and in the end 
became a womaniser and drunkard. The spirit filled 
Sampson is granted divine strength, the self-sufficient 
Sampson dies a tragic death. God helped him bring relief 
from the Philistines by his superhuman strength. Judges are 
not the answer to Israel’s need for rule and administration, 
so God raised Samuel who was a prophet priest and Judge. 

Samuel 105 was also the prophet who anointed the first two 
kings of Israel under God’s orders. We will meet him again 
in the book that bears his name. He is known as the last 
Judge as his two sons ruled concurrently and only served in 
Beersheba. Samuel travelled the land but his base was the 
tabernacle at Shiloh. “He was prophet of all Israel from 
Dan to Beersheba 


105 (Meaning Heard of God) 1 Samuel 16: 1-13 (15 th Judge) 
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Joel, 106 was the first and wicked son of Samuel, Joel like his 
father Samuel was from the tribe of Ephraim but served 
Beersheba. 

Abijah, 107 Samuel’s second and evil son, who also a Judged 
at Beersheba 

So it was that just seventeen people in a population of about 
two-million acted as deliverers and then only while the 
Spirit came on them. In English, we call them Judges, they 
did Judge (verb) but were not Judges (noun). They were 
deliverers who acted as trouble-shooters—they saved a 
situation, The only place where the noun is applied in 
Judges, it refers to God. 

Many times the enemies of Israel did bad things to the 
people, so the Israelites would cry for help. And each time 
the Lord felt sorry for the people and sent a deliverer to 
save them from their enemies. But as soon they were 
delivered they returned to Idolatry. So the Lord became 
angry with the Israelites, and he said: 

"This nation has broken the agreement that I made with their ancestors. 
They have not listened to me. So I will no longer defeat the nations and 
clear the way for the Israelites the nations will remain a thorn in their 
side . 108 


106 (Meaning JAH is God) 1 Samuel 8: 1-22 (16 th Judge) 

107 (Meaning JAH is my father God) 1 Samuel 8: 1-22 (17th and last Judge) 

108 Judges 2: 16 ff 
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Most noticeably throughout this book is the cause and 
effect of the downfall. The Levites lost respect for the 
Scriptures, so the Spirit of God could not raise up strong 
leaders. The people lost respect for Levites who spoke 
without authority and the people looked to other gods to fill 
the lack. Once again we see the principle, when the word 
of God is left in Shiloh, those charged with its deliverance 
to the people simply become opinionated mouthpieces. The 
final straw came when they deliberately turned to idolatry 
in chapters-seventeen to twenty-one. 

Two Levite priests became the cause of national depravity. 
There was a man from the North in Ephraim country named 
Micah who stole one-thousand-one-hundred silver coins 
from his own mother’s retirement fund. He became 
frightened when she put a curse the man who had stolen it 
and gave it back. Mother, who was clearly the doting kind, 
indulged him by having an idol made out of the silver. It 
was for him to add to the collection of gods which he 
displayed as an added tourist attraction to his guest house. 
A priest living in the Levite town of Bethlehem and serving 
the people of Dan, hurriedly travelled North to Ephraim to 
escape a scandal. He stayed overnight in that guest house, 
got to know the proprietor who offered him an annual sum to 
become the “priest for all the gods ” in his grove. 

Meanwhile, back in the land of Dan, leaders who had failed 
to clear the surrounding area of occupants, travelled North to 
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view a large area of unoccupied land just above Ephraim 
country. They ‘just so happened’ to lodge in the same 
house. They convinced the Levite, “ You don't want to be 
just a priest for this family why not be a priest for the whole 
tribe for more money. ” He went with them and setup groves 
of idols in Dan. That is how the tribe of Dan became an 
idolatrous tribe. For this God erased them from his book 
and where twelve-thousand people of each tribe were listed 
in Revelation, Dan is missing from the list. 

When he shall be judged, let him be condemned: and let his prayer 
become sin. 8 Let his days be few; and let another take his office. 109 


Another Levite, this time serving the tribe of Ephraim, kept 
concubines in Bethlehem. The suggestion is he was using 
them in the Temple. What the people were beginning to 
call the Temple was in fact still only the tabernacle tent 
which had stood in one place for so long. One concubine 
ran home and the priest went to bring her back. When the 
father finally let them go, they started of too late in the day 
and only travelled as far as the North of Benjamin country. 
A man gave them bed for the night but a “gay” gang in the 
city heard and came to rape the Levite. The man, to save 
himself, said they could have the concubine and the rape 
was so brutal that she died. The Levite was so angry at his 
loss of income that he cut the body into twelve pieces and 


109 Psalm 109: 7 In the record of Acts, that verse was also is applied to Judas. 
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sent one piece to each of the tribes of Israel. For the very 
first time in Judges all tribes united in horror, raised an 
army and came to fight the tribe of Benjamin. After the 
battle only six-hundred men from Benjamin were left alive. 

On both these occasions the scandal began in Bethlehem. 
Bethlehem of Judea is very significant because it is the 
battleground of several spiritual battles. Saul was a 
Benjaminite but David was from Bethlehem, Samuel plays 
on this when he said to Saul: 

‘‘The Lord has torn the kingdom of Israel from you this day and has given 
it to a neighbour of yours, who is better than you. 110 

It needs little mention that God later chose Bethlehem for 
another battle to commence. That also began with 
slaughter, the slaughter of Bethlehem’s children: 

But you, 0 Bethlehem Ephrathah, who are too little to be among the 
clans of Judah, from you shall come forth forme one who is to be ruler in 
Israel, whose coming forth is from of old, from ancient days. 111 


But for now, we must turn to the book of Ruth to see how 
this Bethlehem battle between good and evil pans out. 


110 1 Samuel 15: 28 

111 Micah 5: 2 
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Pre-Histor 

Cain & Abel (Gen 4) 


The flood (Gen: 6) Babel to Babylon (Gen 


Israel 4 periods of500 years (Ruth) 



1 Led by Patriarchs (Abraham Isaac Jacob) 

1 (2000 BC) 19001 1800 | 

2 Prophets from Moses to Samuel 

I (1500 BC) 14001 1300 | 

3 Kings (princes) Saul to Zedekiah, king of Judah 

I (1000 BC) 900| 800 | 

4 Priests (Joshua to Ananias the son of Nedebaeus and 

II (500 BQ 


Figure 26: Ruth -where are we?- Time 



BOOK IN BRIEF - RUTH 

Chapters 

1:1-22 Naomi's Bitterness 
2:1-23 Ruth Discovers Potential Kinsman Redeemer 
3:1-18 Boaz Agrees to be Kinsman Redeemer 
4:1-12 Boaz Acquires Right to Kinsman Redeemer 
4:13-17 Naomi's Blessing 

4:18-21 Genealogical Appendix 


Figure 28: Outline Ruth 
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From the time God promised a seed line between Adam 
and Messiah in Genesis, that sceptre line has been under 
threat. We have seen a few scary moments—like the time 
Cain killed Abel. Just when we thought that was the end 
of the line because Abel was dead and Cain had been 
rejected, a surprise baby named Seth arrived on the scene, 
and we are back on track. 

Then there was the time of Noah, The world was so sinful 
God said he would wipe the whole world out and start 
again. If God did that, the seed line from Adam would be 
finished. But God found a faithful man and his wife in 
Noah to restore the situation. 

Then there was Abraham. God said you will be the chosen 
line. But he spoke too soon because Abraham had no 
children and no prospect of having any. So Abraham and 
Sarah his wife had a good laugh in their old age as 
Abraham pointed the situation out to God. God replied: 

"No! Your wife Sarah will bear your son, I will confirm my covenant with 
him it will be an eternal covenant for his descendants. 112 


112 Genesis 17: 19 
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So how did he do that? How can he confirm a covenant 
with a son that is not? Well the son became a reality, and we 
meet yet another scare. God said to Abraham sacrifice your 
only son Isaac. They began a three-day journey together to 
mount Moriah in order comply when Isaac asked his father: 


‘‘Father, we have the coals and the wood, but where is the lamb for the 
sacrifice?” ‘‘My son,” Abraham answered, ‘‘God will provide the lamb.” 113 


So the two of them walked 
on, and just as Isaac was 
about to be killed God 
confirmed his covenant with 
Isaac by providing a 
substitute ram. I don’t think 
Isaac ever forgot that. If 
God had not provided a 
ram, then the seed line was 
finished. 

Now we jump to generation 
thirty-one in the sceptre 
line, and the line is still 
going strong. In between 
you will know Joshua had 
taken the people into the Promised Land, and they had 
spread out, just as Moses had said. The Levites did not 
have land allocated to them but occupied forty small towns 



Figure 29: Judah 


113 Genesis 22: 7 
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scattered among the people because they were charged with 
being the conscience of the people. That made their job a 
bit difficult because the ark and the scrolls were in a barn at 
Shiloh, (getting corn dust all over them). In less than forty 
years the people degenerated into anarchy because 
everyone was doing what was right in their own eyes. 

Now our focus centres on the Northern borders between 
Judah and Dan and Judah and Benjamin 114 Figure 29. The tribe 
of Judah had the promised sceptre line but it is largely 
corrupt and was being punished by bad harvests as God 
said it would. A small Levite town exists on the border and 
the two bad priests were living in it as we saw in the last 
chapter. So, how will God find a rightious family in a 
corrupted land? We do have a promise that he will: 

But you, 0 Bethlehem Ephrathah, who are too little to be among the 
clans of Judah, from you shall come forth for me one who is to be ruler in 
Israel, whose coming forth is from of old, from ancient days 115 

So how can that happen if there is no-one to carry the line? 
Right here in Bethlehem we meet one righteous man and 
his wife. The man’s name was Salmon, and his wife was 
Rahab of Jericho, remember Rahab the prostitute who hid 
the spies? She was commended for her faith, married 
Salmon and they had two boys named Boaz, and Elimelech. 
Both boys farmed the land around Bethlehem. The older 

114 see Figure 29:Judah page 85 

115 Micah 5: 2 
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was Boaz and he had the double portion and the larger 
farm. So when the famine came, he was able to ride the 
storm. The younger had a smaller farm and more mouths to 
feed so he had problems in the famine. Straight away the 
observant will recognize Boaz to be the seed line. But there 
is not a single righteous woman suitable to be found for him 
in the land. 

Meanwhile, the younger brother was deciding what to do in 
the famine. This righteous couple would have done what 
you and I would have done, they asked God what should 
they do. God said, rent out your farm and go as 
missionaries to Moab. You say that’s stretching it, how do 
you get the missionary bit? How else did Ruth come to say 
“Your God is My God” if she did not see their life witness? 
Anyhow, they went to Moab and the two sons married 
Moabite girls. Then the two sons and her husband 
Elimelech all died. Naomi decided to return to her home 
and Ruth insists on going with her, she said: 

“Where you go I will go 
Where you sleep I will sleep 
Your God is my God. 116 

That is enough Summary for now, so we can get to the 
point: 

God called Elimelech to lay aside his inheritance. 

116 Ruth 1: 16. 
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To go to an alien land. 

To die in a that foreign land. 

To save Ruth. 

To graft her into the Kingdom. 

To become the bride of Boaz. 

To reclaim Ruth’s inheritance. 

So that God could keep his promise of a seed line from 
Adam to Messiah. 

So that God could ask Messiah. 

To lay aside his inheritance. 

To come to an alien world. 

To die in that land. 

To save the likes of you and me. 

To graft us into his Kingdom. 

To be part of the bride of his son. 

To reclaim the inheritance that Adam lost in the garden. 

How good is that for a Plan? Don’t you just love it when 
God’s plan comes together? 

Now it does not stop there. You and I can see what is going 
on because we have the benefit of hindsight but Naomi 
does not have an inkling what is going on. She no doubt 
went down to Moab with an excited trust in God’s new 
adventure for her life. But then she had lost her husband 
and two sons. Bringing up the children in her earlier days 
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had not been easy either. The sons names translate as 
“Sickly” & “Moaner”. That does not sound to me like an 
easy task to bring them up, especially in a foreign land. No 
wonder she changed her name to Mira. 

But that is what it is all about. None of us can see what 
God is doing, we all have to learn to rely on what He says 
he is doing. Eve could not see how the plan would work 
out, but she heard the promise: 

For God has promised me another seed instead of Abel 117 

Eve called her baby Seth, which means: firm foundation. 
Noah built the Ark on the basis of what he heard from God. 
He was in the middle of a long drought and could not see 
the point of an Ark, but he took God at his word when he 
said: 


‘‘The end of ail flesh is come before me; for the earth is filled with 
violence through them; and, behold, I will destroy them with the earth.” 118 

Abraham never saw his grandson let alone the Promised 
Land. All that came four-hundred-years after he died. But 
on the basis of what he heard God say, he left Ur and 
travelled. Faith comes by hearing. Isaac couldn’t see the 


117 Genesis 4: 25 

118 Genesis 6: 13 
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ram caught in the thicket but believed on the basis of the 
promise, “ God will provide for himself a sacrifice 

The two disciples on the road to Emmaus could not see the 
purpose of the things that had happened in Jerusalem, but 
they heard Jesus when he began at Moses, going through 
the law, the prophets and the writings, he pointed out to 
them all the things concerning the Messiah—himself. And 
their heart burned within them at what they heard because 
they had not seen it before. 

Mary at the garden tomb could not see through her tears. It 
was all one big muddled blur to her eyes—one tragedy after 
another. “If you have moved him tell me where he is ”, she 
said. Then she heard “Mary ” and it all made sense. 

If you want the synopsis of the book of Ruth it is this: God 
is faithful to his word. It won’t make sense at the time but 
it will all come to pass. 

Today if ye will hear his voice, harden not your hearts. Those to whom it 
was first preached did not enter the promise because of disobedience. 
God determines the cut of point when those that believe enter his 
promised rest. 119 


119 Hebrews 4: 7-9 
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Figure 30: Samuel -where are we?- Time 


BOOK IN BRIEF - SAMUEL 


Chapters 

Foundation of Kingdom 
Saul's Kingdom 
David's Kingdom 
Future of the Kingdom 


Figure 31: Outline Samuel 


1 Sam. 1-7 
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1 Sam. 16- 2 Sam 20 

2 Sam. 21-24 
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Chapter 9 SAMUEL 

Samuel simply starts 

There was a man named Elkanah, from the tribe of Ephraim, who lived in 
the town of Rama-thaim-zophim in the hill country of Ephraim. He was 
the son of Jeroham and grandson of Elihu, and belonged to the family of 
Tohu, a part of the clan ofZuph. 120 

Got That? So we have some questions like, Who is he? 
Where is he? This guy is not very well known, is he? I 
turned to a very helpful commentary that says, “There was 
a no-body in a no-place town and his name was Elkanah 

The Bible is only boring if you don’t like treasure hunts. 
In Chronicles 121 , we learn Elka was from the Tribe of Levi, 
so he is not an Ephriamite by birth but a Levite living in a 
Levite town located in Ephraim. Now you will remember 
that the Levites were not given any land but were scattered 
among the tribes in forty-odd towns allocated to priests. 
These Levites received their wages from the temple tax 
and had only access to common grazing for a few sheep. 122 
So Elka and his wife lived in a Levite town and served the 
people in the mountain region of Northern Ephraim 123 . 


120 1 Samuel 1: 1 

121 1 Chronicles 6: 25-26 

122 Numbers 35: 7 tells us that 

123 See Figure 29 
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As a Levite, he would have been on the temple rota to offer 
sacrifices. So once a year for a week or so, he would take 
his family across to the tabernacle which was still at Shiloh. 
You may remember from the book of Joshua, when the 
Children of Israel first crossed into the land, they took the 
Ark and the Tabernacle up to at a threshing barn on the 
heights of Shiloh for safe keeping while they rejoined the 
battle. That was nearly one-hundred-and-fifty-years before, 
and it was still there. It had become so permanent on the 
plains now, that the people starting to call it the Temple. 

Perhaps you also remember from Joshua, the Hebrews 
pushed on down the Valley until they came to two 
mountains called Ebal and Gerizim 124 . There they ratified 
the treaty with God as Moses had commanded them to do. 
Half the tribes were to ascend the mountains either side of 
the valley. In a solemn ceremony, each side reminded the 
other of the blessings and curses written in the covenant. 
The object behind Moses” thinking was this landmark of 
two mountains would serve as to remind future generations 
it was the covenant that had brought them into the land. 
This was the place, but they had already forgotten it. The 
mountain had now been renamed Rama-thaim-zophim, 
which means twin heights. In the valley of the “shoulder 
blade”. In less than two-hundred years the place and the 
promise were all forgotten. How short are the memories of 
the people of God? Now as then! 


124 Rama-thaim-zophim see Figure 29 
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So now we are in the last days of Judges. Everyone every 
one was justifying themselves. God looked down on this 
scene and decided it is time to take things in hand. So the 
spotlight zooms in, and we are introduced to Elkanah, and 
his wife Hannah. True to form, when the world is at its 
worst God will always find a devout couple somewhere in 
the land. Ah you say, now we are on familiar ground This 
is Hannah who prayed for Baby Samuel. Yes, but don’t 
jump too far ahead. This was a devout couple. Elka was a 
pious man and devoted to God in the midst of a corrupt 
nation. Elka had God’s heart and was concerned for this 
generation. He was faithful to his calling as a Priest. When 
he got to the temple, Eli’s two corrupt sons were acting in 
charge, but Elkanah’s heart was determined to be right 
before God and his purpose was to intercede for the nation 
bringing them back to repentance - “Oh, that the people 
would repent and return to God, then they could have 
revival”. That was his heart. 

Hannah was also a believing person. Her prime thoughts 
were different. She had grown weary of this generation and 
her heart’s desire was for the next generation. Her 
overriding desire was for a baby who could influence the 
next generation. As far as she was concerned, God had 
abandoned this generation. Because she was a believer, she 
couldn’t just pass her situation off as luck of the draw. God 
could intervene in this situation if she had faith and prayed. 
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That is what we are all taught to do isn’t it? But He hadn’t 
so why was God so cruel? She was one of a number of 
women who had preceded her with the same question. 
“Why won’t God heal Me ”? 

Elka was certainly not a very sensitive sort of person. 
Getting away for believer’s camp is always a good time to 
get sorted out with God, isn’t it? But he could be quite 
tactless. Hannah was not eating for distress, but when it 
came to the sacrifice he gave her a double portion to show 
how much he loved her. He could not see why that made 
her burst into tears. 

‘‘Hannah, why are you crying? Why won’t you eat? Why do you feel 
so bad? Don’t I mean more to you than ten sons?” 125 

I cannot print what the modern woman’s answer might be. 
If I am generous, I expect the words came out all wrong, 
they often do when you search for an answer on the spur of 
the moment. A Freudian slip perhaps? Perhaps he really 
meant “Don’t you mean more to me than ten sons ”? Moses 
was another man who was not good at expressing the heart. 
You can hardly pick up the heart of God when you listen to 
Moses: 

Hear o Israel the Lord your God is one God and you must love the Lord 
your god with all your hearts with all your minds and with all your soul 
and love your neighbour as yourself. 

125 1 Samuel 1: 8 
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Now hear Jesus express the same sentiment with so much 
more heart: 

Oh Israel, Oh Jerusalem! You kill the prophets and stone the messengers 
God has sent you! How many times I wanted to put my arms around you, 
just as a hen gathers her chicks under her wings, but you would not let 
me! 126 


This couple is laying the foundation for the book of 
Samuel. Samuel is going to pick up both the sentiments of 
his mother and the determination to stick with God’s 
answers even when it seem impractical. Samuel expresses 
the struggle in God’s heart. Should He cut this people off 
and start again with a new generation or give them one 
more chance. God has this dilemma from time to time. He 
discussed it with Moses when Moses said “wipe them out 
wipe me out too”. God said no! That is when baby Joshua 
was born. This time a baby named Samuel was to be Born. 

Interestingly, the one man who had contributed in large part 
to the ruin of the nation was the Priest who was about to 
announce God’s Judgement. Eli had presided over the 
demise of the country and his two sons had facilitated its 
rapid downfall. Eli, the obese, timid priest, whose spiritual 
and physical eyes had grown dim. He who would not 
discipline his own sons for corruption, now pronounced to 

126 Matthew 23: 37 
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Hannah “ The Lord has granted your request Samuel was 
to lead the next generation up the hill again and in just a 
few years Samuel would announce the finish of the old 
generation—starting with Eli and his sons. 

I will carry out all my threats against Eli’s family, from beginning to end. I 
have already told him that I am going to punish his family forever 
because his sons have spoken evil things against me. Eli knew they 
were doing this, but he did not stop them. So I solemnly declare to the 
family of Eli that no sacrifice or offering will ever be able to remove the 
consequences of this terrible sin. 127 

And so it was that this era, when “Everyone did what he 
pleased ”, had come to an end and the nation of Israel was 
set for the up. The next five books tell the story of Israel’s 
rise to an empire under David before it would decline again. 
How long did this era last? By the time of Jeremiah we will 
be back here again. 

Go now to my place that was in Shiloh, where I made my name dwell at 
first, and see what I did to it because of the evil of my people Israel. And 
now, because you have done all these things, declares the Lord, and 
when I spoke to you persistently you did not listen, and when I called you, 
you did not answer, therefore I will do to the house that is called by my 
name, and in which you trust, and to the place that I gave to you and to 
your fathers, as I did to Shiloh I will cast you out of my sight, as I cast out 
all your kinsmen, all the offspring of Ephraim. 128 


127 1 Samuel 3: 12 ff 

128 Jeremiah 7: 12 
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Samuel is one book, it had to be split because the length of 
the papyrus scroll. When you write in Ancient Hebrew 
there are no vowels so when you translate it into Greek 
which includes the vowels, there is not enough room on the 
scroll. The book first shows how God provided one person, 
Samuel, to be the catalyst for returning to God and His 
ways. Then, after warning them of the dangers of a king, 
He allows them to choose one, so they can see the folly of 
their thinking and their ways. The book covers one- 
hundred-and-fifty-years of history. In our Bibles it is put in 
the history section. But in the Hebrew scriptures it is put 
under section called “Former Prophets”. That makes a 
difference as to how you view the contents. Prophetic 
books are written from God’s point of view, not mankind’s 
interpretation of History. 

This one-hundred-and-fifty-years of history needs to be 
seen in the light of the previous thousand years. David 
came to the throne at the peak of the Israel’s history then, in 
just one afternoon and one man’s life, the whole empire 
turned into decline. Samuel not only slows this process 
down but also records it. 

You will have noticed by now, Israel had four periods of 
five-hundred-years starting in two-thousand-BC. 129 The first 
five-hundred years were led by Patriarchs, Abraham Isaac 


129 (See Figure 30:Samuel -where are we?- Time) 
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and Jacob, The next Five-Hundred years by Prophets Moses 
to Samuel, The third five-hundred years by Kings Saul to 
Zedekiah, and the closing five-hundred years of the Old 
Testament being led by Priests Joshua II to Ananias & 
Caiaphas. 

The book of Samuel starts with Eli’s decline and the 
anointed of the first king. The second half records the rise 
and fall of David and the kingdom of Israel. Eli was a 
Levite and, as expected, entered the profession of 
priesthood. Eventually he worked his way up to be resident 
priest in charge of the temple. The Temple had attached to 
it a boarding school for priests to which Samuel was sent 
once he was old enough. Eli clearly has no good parenting 
skills and conjurors up images of a Victorian school-master 
without any real bite. His own two sons grow up without 
any respect for him to become at best yobs and at worst 
gangsters. Despite being warned by God to discipline or 
dismiss his sons from the priesthood, he rather accepts 
illegal and immoral meat which they had taken by force, 
not sacrificed but kept for their own roasting. 

Now the sons of Eli were worthless men. They did not know the Lord. 

The custom of the priests with the people was that when any man offered 
sacrifice, they would say“Give meat for the priest to roast, for he will not 
accept boiled meat from you but only raw. ’ And if the man said to him, it 
is not lawful they would take it by force. And they lay with the women 
who were serving at the entrance to the tent of meeting. 130 

130 1 Samuel 2: 12 
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As such, when he was old he became fat and lazy, unable to 
hear from God, and devoid of discernment. He would sit at 
the door of the tent to watch those coming in, as he did with 
Hannah. Into this man’s hands, Samuel was entrusted for 
his spiritual education. It was left to a twelve-year-old boy 
to tell Eli God’s final judgement on his life. 

... your house and the house of your father shall end forever ...I will cut 
off your strength and the strength of your father’s house, so no one will 
ever grow old. You will be excluded from all the prosperity that shall be 
bestowed on Israel. Your sons shall die by the sword of men starting 
with Phonic and Phinehas, you and both of them shall die on the same 
day. 131 

And so it happened! His sons boastfully took the ark down 
to battle against the Philistines, the Ark was captured and 
both sons killed. When the messenger told Eli the news, he 
was sitting at the same seat at the door of the temple. 
Because of his great girth he rolled backwards and broke 
his neck. Now, a young man, Samuel’s first real ministry 
was to tell the nation why the Philistines won that battle. It 
was because of the sin in you! He told them to get rid of 
their idols and put away their sin which they did, and the 
next time they won. 

Samuel also warned the nation against choosing a King. He 
warned them kings come expensive, they will conscript 

131 1 Samuel 2: 30 
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your sons, make servants of your daughter. To pay for all 
this the king will also demand ever-increasing taxes. Saul 
was an insecure man. His insecurity would not allow him 
to let go of material things. Saul’s need to be significant 
meant he would not take orders from anyone else so there 
was constant friction between Samuel and himself. Saul’s 
low self-worth would not allow him to hear anyone else 
receiving praise so David was about to begin a hard time. 

These three character defects were all overlooked because 
of his size and looks. The people wanted a big man to stand 
up against the Philistines. But his real size was revealed 
when they saw Goliath. The inner character began to work 
in his heart to produce fear and incompetence until it 
became evil. He fell out with his son for winning a battle; 
fell out with Samuel by keeping the spoils from the battle; 
fell out with Samuel over the need for ritual cleaning before 
sacrificing; fell out with Samuel who tried to curb his 
impatience, disobedience and pride; fell out with David 
time and again until David had to go into exile. 

Things came to a head when he tore the priestly robe one 
day in anger. Samuel refused to speak him again while he 
is alive. 132 Saul was a Benjaminite, so he was not even of 
the promised line. The sceptre will not depart from Judah 
but, as we have learned by now, the promised line usually 
needs an accomplice behind the scene. Boaz needed his 


132 He was summoned by a medium after his death. 
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brother Elimelech to go as a missionary to find Ruth. 
Moses needed Aaron, not to speak for him as God 
suggested but to spur him on to speak for himself. Saul 
needed a servant to lead him to Samuel before he returned 
home. So it is David, who carried the sceptre, has a way 
prepared for him by Saul, just as John prepared the way for 
Jesus. 

Samuel is not of the seed line either, but he prepares the 
way for it. Samuel had cleared the land of Idols and united 
the tribes to a large extent. A lobby movement had been 
calling for a King since the days of Gideon. Samuel could 
see their folly, but the lobby was shouting louder now and 
Samuel had to ask God what he should do about it. 

The confirmation Saul was the man for the job came in four 
signs: First Samuel was told specifically a Benjamin would 
call, (the clue is in the name because Saul means “called”), 
Samuel then told Saul to retrace his steps home and look for 
three distinct signs as he went. Go by Rachael’s tomb and 
two men would stop him to say, 

When you depart from me today, you will meet two men by Rachel’s 
tomb in the territory of Benjamin at Zelzah, and they will say to you, ‘‘The 
donkeys that you went to seek are found, and now your father has 
ceased to care about the donkeys and is anxious about you, saying, 
“What shall I do about my son ?” 133 


133 1 Samuel 10: 2 
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How would these men know about the donkeys? How 
would they know there was three? Next, Saul must take a 
slight detour to the oak at Tabor where three men going up 
to Bethel would join them on the path as another sign. 

Then you shall go on from there farther and come to the oak of Tabor. 
Three men going up to God at Bethel will meet you there, one carrying 
three young goats, another carrying three loaves of bread, and another 
carrying a skin of wine. These three men will say hello to you. They will 
offer you two bread offerings reserved for priests, and you will accept that 
bread 134 

Notice how specific the detail is! All the way through 
Scripture there is a preciseness. How many loaves? Three! 
How many are they going to give Saul? Two! Finally, Go 
by the Philistine Garrison town where you will meet a 
group of Prophets. A gentle reminder that the people 
wanted a King to drive the Philistines out. What is the 
sign? All singing and dancing prophets and the Spirit of 
Lord would come upon him. 


When Saul and his servant arrived at Gibeah, a group of prophets met 
him. Suddenly the spirit of God took control of him, and he joined in their 
ecstatic dancing and shouting. 135 

Samson had a similar experience. This must surely shake 
the modern concept of a spirit filled person. It’s not always 

134 1 Samuel 10: 3 

135 1 Samuel 10: 10 
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happy ever after when the Spirit comes. Saul did not make 
a good king because he had been “Baptised in the spirit 
This is not the place, but a thorough investigation of the 
scriptures needs to be undertaken by those who think the 
baptism of the spirit is the answer to all a Christian’s needs. 
So far so good but the final instruction was lost. Once Saul 
got home he settled into his ways and forgot to go to Gigal 
and wait seven days for Samuel to arrive. When Samuel 
arrived to crown him king, he was hiding. 

When David was anointed king, Saul was still on the throne 
and a number of people were still loyal to him. When 
David finally sat on the throne he needed to gain the 
people’s confidence before he could unite the nation. He 
took Jerusalem and made it the capital which pleased all the 
tribes. From there he went on to defeat the Amorites, The 
Edomites, the Amelkites and the Philistines until he built 
the nation into an empire. Middle-aged, one event turned 
the whole thing around and thus began the decline of Israel. 
David’s mid-life crisis was the cause, (let the reader 
beware). The Nation had been going from strength to 
strength. At the last battle David fought, he was nearly 
killed because his strength was beginning to decline. His 
trusted friends came to his rescue but when the battle was 
over they called a counsel and told David he was not to go 
to battle again. He was more value as figurehead and King 
than as a dead hero. So next time they went to war David 
stayed home and you know what happened. 
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At the peak of his empire David broke five commandments. 
He coveted, committed adultery, bore false witness, stole a 
wife and murdered. From that very afternoon, not only he, 
but all Israel began to lose everything God had given them. 
Five-hundred-years later the nation was spread abroad 
around the world. 

David wrote psalm-fifty-one and psalm-thirty-one to 
express the deep regret in his heart. But the deed was done 
and the decline set in. From the moment Nathan the 
prophet came to reveal all, his family fell apart, disgruntled 
people in the nation started grumbling about the behaviour 
of the royal children, and people started asking “How can 
Monarchy survive”? David lost the respect of the people 
and a number of them looked toward his son Absalom to 
replace him—until Absalom was killed. 

And that is where the book ends. 
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The Book of Kings was finished sometime after the 
Israelite’s exile into Babylon. 

The new generation were puzzled as to why God had 
allowed Israel to fall to their enemies. Where is God? Why 
has the temple been destroyed? The book of kings is the 
answer to why God let this happen. “It's your ancestors own 
fault because they became immoral, disobedient and idolatrous 
The Hebrew title for these books is, “the Kingdoms”. It is 
as about the rule of a man and not his territory. It’s about a 
reign not a realm. It’s about the amount of power not the 
amount of property. That is why it was easier for the Jews 
than us to understand the kingdom of God. The kingdom is 
entirely dependent on the king, is he is good or bad? 

Samuel had warned the people about three things: First, 
kings would prove to be a curse rather than a blessing. 
Second, God’s blessing was based on a covenant 
faithfulness of the people but if a king was the authority 
then, the faithfulness of the king would be the test. Third, 
God warned the people, the consequence of sins would 
continue to the third and fourth generation. Now the sins of 
David and Solomon are playing out in the nation. We 
might think that our personal sins only affect us, but as we 
have already seen, the battle of Ai was lost because of one 
man’s sin. David took many wives, which meant sibling 
rivalry. David’s courtiers were taking sides out of their 
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ambition for power in the kingdom. Solomon’s many 
wives brought with them their gods. Solomon’s foreign 
wives came with “in-laws”- in the form of alliances and 
compromises with other countries. Adonijah pronounced 
himself as the next king against Solomon with the support 
of many. 

David was not a great dad, but he did pass on two pieces of 
advice to Solomon. Take care of vertical relationships by 
meditating on the law and take care of the horizontal 
relationships by dealing with the internal divisions within 
the leadership. Joab and Simi were officials but rivals and 
get a special mention here. Having done that, Solomon 
tries to unite the country with the temple building project. 
Solomon’s wisdom did not sort that one out either. Because 
he did not have enough skills within the land, he employed 
mainly gentile labourers. This caused jealousy and strain 
within his own people. “Those Immigrants ”, are not a 
modern phenomenon. 

Saul had united the Kingdom. He had started well and 
severely weakened the Philistine Enemy. When the 
Philistines did try again later, they set one man, Goliath to 
challenge one man David. Once they saw that had failed 
they ran for their lives and did not return for some time. 
This allowed Solomon to strengthen and unite the kingdom. 
As a good administrator, Solomon made many good deals 
and sets good goals at first. He did promise he would 
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uphold all those laws of Moses which apply to the King, 136 
but broke every one of them. He began to hoard gold 137 , 
trades horses with Egypt 138 , took foreign wives, 139 and 
sucked up to Egypt by building a palace and a temple for 
his Egyptian wife and her god. While the Temple project 
was underway people got involved, but for Solomon it was 
about the prestige and not the purpose of the Temple. Once 
the project was finished, his interest faded. He turned his 
attention to other matters. He had seven-hundred 
concubines but singled out only one or be two. He said he 
loved the Lord but sacrificed to other gods. 140 Solomon’s 
story is a picture of helplessness—he was never mentored 
by his father David because David was too busy running 
the country. But then again David was never mentored by 
Jesse but just left to his own devices looking after sheep. It’s 
a failing of so many biblical leaders as it is of others. 
Under Solomon, all the wealth concentrated in the South, 
and the North began to resent it. Another modern day 
story? Solomon created a bondage labour market modelled 
on Egypt. 

When Rehoboam became king of the South, the split began 
to widen. The people protested to him against the extortion 
and harsh labour, citing the heavy treatment under 


136 As in Deuteronomy 17: 16-17 

137 Chronicles 10: 14 ff 

138 Chronicles 10: 26 ff 

139 Chronicles 11: 1 ff. 

140 1 kings 3 
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Solomon. Rehoboam rejected the advice of his counsellors 
and consults his mates. 

“Your father made our yoke heavy, please lighten it for us,” Rehoboam 
replied “My little finger is thicker than my father’s thighs. My father laid 
on you a heavy yoke, I will add to your yoke. My father disciplined you 
with whips, but I will discipline you with scorpions .’” 141 


Jeroboam, in the North, joined the devolution campaign 
which was reinforced by the prophet Ahijah. He 
prophesied to Jeroboam: 

And he said to Jeroboam, “Take for yourself ten pieces, for thus says the 
Lord, the God of Israel, “Behold, I am about to tear the kingdom from the 
hand of Solomon and will give you ten tribes (but he shall have one tribe, 
for the sake of my servant David and for the sake of Jerusalem, the city 
that I have chosen out of all the tribes of Israel), because they have 
forsaken me and worshipped Ashtaroth the goddess of the Sidonians, 
Chemosh the god of Moab, and Milcom the god of the Ammonites, and 
they have not walked in my ways, doing what is right in my sight and 
keeping my statutes and my rules, as David his father did . 142 

So ten tribes chose Jeroboam as king. They kept the title 
Israel and almost immediately made a treaty with Syria to 
come against Judah. After that failed, they set up their own 
temples of worship in Bethel & Dan. None of these kings 
were descendent of Judah and did not have a claim to the 


141 1 Kings 12: 10 

142 1 Kings 11: 31-33 
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sceptre line, but they did have one trial after another for 
eighty years following the split. There were no good kings 
in the North. Some kings started well but all ended badly. 
The average reign for bad kings was eleven-years, the 
average reign for good kings was thirty-three. We cannot 
conclude that death itself is the judgement for these bad 
kings. There were many more poor and undeserving that 
died younger because of the sin of these kings. We can 
perhaps conclude that their time was shortened for that sake 
of the torment in the land. Judgement is not death itself but 
facing a creator God who will ask for an account 
afterwards. 

The two tribes in the South were administered by priests 
who became very legalistic. It was named Judah simply 
because Judah was the bigger of the two tribes. The priests 
were neglecting scriptural study and replacing it with 
philosophy and opinion under the rising Greek influence. 
This philosophy separated the spiritual and secular so they 
could justify living secular lives while preaching sacred. 
When the people lost respect for this “priestly wisdom”, 
Priests tried to make many laws to control the people. 

Meanwhile, the ten Northern tribes, (who would be finally 
captured under Assyria, 143 taken out of the land and 
replaced them with others from other lands to become 
known as Samaria), were also having trouble with their own 


143 not Syria which was a country to the North of Israel not North East 
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kings. Ahab married Jezebel the Sidonian. In the Sidonian 
language Jezebel means “Primrose”, but in Hebrew it 
means “dunghill”. Jezebel brought her religion to the 
palace and country. She and her husband vigorously 
propagated Baal and sex-god worship, to this end Jezebel 
brought with her seven-hundred priests of Baal. Jezebel is 
mentioned again in Revelation where she is pictured as still 
active against the Church by encouraging immorality, false 
prophesy and idol worship in the church. The year Elijah 
stepped into the scene, Jezebel was the main influence. Hiel 
of Bethel tried to rebuild Jericho. He got as far as putting 
up the gates when the curse spoken by Joshua took effect, 
God killed his sons. This was all during Elijah’s time. 

Jumping to king Hezekiah, who became sick for a time and 
had a delegation of well-wishers from a little town called 
Babylon. Babylon was only a small country then but it was 
rising rapidly. Hezekiah showed the well-wishers around 
temple with all its treasures. When Isaiah heard about it he 
was angry and prophesied, “ Babylon would come and take 
everything you have shown them”, and they did, but it was 
few years later, and we will meet that again in another 
prophet’s book. 

Josiah was a contemporary of Jeremiah they were both 
eight-years old at the time Josiah was crowned, although 
Jeremiah is not mentioned in Kings. Josiah ordered the 
cleaning of temple and found book of the law. He had the 
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book read before the people because he was surprised at 
how far they had moved from its commandments while it 
had been lost. Under the influence of his uncle, the High 
Priest, he tried to clean up by land by legislation, but did 
not succeed because you can’t legislate people into 
righteousness. He mentions a “book of Chronicles of the 
Kings of Judah ”, that is not our Chronicles but another 
book lost in history. Josiah made a big mistake when he 
formed an alliance Egypt. Egypt went to battle with 
Assyria and Josiah went with him against the prophet’s 
advice. He died in that battle. In his days Pharaoh Neco 
king of Egypt, King Josiah tried to stop the Egyptian army 
at Megiddo. He went up to join the king of Assyria at the 
river Euphrates. Neco killed him on the edge of Megiddo, 
so his servants carried him from Megiddo to Jerusalem to 
bury him in his own tomb. 144 Judah crowned Jehoahaz his 
son and made him king in his father’s place. 

Manasseh followed Jehoahaz. He was an evil king 
introducing Satan worship and sacrificing his own sons in 
valley of Hinnom. The valley Hinnom became known a 
Gehenna (hell). The tribe Manasseh, were the sons of 
Joseph. They had the largest land area but were not the 
largest tribe. They claimed, because of their heritage they 
should have more. When Joshua said no, they resented it. 
This was a seed of the sin that continued to the third 
generation and led the hatred and death of Isaiah? 


144 2 Kings 23: 29 
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Manasseh’s hatred of Isaiah drove him to order Isaiah be 
sawn in two in a hollow tree. 145 

We need to stop off here for a moment because our 
promised seed line is in danger again. This time it is at the 
hands of Jezebel’s Daughter—Athaliah. Jezebel of the 
North managed to get her daughter, Athaliah, married off to 
king Jehoram in the South by making a trade treaty. 
Jehoram was a wicked king, and to be sure his position as 
king was secure he killed all six of his brothers. As soon as 
he died, Ahaziah set out to kill all Jehoram’s sons, hoping 
she could be first queen of Judah thereby finishing the 
promised line. Youngest son, seven-year-old Jehoash, (or 
Joash), was taken and hidden in the living quarters of the 
temple by Jehosheba. 146 Under Jehosheba, the priests 
executed a revolt, killed Athaliah and Ahaziah and crowned 
Jehoash who was still only seven-years old. So once again 
God secured his promise of the seed line and removed the 
bad kings who would have taken the throne before 
Jehoash. 147 


While the book is named Kings, it tells a lot about the 
prophets and their relationship with the kings. There was a 
time of peace in which Elijah and Elisha lived. But then for 
fifty-years, before the Northern tribes were carried off to 


145 Hebrews 11 “some were sawn asunder” refers to this incident 

146 Jehosheba was the high priest whom Joash’s Aunt had married. 

147 You can read the details in 2 Kings 11 
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Babylon, there were many minor wars. We will look at the 
prophets later, but for now, God gave numerous chances to 
repent during those fifty-years by sending prophets to 
foretell the exile. But they would not, so the prophets, 
(mainly Elijah & Elisha to North; Amos & Hosea to South), 
foretold their capture to Babylon with only a remanent 
returning after seventy-years. 
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Chapter 11 JONAH 

The book of Jonah is not about a whale. It is not about a 
prophecy or the destruction of an evil nation. Its not about 
running away from God. All these have legitimate place in 
the story but this account is about the heart struggle of a 
prophet. 

There are two things a prophet needs to have clear in his 
heart. First, how can he be sure he has heard from God. 
Second, how can she be sure she has conveyed the 
prophecy correctly. Prophets in the Old Testament were 
usually confident by nature, but Jonah was not. He had a 
real struggle to be sure he was hearing and speaking the 
words of God. His problem was, what he heard sometimes 
got distorted by the time he delivered it. There was a 
temptation to embellish it to make it more presentable. 
Perhaps that temptation is still around today? 

This book is about the man. The man is named Jonah. 
What does Jonah mean? We have two Hebrew alternatives. 
(YWN) is the Hebrew to which we can add the vowels 
(yawen) to make “muddy” or “unclear” or (yona) to make 
“dove”. Noah might have said he was “unclear” if the 
water had receded, so he sent out a “Dove”. The association 
continues in the Hebrew mind as the Spirit of God hovered like 
a dove over the waters to turn chaos into order 148 so the Spirit 


148 See also Genesis 1. 
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of God descended like a dove on Jesus at his baptism to make 
it clear that he was the son of God. 


As a young prophet, Jonah heard from God telling him to 
prophesy to Jeroboam II. 

Jeroboam the son of Joash, king of Israel, began to reign in Samaria, 

And he did what was evil in the sight of the Lord. He continued all the 
sins of Jeroboam the son of Nebat and made Israel sin. He did restore 
the border strip of Israel from Lebo-Hamath the Dead Sea in accordance 
with the word of the Lord, spoken by Jonah, the prophet, who was from 
Nazareth . 149 


We are not told that God told Jonah he was to bless the 
king, but clearly Jonah thought that was part of the message 
so that is what he did. When Jeroboam captured the first 
small city in this strip of border land, he set about boasting 
how great he was. To which, God sent a more experienced 
prophet named Amos to Jeroboam to prophesy, “The Lord 
will use the people from Lebo-Hamath to the Dead Sea to 
oppress you 

Now clearly that got Jonah’s goat and caused friction 
between himself and God. Jonah thought God had told him 
one thing, and he had delivered it as he thought he should, 
then God sent another prophet to contradict him. Whether 

149 2 Kings 14: 23-25 
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Jonah elaborated or misunderstood or whether God changed 
his mind because of the kings boasting we are not told. It is 
so easy to misjudge God when we don’t know all the facts. 
Clearly this was a factor Jonah was trying to resolve when 
he got his next commission. Had he misheard God? Why 
had God made him look a fool and taken away his 
creditability last time? Was Amos a false prophet? 
Whatever, he was not going to be caught twice. 

Jonah gained the reputation of a complainer. But he is not 
the only complainer in Scripture. His complaint, “Why do 
you make it easy for such evil people to escape justice ”, is a 
valid question. Jeremiah had the same compliant 150 What is 
Jonah running from? God or Fear? The Assyrians had a 
nasty habit of impaling people who disagreed with them. 
Impaling was the precursor to crucifixion. Solders would 
impale a live person with a long pole and line them up 
along the main road into the city. Was that why Jonah 
thought he stood a better chance running away? Did he fear 
being impaled? Perhaps he just hated Gentiles, but then 
why flee to gentile Spain? Perhaps he did not like the idea 
of giving evil people the chance to repent. Perhaps he was 
thinking of the threat to Israel his people. Perhaps he 
thought Israel is so evil its about time God sent the 
Assyrians to punish them anyway. There are many people 
who think like that. 


150 Jeremiah chapter 12. 
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Arise, and go to Nineveh, the great city: and preach in it exactly as I told 
you . 151 

So his sermon was just eight words long in English. But 
that was enough. 

‘’Forty days from now, Nineveh will be destroyed”! 

So what was Jonah’s complaint? Jonah had to reconcile in 
his heart, How can God bless those who have done so much 
evil? Its the same question Jeremiah asked, (but he did not 
run away): 

Whenever I complain to you, Lord, you are always fair. But now I have 
questions about your justice. Why is life easy for sinners? Why are they 
successful? When you spoke to me, I was glad to obey, because I 
belong to you, I don’t go to parties and have a good time. Instead, I 
keep to myself for you because you have filled me with your anger. 

Why am I in perpetual sorrow, while they enjoy life ? 152 

It’s a fair question. The psalmist asked it also, as have a 
number of other people. 

“Ultimately divine grace toward sinners cannot be understood. It doesn’t 
have a reason it simply reflects the way God is” (anon). 

Jonah is both sensitive and insecure. In his arguments the 
pronoun “I” pops up too often. Jonah was from Galilee. It 

151 Jonah 3: 2 

152 Jeremiah 12: 1 ff 
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is worth pointing out that nearly all the prophets that went 
to surrounding nations come from the same area as Jonah. 
Nahum, who will appear in our next study came from this 
area. This was the main base of Jesus” ministry. The South 
was nationalistic in its outlook. It had the focus of the 
temple, lawyers and high priest. Whereas the North was 
much more international because the trade routes crossed 
here. It was called “Galilee of the nations” because the 
cross roads of the main trade routes met at the hill of 
Megiddo (Armageddon). 

Jesus was unpopular in the South but very popular in the 
North. We think of him as preaching to Israel but many of 
the world’s tradesmen would have stopped off here and no 
doubt listened to his preaching. 

Iraq was known as Assyria then, and Nineveh only became 
the capital after Jonah’s time. It was a place of importance 
and had a palace there for the occasions the king came 
visiting, but it was not the royal palace, it was just an 
alternative to staying in a hotel. The three day’s journey 
mentioned is across Iraq to the city of Nineveh, not across 
Nineveh itself 153 , which eventually grew to be ten miles 
across, (half a day’s journey). The city was started about 
seven-fifty-BC and Jonah arrived about thirty-years later. 
The king appears to have been visiting from the capital at 


153 My preference: Nineveh was inland from where Jonah was delivered by the fish. Some say the three days was the 
time it would take to see all its treasures, Some would argue it was the circumference of the city which would be 
thirty miles and only one-and-a-half days journey. Some would argue it was the time it took the king to travel 
between his 2 palaces. But these reasons are all immaterial, why the writer mentioned it at all was probably just to 
show how big the city was. 
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the same time as Jonah because he also joins in the act of 
repentance. Interestingly, Jonah is the only prophet Jesus 
compared himself to. Jonah was a sort of folk hero round 
about Nazareth. 

For as Jonas was three days and three nights in the whale’s belly; so 
shall the Son of man be three days and three nights in the heart of the 
earth . 154 


The question must be asked here, How can a nation turn so 
quickly to repentance in such a short time and with such a 
minimal preaching? What is going on behind the scenes in 
Nineveh? 

It is clear that something was going on behind the scenes in 
the spiritual realm. Why was God so determined to get 
Jonah to Nineveh on time? It may be that the Assyrians 
themselves were fearful. At a time of civil war, it would be 
an ideal time for the Meads and Persians to attack them. 
The Assyrians were a very religious people. Joshua found 
it easy to defeat Jericho for similar reasons, although 
Jericho made a big show behind their walls, rumours of 
Israel’s victories lead the people to fear. Although Nineveh 
put in a brave face, they were not a secure people inside 155 . 
When God plans He usually prepares the circumstance 
ahead for success. Consider the miracles in the book Jonah. 


154 Matthew 12: 40 

155 In accordance with the culture of the day, Nahum calls them ‘a bunch of women’ chapter 3: 13 
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There is the wind which the sailors recognised as 
supernatural; The cast lots that singled out Jonah from all 
the crew; The storm ceased immediately Jonah thrown 
overboard; A fish conveniently around in a vast ocean to 
aid Jonah at the precise time; The fish got sick just as he 
was passing the right place for Jonah to continue his 
journey; A worm waiting to eat the roots of Jonah’s 
“umbrella” and scorching winds that made him appreciate 
it. 

Whatever, The people did repent and the city was saved. 
But only for another one-hundred-and-forty-years. Then 
another prophet named Nahum was called to go again to 
Nineveh because they had backslidden into their old ways. 
This time when the king offered to repent and put on 
sackcloth, Nahum answered, “Its too late”. There was no 
option for repentance now because the time of grace was 
over and judgement time had arrived. Nineveh fell in six- 
hundred -and-twelve-BC and the rest of Assyria fell in six- 
hundred-and-seven-BC. 
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Chapter 12 OBADIAH 

What is a Prophet? A Prophet is “One who hears from God 
and speaks for God”. They were also called seers because 
they usually heard from God in the form of a vision or a 
dream. That form gives God the ability to communicate in 
a world not confined to the time laws and physical 
restraints of our existence. Through pictures, we can bridge 
a gap between our existence in time and what will happen 
in the future. Although not always understandable in the 
meantime, when the time of fulfilment gets near it becomes 
clearer. We will speak more of this when we get to the 
difficult prophetic books like Ezekiel, Daniel and 
Revelation. 

I speak in the past tense, but I will remind you Paul says, “/ 
would that all believers prophesy. In that he is quoting 
Moses who was challenged by some of his elders 
complaining to him that the people in the camp were 
prophesying. 

But Moses said to them, ‘‘Are you jealous for my sake? Would that all the 
Lord’s people were prophets, that the Lord would put his Spirit on 
them !’ 156 


It must be said, as you read scripture there were periods of 
time when there seemed to be no prophets about at all. 
That does not mean there was nobody prophesying, just that 


156 Numbers 11: 29 
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they were not prophesying at a national level. Anna and 
Simeon were not national prophet figures, they were 
faithful believers of God who only happened to be 
mentioned and recorded because they were present at the 
presentation of Jesus. It does appear that national prophets 
only seemed to turn up when national things are going 
wrong, but that is because God never punished without 
having warned the people first. One other misconception 
about Old-Testament prophets, is they only spoke to Israel 
and Judah. Obadiah is the first in a group of minor 
prophets sent to the neighbouring country of Edom. 

Obadiah is deduced by many to have 
been Ahab’s steward who hid one- 
hundred prophets from Jezebel. 157 We 
are told he feared the Lord from his 
youth 158 and that he may have also 
been one of two Obadiah’s around at 
the time who were sent by 
Jehoshaphat to teach the law in 
Judah 159 

Remember, one of the themes we are 
looking at from Genesis is “ What has gone wrong and how 
will it be put right”. Obadiah introduces the Phrase “The 
day of the Lord is coming ”, which refers to the day when 
God will put things right. It becomes a common phrase 
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from here on in scripture. Peter writes of that day, in 
which the whole world will be judged 160 . The name 
Obadiah means “ servant of Yahweh ”, or “ worshipper of 
Yahweh These are the same thing in Hebrew eyes. 

Edom (Figure 40 page 125) is situated almost at the cross roads 
of world. Two trade routes cross here, Africa to Asia 
crosses the Europe to Arabia route. So why was Obadiah 
speaking to Edom? Under David Edom became a satellite 
of Israel. It was part of the Promised Land but had never 
been captured until David became king. There are two cites 
Bosrah and Sela, today we know Sela better as Petra one of 
the seven ancient wonders of the world. The people of 
Edom were a proud people and thought they were 
invincible. They had an impenetrable town on a very high 
mountain from which they could look down on Israel - 
both physically and in attitude. They actually boasted 
“God himself could not bring us down”. Obadiah 
prophesied differently, “ You will be brought down and your 
line will come to an end 7 It did, but not until one-hundred- 
years after Jesus, which reminds us that prophesy is about 
God and His timing, not ours. Obadiah had seen all of this 
in his vision. But as with all dreams and visions, past or 
present, the actual time is rarely discernable. 

The hatred Edomites had for Jews went back a long way. 
The people of Edom descended from Esau, Jacob’s twin. 


160 2 Peter 3: 7-13 
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As brothers Esau and Jacob struggled in their mother’s 
womb. This sibling rivalry developed into full-blown 
hatred between Esau and Israel which festered through the 
ages. By now it must be clear a spiritual battle is taking 
place much of which continues in Israel and the Palestine 
today. Once again you may remember from Genesis why it 
started, Jacob had been chosen by God for the seed line 
between Adam and Messiah, Esau allowed this to turn to 
hatred and Jealousy and then to fester. Edom means “red” 
and although the land has red clay, the name came from 
Esau’s ginger hair. Haman in the book of Esther was from 
the line of Esau and his hatred is clearly deep-seated. In the 
Exodus story, Edom refused Israel rites of passage through 
their land. Although they were small in number and could 
not attack Israel alone, any time a larger nation attacked 
Israel, Edom would join in taking spoils and plunder. This 
gave rise to God’s judgement: 

When thieves come at night, they take only what they want. When 
people gather grapes, they always leave a few. But your enemies have 
wiped you out completely. 

Edom was finally subjected by David, but during the reign 
of Jehoram, Edom revolted again. 

The pride of your heart has deceived you, you who live in the clefts of 
the rock, in your lofty dwelling, who say in your heart, ‘‘Who will bring me 
down to the ground?’ Though you soar aloft like the eagle, though your 
nest is set among the stars, from there I will bring you down, declares the 
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Lord. 161 

Edom’s destruction began with the Babylonian invasion 
under Nebuchadnezzar 162 It continued into the fourth- 
eentury-BC. It began with the invasion of the Arabs known 
as the Sabbatarians who forced them to a small region south 
of Judah. In the seeond-eentury-BC, Judas Maccabees slew 
twenty thousand of them and John Hyrcanus 163 then forced 
the remnant to accept circumcision and the Law. But 
Obadiah prophesies God would wipe Edom out completely. 

Because of the violence done to your brother Jacob, shame shall cover 
you, and you shall be cut off forever . 164 

How did that happen? We must take a look here at the seed 
line from Adam to Messiah. It was safe by the time of 
Jesus because the sceptre had been firmly placed in the 
hands of Messiah. Edom had not realised that, so one 
descendant of Esau went to Julia Caesar and asked to buy 
the throne of Israel which Rome had captured. His name 
was Herod the Edomite, or Herod the Great, as he is better 
known. Esau who sold his birth right to Jacob at last 
thought he could buy it back. He had just paid out a 
massive amount to buy the throne when wise men arrived 
and asked to see the king of the Jews. 


161 Obadiah 1:3-4 

162 CA. 600 BC. 

163 134-104 BC. 

164 Obadiah 1: 1 
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Now can you see why Herod was so angry and why he 
killed every boy in Bethlehem. He thought he had bought 
title deeds of the Messianic line to pass on to his sons, but 
he had been sold a pup. His son was the Herod who killed 
John the Baptist. His grandson was eaten by worms 
according to the book of Acts. His great-grandson was 
Agrippa who died without children in one-hundred-AD. 
That ended the Edomite line, just as Obadiah had seen in 
his vision of five-eighty-BC. 

Obadiah ends his message by applying the same principle 
to all nations including Israel. God hates the proud because 
pride leads to false security in self and a contempt for every 
one around. God will bring the proud down no matter who. 
The destruction of Moab was also prophesied by Isaiah, 
Jeremiah, Ezekiel and Malachi. But the principles are 
applied to all nations by Obadiah. 


But do not gloat over the day of your brother in the day of his misfortune; 
do not rejoice over the people of Judah in the day of their ruin; do not 
boast in the day of distress. Do not enter the gate of my people in the 
day of their calamity to gloat over his disaster and do not loot his wealth 
in that day . 165 


165 Obadiah 1: 12-13. 


Page 131 



Surfing the Old Testament Scriptures 


Page 132 



Creation (Gen :1) Adam [Gen: 3) 


Pre-Histor 

Cain &Abel [Gen 4) 


The flood (Gen: 6) Babel to Babylon (Gen :1±) 


Israel 4 periods of500 years Ooei) 


1 Led by Patriarchs (Abraham Isaac Jacob) 

1 <2000 BC) 19001 1800 | 

2 Prophets from Moses to Samuel 

1 <1500 BC) 1 4001 1300 | 

3 Kings (princes) Saul to Zedekiah, king of Judah 


1 200 | 


Figure 43: Joel -where are we ?-Time 


1 00 I 



Chapters 

1-3 

BOOK IN BRIEF - JOEL 

Judgment and Restoration 

1 

1-12 

The Invasion of the Locust 

1 

13-20 

The Call to Repentance 

2 

1-11 

Judgment: The Day of the Lord 

2 

12-17 

The Call to Repentance 

2 

18-27 

Restoration: From the Locusts 

2 

28-32 

Renewal & Vindication: All Flesh 

3 

1-21 

Final Judgment over the Nations 


Figure 44: Outline Joel 


Page 133 





















Surfing the Old Testament Scriptures 


Chapter 13 JOEL 

The book of Joel comes ten years later than the book of 
Obadiah. 

Joel means “Yahweh is God”. Joel appears on the scene at 
a precise moment in time between the first deportation of 
Judah to Babylon and the destruction of the Temple in five- 
eighty- five-BC. 

Consecrate a fast; call a solemn assembly. Gather the elders and all the 
inhabitants of the land to the house of the Lord your God, and cry out to 
the Lord there ...For the day of the Lord is near, and as destruction from 
the Almighty it comes. 166 

The picture of the invading army as an army of locusts is 
vivid. Locusts very rarely bother Judea as prevailing winds 
always take swarms of locusts further North, but locusts in 
their millions block out the sun and march through the 
crops like an army would march. History tells us there is a 
precautionary procedure for such events. At the sound of 
the warning trumpet, pits and trenches were dug, bags of 
combustible matter laid in them and set on fire. 

Blow the trumpet in Zion; call a solemn assembly 167 


166 Joel 1: 14-15 

167 Joel 2: 15 
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Like Obadiah, Joel is warning the people it’s too late to 
change God’s mind. But unlike Obadiah, Joel’s prophesies 
look beyond the return after seventy-years. 

Chapters-two-and-three are picked up and expanded in the 
New-Testament. Joel speaks in the near future when the 
invaders will be removed and destroyed themselves, God 
will restore the land from the devastation the last army has 
left. But then he jumps to a concept that is way outside 
their imagination. 

‘‘And it shall come to pass afterward, that I will pour out my Spirit on all 
flesh... And I will show wonders in the heavens and on the earth, blood 
and fire and columns of smoke. The sun shall be turned to darkness, 
and the moon to blood,... And it shall come to pass that everyone who 
calls on the name of the Lord shall be saved ”. 168 

The book of Acts picks up this theme and expands on it. 
When Peter preaches on the day of Pentecost, he speaks not 
only of the renewal of Israel but all flesh. 

When Jesus appeared to his disciples for the last time in 
Acts chapter-one, they ask the question 4 Is this the time you 
are going to restore Israel and Jerusalem’? Jesus replies in 
so many words, we are not up to Joel chapter-three, yet we 
are still in chapter-two. The darkness has covered the earth, 
the temple of my body has been destroyed, it has been 


168 Joel 2: 29-32 
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restored again. Further, the enemy has been defeated but 
there is another phase to go through before the end time: 

In the meantime, Go back to Jerusalem and wait. When the Holy Spirit 
comes on you, you will receive power, you will be my witnesses, you will 
tell people everywhere about me not only in Jerusalem but also in the 
world . 169 

The sun shall be turned to darkness, and the moon to blood, before the 
great and awesome day of the Lord comes. And it shall come to pass 
that everyone who calls on the name of the Lord shall be saved . 170 


169 Act 1: 8 

170 Joel 2: 28-32 
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Chapter 14 MICAH 

Micah is the first of the prophets to warn Judah of their 
impending doom. He is a contemporary of Isaiah. 

The book Micah is written in the language of the 
Courtroom. The sentences are to be pronounced upon the 
Israel-(Judea) and Judah (Jerusalem) separately, then the 
Judge will sum up. 

Judea. 

But you Bethlehem Ephrath, you are one of the smallest towns in the 
nation of Judah. But the Lord will choose one of your people to rule the 
nation — someone whose family goes back to ancient times. Like a 
shepherd taking care of his sheep, this coming ruler will lead and care for 
his people by the power and glorious name of the Lord his God. His 
people will live securely, and the whole earth will know his true great¬ 
ness, 171 

Jerusalem. 

Enemy troops have surrounded you; As they have struck Israel’s ruler in 
the face with a stick, so they will strike you. 172 

The Judges Summary 

When will you learn to come before the Lord, and bow myself before the 
high God? Shall you come before him with burnt offerings, with calves of 
a year old? Will the Lord be pleased with thousands of rams, or with ten- 
thousands of rivers of oil? Shall you give your firstborn for my transgres¬ 
sion, the fruit of my body for the sin of my soul? He has shown you, 0 

171 Micah 5: 2-4 

172 Micah 5: 1 
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man, what is good; and what doth the Lord require of thee, but to do 
justly, and to love mercy, and to walk humbly with thy God? 173 

There are two things clear to those listening but that we 
might not pick up immediately, First, Bethlehem supplied 
the lambs to the Jerusalem temple for sacrifice. Jesus 
himself would come from Bethlehem. Second, every year 
Jewish people would (and still do), put the last verse of 
chapter-seven together with some words from the book of 
Jonah. They go down to the sea, stand at the waters edge 
and empty their pockets into the sea while reciting The 
“Tasclich” (you will cast): 

There is no God like you. You take away people’s guilt. 

God will forgive his people who survive. 

He will not stay angry with them forever, because he enjoys being kind. 

He will come back and comfort us again. He will throw all our sins into the deep 

174 

sea. 

In most passages of this kind it is Satan that does the 
accusing, but here God himself is bringing the case against 
Jerusalem. It is God himself that pronounces the laws by 
which all are to be judged. Here again we must be careful 
of the preacher who likes to take a verse out of context to 
give a false hope to those that cannot see what has gone 
before. 

This is a courtroom scene but Micah draws the focus in on 
the Judge. In Chapter-six-verse-eight, we have another 


173 Micah 6: 6-8 

174 Micah 7: 18 -19 
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misunderstood verse. It is very often misappropriated in 
one of three ways. 

Mic 6:8 He hath shown you, 0 man, what is good; and what doth the 
Lord require of thee, but to do justly, and to love mercy, and to walk 
humbly with thy God? 

What is the most important part of this verse? Is it to do 
Justly? Is it love mercy? Is it to walk Humbly? No! No! 
No! A person can do Justly, love mercy and walk Humbly 
without the gospel if he or she is predisposed by nature to 
do so. When a person of natural disposition stands before 
the judge the verdict will still be Guilty as charged because 
the standard was insufficient. Referring back to Leviticus 
and the positions of Holiness, Common and Unclean, 
natural disposition may be enough to get us by as a 
common, but the requirement is to be Holy 175 . You can do 
justly love mercy and walk humbly because the law says 
you are to do these things—that is living under the law. But 
no law has ever been written that does not leave a grey area 
in which a judgement must be made by those attempting to 
keep the law. The most important part of the verse is the 
link. “He has shown you O man and O woman ”. 

Some modern versions translate “He has told you ” but that 
is a wrong translation. The Hebrew has it “He has 
Manifest to you the way ” it may be translated 
“demonstrated the way”, “shown the way” or even “ made 

175 Leviticus 11: 45 
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the way”. But not “told”. Why so pernickety? Because the 
verse without the context relies on works, within the 
context it provides the grace that can avoid a guilty verdict. 
Without Micah chapter-five-verse-two, there is no 
substitute to pay the price of release and the punishment 
must be met. There is no Bethlehem and no sacrificial 
lamb! 

But You, Bethlehem Ephratah, though thou be little among the thousands 
of Judah, yet out of you shall come forth the one fit be ruler in Israel; His 
goings forth has been from old to everlasting.... I brought you up out of 
Egypt, and redeemed you from status of slaves; and I sent before you 
Moses, Aaron, and Miriam to show you the way. 176 

God is not looking primarily for behaviour, but heart. Law 
and commands may modify behaviour but sacrifices are 
works without right motivation of heart. If sacrifices or 
behaviour are our defence the judge will have to bring in a 
verdict of guilty. 

Micah’s contemporary, Isaiah was upper class having been 
born in the palace, he principally spoke severely to kings 
and leaders. Micah was from a humble background and 
spoke mainly to comfort the common folk. But for all their 
different in background they had a remarkably similar 
message. The poor of the land are oppressed by you rich 
brethren. Your prophets are corrupt and falsely telling the 
poor people the Assyrians were coming to get them. Your 

176 Micah 5: 2 and Micah 6: 4 
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Priests are exploiting the people, hoarding stock taken from 
the poor by pretence of siege, (actually they were scoffing 
themselves with it). Your landlords are evicting people 
from houses and land including widows and orphans to 
make a quick profit. Your Judges are asking for bribes to 
fix cases. Your leaders are apathetic toward the poor and 
secretly organizing orgies and fertility rights while 
introducing idols again. 

The poor people of the land were asking God “Why won’t 
you sort this out God”. “Micah’s people” had a double 
whammy. They were on the receiving end of the sins of the 
wealthy in the hills of Jerusalem but were also fearful of 
how God would deal with the whole nation when they 
could do nothing about it. They were complaining this was 
unfair. 

To the rich Micah prophesied 

You lying prophets promise security for anyone who gives you food, but 
disaster for anyone who refuses to feed you. Here is what the Lord says 
to you prophets: ‘‘You live in the dark, far from the sight of the sun, with 
no message from me. You prophets and priests will all be disgraced” 177 

Wherewith shall I come before the Lord, and bow myself before the high 
God? Shall I come before him with burnt offerings, with calves of a year 
old? Will the Lord be pleased with thousands of rams, or with ten-thou¬ 
sands of rivers of oil? Shall I give my firstborn for my transgression, the 


111 Micah 3: 5-7 
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fruit of my body for the sin of my soul? He has shown you, 0 man, what 
is good; and what doth the Lord require of thee, but to do justly, and to 
love mercy, and to walk humbly with thy God? 178 

Listen Jerusalem, enemy troops will surround you and strike you rulers 
in the face with a stick. 179 

But to poor in the low-lands he prophesied, ‘Don’t be afraid 
of the Assyrians, they are on their way out’. There is 
Judgement coming but God will not stay angry with you 
forever, because he enjoys being kind. He will come back 
and comfort you again once He has thrown all our sins into 
the deep sea. 18 °. Its a picture of a child sitting on the 
naughty seat for seventy-years but then being restored and 
rebuilt. Jerusalem and the Temple will be restored but after 
they return from punishment. To crown it, God will choose 
the poor town of Bethlehem to birth Messiah: 

Bethlehem Ephrath, you are one of the smallest towns in the nation of 
Judah. But the Lord will choose one of your people to rule the nation— 
someone whose family goes back to ancient times. 


178 Micah 6: 6 

179 Micah 5: 1 

180 Micah 7: 18 
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Chapter 15 NAHUM 

‘‘Though the mills of God grind slowly, yet they grind exceeding small; 
Though with patience He stands waiting, with exactness grinds He all. ’ 

(Longfellow) 


When almost every sermon labours on God’s love, Nahum 
reminds us that there comes a time when God’s mercy runs 
out. We have seen this in our study of Judges, Kings and 
Exodus, and in fact most of the books we have studied so 
far. Jonah got angry, not because he thought God would not 
punish but because he thought it should be immediately 
after his prophecy. If anyone would have rejoiced at 
Nahum’s prophecy it would surely be Jonah. But being 
Jonah he would probably have asked himself, Why was 
God so lenient after my prophecy but not after Nahum’s. 
The answer lies in the timing. Nahum came one-hundred- 
and-fifty-years later. This time, when the king of Nineveh 
offered to repent in sack cloth it was turned down by God. 
Grace time is over and Judgement has come. 

There is no healing of your fracture; your wound is grievous; all who hear 
the news of you shall clap the hands over you; for upon whom has your 
wickedness not passed continually? 181 

Nahum was born and bred under Assyrian rule in occupied 
Israel. Nahum was from Capernaum. Caper means 
“ Village” The “village of Nahum” (later called Elcosh). 

181 Nahum 3: 19 


Page 146 



Chapter 15 NAHUM 


Nahum means “comfort”. The man of Comfort from the 
village of comfort. Although you might be forgiven for 
thinking he is a bit sarcastic in his writing, his book is 
meant as a Comfort to the people of Judea. Nahum could 
afford to be confident because he had a very precise vision. 
He asks six questions and got six answers: Who will fall? 
How will they fall? Why they will fall? Who will be saved? 
How they will be saved? Why they will be saved? 

Nineveh, you are finished! You are already surrounded by enemy 
armies! Sound the alarm! Man the ramparts! Muster your defences, For 
the land of the people of God lies empty and broken after your attacks, 
but the Lord will restore their honour and power again! Shields flash red 
in the sunlight! The attack begins! See their scarlet uniforms! See their 
glittering chariots moving forward side by side, pulled by prancing steeds! 
Your own chariots race recklessly along the streets and through the 
squares, darting like lightning, gleaming like torches. The king shouts 
for his officers; But too late! The river gates are open! The enemy has 
entered! The palace is in panic! The queen of Nineveh is brought out 
naked to the streets and led away, a slave, with all her maidens weeping 
after her; listen to them mourn. Her soldiers slip away, deserting her; she 
cannot hold them back. “Stop, stop, ’ she shouts, but they keep on 
running. Loot the silver! Loot the gold! There seems to be no end of 
treasures. Her vast, wealth is stripped away and the city is an empty 
shambles. Where now is that great Nineveh, lion of the nations, once 
mighty lion! You crushed your enemies to feed your children and your 
wives, and filled your city and your homes with captured goods and 
slaves. But now the Lord Almighty has turned against you. He destroys 
your weapons. Your chariots stand there, silent and unused. Your finest 
youths lie dead. Never again will you bring back slaves from conquered 
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nations; never again will you rule the earth. 182 


Bear in mind what Nahum saw. No army in known history 
wore a scarlet uniform at the time he prophesied. Babylon 
had not yet risen to full power, let alone developed its 
scorched earth policy. But when Babylon did rise to power 
they wore red uniform and painted their shields red so the 
enemy would not see any blood they might shed in the 
fight. Nahum also saw the sluice gates. The army drained 
the water and marched into the city via these gates. I would 
love to be blessed with a vision of such detail, so also I 
think, would Jonah! God waited one-hundred-and-twenty 
years after Jonah to complete His judgement on Nineveh. 
Here is a sober warning for people who take grace for 
granted. 


The Lord is a jealous and avenging God; the Lord is avenging and 
wrathful; the Lord takes vengeance on his adversaries and keeps wrath 
for his enemies. 183 

The people were asking 4 How can a loving God allow such 
evil’? If He is all powerful then he can’t be loving and if he 
is loving he can’t have the power to stop them. The logic 
behind this question is, ‘why do good people have to 
suffer’? Why not just annihilate the bad? God says to 


182 Nahum 2 (TLB) 

183 Nahum 1: 2 
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Nahum I have an answer to the problem but it is not your 
answer. God’s grace is sufficient to the point that His 
judgement decides when evil has reached its fullness in 
man. Up until that point, by God’s grace, mankind may 
repent. God’s wrath against Nineveh of the Assyrians 
began when His judgement decided the Assyrians evil had 
reached its limits. 

Everyone who sees you will be shocked. They will say, ‘‘Nineveh is des¬ 
troyed. Who will cry for her?” I know I cannot find anyone to comfort you, 
Nineveh." 184 

Nahum reassures the common people of Judah, “God will 
handle your enemies”. Then, with a rather sexist remark he 
said, 'you are just a bunch of women”. To answer the 
question “Why do the wicked prosper ”1 He opens his 
prophecy explaining: 

The Lord is a jealous God. The Lord punishes the guilty, and he is very 
angry. The Lord punishes his enemies, and he stays angry with them. 
Everyone who sees you will be shocked. They will say, ‘‘Nineveh is des¬ 
troyed. Who will cry for her?” I know I cannot find anyone to comfort you, 
Nineveh.” 185 

Things will be resolved but in God’s Timing which may not 
suit human patience. Can you see Judah rejoicing over this 
judgement? Don’t get smug believer, God will judge His 


184 Nahum 3: 7 

185 Nahum 1: 2 ff 
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people with the same judgement. And he tells them 
through Habakkuk. 
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Chapter 16 HABAKKUK 

Habakkuk launches his book with a complaint or two of his 
own. His first complaint: 

Lord, I continue to ask for help. When will you listen tome? I cried to 
you about the violence, but you did nothing! People are stealing things 
and hurting others. They are arguing and fighting. Why do you make me 
look at these terrible things? The law is weak and not fair to people. Evil 
people win their fights against good people. So the law is no longer fair, 
and justice does not win any more . 186 

To which the Lord answered. “ Watch the nations, I will 
make the Babylonians strong and great then I will grind the 
Assyrians into the ground” 

Habakkuk’s second Complaint: 

God, Your eyes are too good to look at evil. You cannot stand to see 
people doing wrong. So why do you permit such evil? How can you 
watch while the wicked destroy people who are so much better ? 187 

To his question “ God why won’t you do anything about the 
evil in our nation ”? God answered, “Actually, I am about 
to deal with you, and I am going to use the Babylonians 
discipline you That was not what he was expecting to 
hear. He expected a revival, but revival would not deal 
with the evil they had already committed. Revival just 


186 Habakkuk 1: 2 

187 Habakkuk 1: 13 
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sweeps sin under the carpet and produces the mentality we 
see so often today—God is all loving and even if we 
continue in our sin he will make it sweet for us. Punish 
them because they are worse than us. That is a narrow 
doctrine and a half-truth. Reasoning like that doesn’t get us 
very far. You remember the three levels in Jewish thinking 
of sin we looked at in Leviticus? This is the people in the 
common or clean section complaining about the unclean 
section in the nation. “Get rid of them Lord, and we can be 
comfortable in our middle class position”. This 
complaining does not allow for two things. It does not 
accept that the common people often cause the downfall of 
others into the unclean section by selfishness and lack of 
compassion. And it certainly does not take into account 
that no one can get into the ‘Holy’ category without the 
Holy reaching down to lift a person up. Moving up into the 
Holy requires a process of consuming impurities. This 
process we recognise as God disciplining his people. 

The Lord answered me, "Write this Large for a future time. Just be 
patient, the just shall live by faith. This message won’t help those who 
refuse to listen, only those who that hear and believe. A strong man’s 
pride can fool him just like wine can trick a person. But he will not find 
peace. Like death, he will never be satisfied. He will continue to judge 
other nations and to think he is free . 188 

God’s answer is three-fold: 


188 Habakkuk 2: 2 
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First, God will judge evil eventually. He is slow to anger 
but will not let the wicked live forever. 189 Second, the future 
will be glorious only when all people everywhere know 
about the Glory of the Lord. This news will spread just as 
water spreads out into the sea. 190 Third, in the meantime the 
just shall live by faith. 

Figs might not grow on the fig trees, and grapes might not grow on the 
vines. Olives might not grow on the olive trees, and food might not grow 
in the fields. There might not be any sheep in the pens or cattle in the 
barns. But I will still trust in the Lord and rejoice in God my saviour. The 
Lord GOD gives me my strength. He helps me run fast like a deer. He 
leads me safely on the mountains . 191 

We are often taught about types of prayer; Intercessory, 
Praise, Confession, etc. Habakkuk teaches one sort of 
prayer that we don’t hear much about. Yet it is probably the 
most important sort to learn if our prayers are to be 
effective. It is called “ Interrogative prayer ”. Interrogation 
in prayer asks questions of God like: “Why are you 
allowing this”? “How will you resolve this”? “What is 
going on here ”? Without this type of prayer we will often 
find ourselves praying at odds with God. With it, we gain a 
deeper understanding of God’s personality, character and 
purposes. If we ignore interrogative prayer and try to 
resolve the question by intellect, we disguise it as doctrine. 


189 Habakkuk 2: 16-20 

190 Habakkuk 2: 14 

191 Habakkuk 3: 17 
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Doctrine can so often be described as answers God hasn’t 
given. 

God gave Habakkuk five pointers to understanding what He 
was doing in society: 

1. You are not looking wide enough, open your eyes a bit 
wider (v 5); 

2. You are in for a big surprise (v 5); 

3.1 have planned something that will happen in your life¬ 
time (v 5); 

4.1 haven’t told you because you would not believe it (v 

5 ); 

5.1 have already begun it (v 6). 

Just watching world events without referring to scripture 
can also lead to misunderstanding. 

When God said to Habakkuk “I am raising up Babylon ”, 
Habakkuk might have said “so what”? It was his 
understanding of scripture that gave the answer. He 
remembered straight away the incident between Isaiah and 
Hezekiah 192 , The days are coming when you, your sons, and 
all in your palace will be carried off. Knowing scripture 
immediate confirmed to Habakkuk that this was the time of 
that prophecy’s fulfilment. Knowing scripture reminded 
him of the long-suffering but determined character and 


192 2 kings 20: 12-20 
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personality of God. Both these matters fitted the plan 
precisely. 

Habakkuk knew the Babylonians had a scorched earth 
policy. So Assyria would become a heap of rubble if they 
invaded, (which they did and it was). This raised a second 
question in Habakkuk’s prayers. If Babylon was the 
instrument of judgement, what would become of 
Jerusalem? What about the Temple? That was a question 
about God’s morality and personality. Would He destroy 
the very place where he met his people? Yes he would. But 
that would depend upon the people. If they repent, even at 
this late stage, then Jerusalem would not be raised to the 
ground. The Interrogation prayer goes on. Remembering 
Abraham when he prayed for Sodom and Gomorrah, 
Habakkuk asks, “ Will You use people more wicked than us 
to punish us ”? Once again God answered, “Yes I will, but 
they will then also be judged on how they go about it”. 

And so he did. Babylon was not judged for conquering 
Judah, in fact she was blessed and changed in nature by 
those she carried off into Babylon. Daniel, Nehemiah and 
others served the king well and blessed Babylon by their 
presence. They did it by keeping their faith in God and 
recognising how their faith benefited the land. But Babylon 
was to be judged for a list of other offences: Injustice, 
stealing, plundering, imperialism, inhumanity, slave labour, 
drunkenness and idolatry. Habakkuk saw all this and told 
them so in chapter-two. Having seen all this, there is a 
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marked change in his attitude in chapter-three. Chapters- 
one-and-two, show his wrestling with God through 
interrogating prayer. Chapter-three demonstrates his resting 
in God and enjoying life having found the right answers. 
Chapters-one-and-two demonstrate a depressed prophet but 
by chapter-three he is on a high. The turning point is the 
key verse of the book. 

But the Lord is in his holy temple; let all the earth keep silence before 
him. ’ 193 


193 Habakkuk 2: 20 
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Chapter 17 AMOS 

Two pre-Exile prophets Amos and Hosea prophesy to Israel 
immediate before the Assyrians conquered them and carried 
them away. 

You will remember that prophets were called seers because 
they mainly saw the message in the form of visions and 
dreams. That stands out particularly in the book of Amos 
book because of prophet’s phrase “the words that Amos 
saw" You will remember also from the book of Exodus that 
God had chosen twelve tribes living as one nation to 
demonstrate to the rest of the world how God wanted all 
nations to live. That went radically wrong when ten of 
these tribes decided to copy the surrounding nations in 
idolatry, sexual promiscuity, child sacrifice and selfish 
greed. 

Why should ten tribes fall so quickly and two tribes hold 
out for longer? If we take a look at the map 194 you can see 
the ten tribes had trade routes passing through them. So, 
Rome, Greece, China and India were all beginning to 
influence Israel’s culture. When these nations passed 
through with their trade they also brought their gods, ethics 
and morality. “Trade with me and you trade with my god”, 
was as much a trade-mark then as it is today. That was not 
an easy situation for Israel any more than it is for Christians 


194 see Figure 51 Amos-where are we? -Time page 159, 
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trading today. Christians may try to be ethical but it is not 
easy in a deceptive world. Most gods hide behind small 
print. Judah in the South was insulated mainly by the 
mountainous region between it and the trade routes. But 
also it had the stronghold of the temple and priests who 
isolated themselves from Samaria. 

During this period 
Jeroboam was king of the 
ten tribes. There had been 
no wars for a generation 
and the nation moved 
from complacency to 
apathy 195 The thirst for 
more material things led to 
greed and the people, 
degraded by affluence, 
became selfish, 

individualistic, and 

preoccupied with material 
things. It ended, as this cycle always ends, with two classes 
of people, the very rich and very poor, with few in between. 
Social injustice and corrupt judgments became a norm and, 
as the repeated cycle of history has always shown, when 
religion turned from a creator God, having been charged as 
stewards of His earth, people turns to a mother earth who 
will look after us if you indulge her. It’s what we call today 


5 Tracking all historic ‘Great civilizations', the pattern of rise and fall 1 
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195 (see Documented Downfall Cycle of Nations page 159). 


Page 161 












Surfing the Old Testament Scriptures 


6 New age thinking It is not new at all it always raises its 
head as we get near to the final days of God’s tolerance. 
Although Amos and Hosea were sent to give a last chance 
of repentance to ten tribes of the North they also have one 
eye on Judah warning they were next if they did not change 
their ways. As good-cop bad-cop, both of these prophets 
had the same message. Amos carried the stick, Hosea the 
carrot. 

When the people started regretting life under the standards 
of other nation’s gods, they started calling out to God and 
asking Him to do something about it. They were not 
thinking of repentance, they were thinking that God should 
deal with the other nations who were harassing them. God 
had warned them back in Exodus he would punish them for 
turning away from His standards by using surrounding 
nations to harass them, but they didn’t want to hear that. 
God was not saying He would deliberately send in the 
heavy mob but that as a natural result of turning from Him 
and following their ways they would also incur the results 
of their life-style. But their cry only wanted God to do 
something about the neighbours. So Amos, a shepherd 
from Tekoa in Judah was sent as prophet. Starting with the 
neighbouring nations, he told them that judgement was 
coming. But then he swung round with his stick and 
pointing to Israel telling them God would judge them by the 
same standards. You don’t get away with it just because 
you are a chosen people, he prophesied: 
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And the Lord said to me, Amos, what do you see? And I said, A plumb 
line. Then the Lord said, Behold, I am setting a plumb line in the midst of 
my people Israel ; 196 

This made Jeroboam very angry and he tried to stop Amos 
preaching. 

“Don’t ever prophesy at Bethel again, for it is the king’s sanctuary, and it 
is a temple of the kingdom .’ 197 

Jeroboam voiced what many Christians today are thinking. 
If God has blessed us with peace and prosperity why would 
He want to judge us? To which Amos replied, 

“Everything has to be measured from the line of the plumb. God does 
not judge with the one rule for them and one for you. You don’t get 
special treatment just because you are a chosen people, rather you are 
expected to live to higher standards and expect greater punishment for 
not doing so. 


196 Amos 7: 8 

197 Amos 7: 13 
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Pre-Histon/ 

Cain &Abel (Gen 4) 

Israel 4 periods of500 years (Hosea) 


1 Led by Patriarchs (Abraham Isaac Jacob) 


1 (2000 BQ 19001 1800 | 1700 | 1600 | 


2 Prophets from Moses to Samuel 

1 (1500 BQ 1400| 1300 | 1200 I 1100 | 


3 Kings (princes) Saul to Zedekiah, king of Judah 



Figure 56: Hosea -where are we? -Time 


Chapters 

BOOK IN BRIEF - HOSEA 

1:1-3:5 

The Prophet's Wife of Unfaithfulness 

4:1-6:3 

Indictment on Israel: The Spirit of Whoredom 

6:4-12:1 

Fatherly Concern, Love and Discipline: 

12:2-14:9 

The Indictment on Judah: 


Figure 57: Outline Hosea 
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Chapter 18 HOSEA 

Hosea is less in the face than Amos. He starts by taking the 
people back to their first agreement with God. We looked 
at that in our very first study and the covenant with Adam: 

As Adam transgressed the covenant by being faithless with me, so have 
you, says God. 198 

Hosea gave the very last call for Israel to repent. He spoke 
just ten-years after Amos and forty-years before they were 
carried off by Assyria. This book is important because it is 
prominent in the minds of the people at the time of Jesus 
and the early church. Understanding this book will help 
iron out a few anomalies in the teaching of Jesus. Why, for 
example, was there an elder son in the parable of the 
prodigal son? Where did Paul get the term “In accordance 
with the scriptures ”? Where do we also get the same term 
every time we recite the apostle’s creed? It all comes from 
Hosea’s prophesies. 

The first three chapters are deliberately about Hosea. 
Hosea is pictured as the faithful husband who marries a 
flirty woman. His wife becomes unfaithful and commits 
adultery. Some translators themselves are not entirely 
‘faithful’ to the Hebrew here. He does not marry a 
prostitute, that is a different Hebrew word altogether. Each 
of his children are named to reinforce a prophecy he must 


198 Hosea 6: 7 
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give. The first child is a child of a faithful marriage and is 
called Jezreel. Jezreel is a place name and means “God 
sows it”. Jezreel became a rebellious and unruly child. 
The name refers to the time when Elisha went to Jezreel to 
anointed Jehu king. In his anointing Jehu was 
commissioned to punish Ahab for killing the prophets but 
Jehu overstepped the mark and massacred the whole royal 
family. Hosea prophesies the time has now come to judge 
Jehu’s excessive wrong. “Just as you ended Israel s royal 
line so his line will end Which it did under the Assyrians 
forty-years later. 

Lo-Ruhamah is the result of an adulterous relationship of 
his wife. Hosea adopts the child into the family. Lo- 
Ruhamah Means “no mercy ” and in his explanation Hosea 
plays on the words in his second prophesy. Lo-Ruhamah 
and Ruhamah 

Then Gomer became pregnant again and gave birth to a daughter. The 
Lord said to Hosea, "Name her Lo-Ruhamah, because I will not show 
mercy to the nation of Israel any-more, nor will I forgive them. But I will 
show mercy [Ruhamah] to the nation of Judah . 199 

Israel was guilty of unfaithfulness in two ways, in clear 
breach of the marriage covenant made at Sinai when God 
said He alone would be their protector, and flirting with the 
gods of other nations which finally ended in an unfaithful 
pact with a foreign nation. 

199 Hosea 1: 6 
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You shall make no covenant with them and their gods 200 

The third child, Lo-Ammi means “not my people Hosea 
adopted Lo-Ammi also. 

In verse-ten he explains the time is coming when God will 
increase his family by bringing in people from outside of 
Israel. 

Hos 1:9 Then the Lord said, ‘‘Name him Lo-Ammi, because you are not 
my people, and I am not your God. ” ‘‘In the future the number of the 
people of Israel will be like the sand of the sea, which you cannot 
measure or count. In the same place that God told them”, ‘You are not 
my people [Lo-Ammi],” he will change their name to [Ammi] My People” 

That happened first time when Assyria took half of Israel to 
Assyria and replaced them with other people from Cutha 
and surrounding places. These became known as 
Samaritans. The prophecy finally came to fulfilment when 
Jesus said go into all the world and make disciples, 
baptising them into the Trinity. Many people from all over 
the world had been adopted into the family before this 201 , 
but now it was declared part of the family mission and a 
proactive wish of God to increase the scope of his family. 

Moving forward to the New Testament and the Gospel of 
John, past the wedding which was in Samaria! Move on 

200 Exodus 23:32 

201 God often adopted people of other nations into his family on the basis of their faith. Rahab and Ruth for example 
became part of the Sceptre line. 
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again to the woman at the well—which was where? 
Samaria! Focus for a moment on an adulteress at a well, 
and make no mistake she was flirting with Jesus. (Read the 
conversation again with all its innuendos). Samaritans held 
the book of Hosea dear as it declared the promise that 
Messiah would come from their land of Samaria to restore 
them and the world. They thought that because Messiah 
would be called a Nazerene. This Samaritan woman 
understood when Jesus redirected her from flirting, to the 
faithful husband Hosea who would adopt the people into his 
family. It is her spiritual insight that leads her to say, “I 
have found the Messiah Jesus says: you are thirsty in life 
and you look to adultery to satisfy that thirst. 

‘‘If you knew the gift of God, and who it is that is saying to you, give me a 
drink,”you would have asked him, and he would have given you satisfy¬ 
ing water.’... for you have had five husbands, and the one you now have 
is not your husband. You search for true worship .. .But now, with God’s 
gift of adoption, you can worship the Father in spirit and truth, 202 

Later, when Paul says, “He rose again on the third day in 
accordance with the scriptures ”, he is quoting Hosea. 

Now I would remind you, brothers, of the gospel I preached to you, For I 
delivered to you as of first importance what I also received: that Christ 
died for our sins in accordance with the Scriptures, that he was buried, 
that he was raised on the third day in accordance with the Scriptures, 203 


202 John 4: 

203 1 Corinthians 15:4 
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"Come, let’s return to the Lord. He hurt us, but he will heal us. He 
wounded us, but he will put bandages on us. After two days he will bring 
us back to life. He will raise us up on the third day. Then we can live 
near him”. 204 

Hosea is the prophet who proclaims God made a covenant 
with Adam. 205 . 

Peter quotes Hosea and reminds his readers of the play on 
the words “no-mercy” will now have mercy. 206 

Paul uses Hosea again as his authority to preach to gentiles. 

207 

Neither last nor least, The parable of the prodigal son found 
its mark in the Pharisees conscience. Jesus told the story 
not primarily as a gospel story but in answer to a criticism 
by the Pharisees, “This man receives sinners and eats with 
them ”. 208 If the Pharisees had not been present, the story of 
the prodigal son would have had no need to include the 
elder brother. But the Pharisees recognised immediately he 
was refering to Hosea and it made them angry. They may 
have felt they had remained faithful to the letter of the 
father’s kingdom but they had never captured the father’s 
heart. God, as the faithful husband and father, longed for 
the whole family to be reunited and assembled. He was 

204 Hosea 6: 1 

205 Hosea 14: 9 

206 Peter 2: 10 

207 Romans 9: 25ff 

208 Luke 15:1 


Page 170 



Chapter 18 HOSEA 


contrasting the Pharasees “no-mercy” for the Samaritains 
and other gentiles with the mercy that would bring 
everyone onto the family. He was talking of Judah and 
Israel who had gone after the good life. They would be 
brought back together with all his adopted children down 
through time. So, it is not just a requirement of God that 
people keep his rules and work in his vineyard, this is a 
heart of God that had to be captured. 

Hosea has the same message for Israel 

‘‘Come, let’s return to the Lord. He hurt us, but he will heal us. 

He wounded us, but he will put bandages on us. 

How is this to happen? 

After two days, he will bring us back to life. 

He will raise us up on the third day. 

Then we can live near him. 209 

He concludes his prophecies with the challenge: 

A wise person understands these things, 
a smart person should learn them. 

The Lord’s ways are right. 

Good people will live by them. 

Sinners will die by them. 210 


209 Hosea 6: 1 

210 Hosea 14: 9 
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Figure 58: a list of Kings and their Battles under Pre-Exile Prophets 
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PREAMBLE TO EXILE BOOKS 

One-hundred-years after Israel fell, Judah was still totally 
ignoring the warnings of Isaiah, Micah, Jeremiah, and 
Habakkuk. All this led to a decline that was worse in Judah 
than it had been in the ten tribes. Even though it had taken 
much longer for them to get to that point, it came. 

Historically, after the ten tribes of the North were carried 
away to Assyria, Babylon continued to grow rapidly until 
she eventually conquered Assyria in six-twelve-BC. 
Babylon then invaded Judah in waves. In the first wave she 
carried off all the royal family and nobility including Daniel 
and his three friends. Egypt saw the threat from Babylon, 
so she sent armies fight. This distracted Babylon from 
Jerusalem for a while. Once that fight was settled four 
years later, Babylon returned and deported a second group 
of people which included: Ezekiel, the son of Jehoiakim, 
whose name was Jehoiachin, his wife and child-Prince 
Shealtiel. They also took the ancestors of Mordecai, the 
cousins and parents of Esther and seven-thousand craftsmen 
and smiths. 

We ought to take a bit of time out to talk about Babylon. 
We have referred to the rise of this tiny nation called 
Babylon which might have caused some confusion to the 
astute. Babylon was a great city back in Abraham’s day, So 
how is it so small now? The word Babel means 
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“confusion”. 211 The word Babylon means “the gate of the 
gods ” and it became the capital of the land of Babylonia. 
Every organized system of religion in the world today has 
traces back to ancient Babylon. 

After the flood, Nimrod wanted to build one large city and 
established one common religion against God’s command 
to replenish the earth and fill it. But there was no common 
concept between them of what that should look like, so God 
scattered them anyway. Around the twenty-third-century- 
bc, the Amorites migrated back to the area to build the city 
of Ur. Once again, it became a “Babel of gods The 
people of the “land of Shinar” 212 settled around Ur and 
became known as the Sumerians. You will remember these 
were the people the Assyrians sent to replace half of the ten 
tribes when they conquered Israel. These mixed nations 
then became known as the Samaritans. Around two- 
thousand-BC. Hammurapi emerged as the ruler of 
Babylonia. This was when God left them to their babbling 
gods and took Abram and his father Terah, (with all the 
corresponding families), out from among them. 

Assyria, which bordered Babylonia on the North side, 
gobbled them up about one-thousand-seven-hundred-BC, 
and for the next seven-hundred years, Babylonia no more 
than a small town in the South of the Assyrian empire. It 
was during this time that they sent the 4 get well wishes ’ to 

211 Genesis 11: 9. 

212 Genesis 10: 10. 
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king Nebuchadnezzar while he was ill. You will remember 
Isaiah reprimanded the king for boasting about the temple 
treasures saying, “They would come and confiscate them 
all Well, now is time for the fulfilment of that prophesy. 
Babylonian won its independence from Assyria by a leader 
named Nabopolassar. Under his leadership, Babylonia 
again became the dominant imperial power in the near East 
and thus entered into her “Golden age.” In six-hundred-and- 
five-BC, Nebuchadnezzar II, the son of Nabopolassar, 
became ruler and reigned for forty-four years. 

‘’And Nebuchadnezzar of Babylon carried out from there all the treasures 
of the temple ” 213 


213 2 Kings 24: 13-14. 
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Figure 59 .Isaiah -where are we? 
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Figure 60: Hidden Dips or Hidden Depths 


Chapters 

BOOK IN BRIEF - ISAIAH 

1-37 

The Book of the King 

38-55 

The Book of the Servant 

56-66 

The Book of the Anointed Conqueror 


Figure 61: Outline Isaiah 
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Chapter 19 ISAIAH 

One critic, when asked why he did not like Shakespeare 
answered, “It is too full of quotations ”! 

Isaiah is too full of quotations. It is the most quoted book 
in the New Testament, Jesus used it regularly, so did Paul, 
Peter and John. It is the focus of most Christian services at 
Christmas with its references to “Immanuel”” and “unto 
us a child is born”, it is the most quoted book at Easter 
where “He is led like a lamb to the slaughter”. Not many 
people have never heard a sermon on “In the year king 
Uzziah died” or “Here am I send me”. But for Isaiah who 
wrote it, it was a book not to be fully understood. The big 
debate of Jewish scholars, (then as now) is; “How can 
messiah be both powerful Judge and suffering servant”. 
When Philip, caught up with the Ethiopian official in the 
desert he happened to be reading Isaiah as he travelled in 
his chariot. The official immediately confronted Philip 
with the old chestnut of the day. As soon as Philip asked 
“What are you reading” he answered “Tell me, is he talking 
about himself or another”? If Messiah is the great ruler 
who rules with a rod of iron how can he be a suffering 
servant? He can’t be both, can he? Yes he can but not at the 
same time. 

Have you driven six-mile-Bottom in Norfolk? You will 
know that from the driver’s view the road looks empty and 
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straight. You will also be warned not to overtake because 
there are dips in the road that hide long stretches where 
there are cars you cannot see. 

Hidden Dips or Hidden Depths 



Jesus saw.A lime of favour and grace for all.time for Judgement and Rule for all 


Isaiah saw.A time of rule and grace for Israel and Judgement by King on other nations concurring. 

Ezeikiel saw.A time of God’s Judgement on Israel .A time for Messiah Judgement and Rule over all.... 

Daniel saw .A time of Exile for Israel.A return, A Messiah and A rule over all. 

John saw ...The messiah... His death . His resurrection.Judgement and Kingly Rule overall. 

Figure 62: Hidden Dips or Hidden Depths 

From the prophet’s view they see the future but not the 
dips. Several of the books of the bible carry the warning 
shut up the book until the last days. Why? Because we 
need to have travelled the road past the dips in order to see 
the final run. 

Isaiah could not see the dips in the road when he prophesied 

The Spirit of the Lord Jehovah is upon me; because he has anointed me 
to preach good tidings unto the meek; to bind up the broken-hearted, to 
proclaim liberty to the captives, and open the prison to them that are 
bound; to proclaim the time of favour, and the day of vengeance of 

God ; 214 

214 Isaiah 61: 1 
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The Jews usually understood that God is going to come as 
King and do all these good things for them but take 
vengeance on all other nations. Jesus began his ministry by 
reading this passage, but he stopped half way through the 
final sentence. "... to proclaim the time of favour ”, 

Jesus could see the dip in the road between “Jehovah s 
favour”, and “the day of vengeance of God”. That dip was 
to become known as “the time of the gentiles It would 
separate Messiah’s role as servant and his role as King. 

Ezekiel saw a straight run when he prophesied about the 
tree that was stripped bare by the birds and then sprouted 
again. He could not see the dip in the road between, but it 
takes time for a tree to sprout again. Daniel saw the rise of 
four empires in a vision about a statue. The statue 
conquered the known world. He also saw the temporary 
disruption as it was damaged by a heavenly skittle ball to 
the feet. He also saw the repair to that statue at a later time. 
But he did not see the length of time between the damage 
and the repair. He did not see the length of the dip in the 
road between the two events. John was told to shut up the 
meaning of Revelation until the time of the gentiles was 
fulfilled. His emphasis was on the final days, and he also 
missed the dip in between, without that gap it is a 
misleading book. 

Isaiah emphasises two roles in separate parts of his book. 
The shape of the book is not very organized. Chapters-one- 
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to-ten are a reproof for Judah and in the particular 
Jerusalem. Jerusalem had become very materialistic and 
the class divide had become great. The rich spent their 
wealth on refinery and Jewellery rather than helping the 
poor. Isaiah, himself from the richer upper-class 
background, spoke out against this. Chapters-thirteen-to- 
twenty-three declare how God will use surrounding nations 
to punish Israel. But there is a warning the nations also, if 
those nations overstep God’s mark, then God will punish 
them harshly. Chapters-twenty-four-to-thirty-four are about 
the Judgement of Samaria and Judah and chapters-thirty- 
six-to-thirty-nine is a narrative of King Hezekiah illness 
and prophesy describing how Assyria will give way to the 
rise of this little town called Babylon. Part one of the book 
ends with the prediction that Israel and Judah will be 
banished from the land but eventually be exiled for a 
seventy-year dip in the road before a remnant will return. 

Several commentators point out that the book of Isaiah is 
like the Bible in miniature: There are sixty-six books in the 
Bible thirty-nine chapters in the first part and twenty-seven 
in the second. Isaiah copies that pattern. Both have a first 
part about law and judgement and a second part about 
grace. In the first part of each, the emphasis is on sin and 
the second it is on salvation, Both have a first section that 
deals with the nation of Israel and a second opens up grace 
to the world. The first part of both speak of the ruling 
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authority of God and the second about the open arms of 
God. 

The major turning point is probably the most quoted verses 
in all history 

Surely he has borne our griefs, and carried our sorrows: we esteem him 
stricken, smitten of God, and afflicted But he was wounded for our 
transgressions, he was bruised for our iniquities: the chastisement of our 
peace was upon him; and with his stripes we are healed All we like sheep 
have gone astray; we have turned every one to his own way; and the 
Lord has laid on him the iniquity of us all . 215 

Isaiah the man was bom of godly Parents who named him 
Yesha-Yahu which means “Yahweh is salvation” That is 
exactly the same as Jesus and Joshua. He was born in a 
palace, a grandson of King Jehoash of Judah. That made 
him a cousin to King Uzziah which tells us why the King’s 
death hit him so hard in chapter-one. He had an amazing 
encounter with God in temple when he volunteered as a 
prophet. His privileged background allowed him to move 
freely in circle of aristocracy and therefore gives a political 
slant to some of his prophecies. He certainly did not pull 
his punches when addressing the political leaders though. 
His wife was also a prophetess, and they had two sons, both 
with a prophetic meaning to their name. Isaiah died when 
the King Manasseh ordered a hollow tree with Isaiah inside 


215 Isaiah 53: 4 
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be sawn into pieces. 216 That is who the writer to Hebrews is 
referring to saying: 

Some were stoned, some were sawn in two, they were killed with the 
sword. They went about in skins of sheep and goats, destitute, afflicted, 
mistreated . 217 


His call and relationship with God began in the year that 
King Uzziah died, when he had a vision of the Lord. He 
was on his throne high above, and his robe filled the 
temple. 218 From the time of this vision he called God 
something no one else had, “The Holy one of Israel We 
tend to think the Trinity is a New Testament revelation. 
This vision made Isaiah aware of the importance of the 
Trinity. In the Hebrew, “Who can I send and who will go 
for us” is very much more marked than in our English 
translation. 219 Many preachers of this passage are in breach 
of the advertising standard legislation when they stop after 
this verse for an appeal. Terms and conditions apply to this 
passage. Isaiah was signing up for a lifetime of preaching 
parables to a nation that would not listen. This is far from 
the romantic picture painted by some preachers. Isaiah was 
not the only one to speak and not be heard, Jesus said he 


216 The Talmud reports three versions of this event. Rabbi Simeon ben Azzai suggests Manasseh ordered him to be 
sawn slowly from the feet up, The Jerusalem Talmud suggests Isaiah was hiding in the hollow tree and Manasseh 
ordered it to be sawn with Isaiah in it; the Targum reports Isaiah fled from his pursuers who trapped him in a 
hollow tree and sawed it asunder. Manasseh certainly actively pursued the prophets - see 2 Kings 21:16 

217 Hebrews_l 1:37 

218 Isaiah 6: 1 

219 Isaiah 6: 8 
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spoke in parables so that people might not understand. 220 
Paul also quotes this verse. Isaiah was a bit more 
inquisitive and asked for how long this might be, but the 
only answer he got was, “until the land lies waste”. So 
what was the motivation that kept him going? Simply the 
promise “There will be a time when the tree will grow 
again 

Isaiah was called to prophesy in turbulent times. Besides 
the political influence of the small nations encircling Israel 
which took them away from God, the king of Israel signed 
a treaty with Syria to help him overthrow the throne of 
Judah. Most of the prophets and priests of the North, sided 
with the political vision of an ambitious king and 
legitimized the scheme by saying it was God’s will. Isaiah 
alone was told to take his son and go to see the king of 
Judah who was quaking in his boots at the thought of this 
alliance. Isaiah took Shear-Jashub which means “a 
remnant shall return” as a sign that this pact would come to 
nothing. Babylon, not Syria or even Assyria would capture 
Judah. They would be exiled for a time but then a remnant 
shall return. Isaiah’s wife was pregnant again by this time, 
so Isaiah then went on to the temple with a letter to register 
him with the priests. Priests did this to make sure the future 
status of their sons was recorded because priesthood ran in 
the tribe. The child’s name is Maher-shalal-hash-baz. The 
letter written in bold letters “Before the child can say, 


220 Matthew 13: 13 
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‘mummy ’, Syria will swoop, Israel will be no more and all 
of their assets will be carried away 

Maher-Shalal-Hash-Baz means, “ Swift to the booty, speedy 
to the prey 

Isaiah has a lot to say about God the first person: He is the 
only God 221 ; He is the creator 222 ; He is The holy one of 
Israel 223 ; And he is the Kinsman-Redeemer 224 . The 
immediate association with this phrase kinsman-redeemer 
is from the story of Boaz in the book of Ruth. But it 
originates in the story of Abraham. Lot fell out with 
Abraham in a power struggle for land. Lot had made a 
selfish and short-sighted decision to go toward Sodom 
where four kings were in constant war for supremacy. 
When Lot arrived they forgot their differences, banded 
together and captured Lot and his possessions. Abraham, 
gathered his household into an army to rescue Lot. Isaiah is 
saying to his hearers, you are going in the wrong direction, 
you have the wrong priorities, and they will lead you to 
your downfall but there is a kinsman-redeemer watching 
out for you and he will restore you and return you to the 
land. 

Another person appears in the second part of Isaiah. 
Addressed in the second person, he is called “The servant 


221 Isaiah 45: 5 

222 Isaiah 43: 15 

223 Isaiah 43: 3 

224 Isaah 52: 9 Jerusalem, rise from the ruins! Join in the singing. The Lord has sent a 

kinsman-redeemer [ - gaw-al'] ; he comes to your rescue. 
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of God”. The term “ Behold my servant ”, is a term given 
others like Uzziah, Hezekiah, Josiah, Jeremiah, and 
Ezekiel. But this servant is different in four ways. First, he 
is faultless in character - (or perfect), second, he is a deeply 
unhappy man—a man of sorrows and acquainted with grief. 

Third, He is executed, killed as a criminal although 
sinless- He is killed for the sins of others but not his own 
and his grave is with the rich. Fourth, after he is killed he 
is raised and exalted. Jews, even today, cannot fit the 
promised Messiah of the first half of the book with the 
suffering servant in the second half. Isaiah never saw the 
dips in the road. The first people to make this connection 
between the king and the servant were those who witnessed 
the baptism of Jesus. “This is my beloved son”, comes 
from the King section or part one of Isaiah while “ In whom 
I am well pleased”, is from to the servant section or part 
two. Post Jesus, Jews would have spotted that, and many 
did. Peter made the connection in his sermon in acts. 
Philip made the connection when he met the Ethiopian 
Eunuch. Paul made connection when he said “ Thought it 
not robbery to be equal but took the form of a servant ”. 

Isaiah also made the connection of a third person being part 
of God’s character. Prominent in Isaiah is the Holy Spirit. 
The phrase “ grieving the spirit” comes from here. The 
understanding that the Spirit anoints the servant for his tests 
is also emphasized here. “ You have rebelled and grieved 
his Holy Spirit” is commonly used in various forms. But 
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probably the favourite phrase is “I will pour out my Spirit 
upon you and all flesh 

The Spirit of the Lord will be with him to give him: Understanding, 

Wisdom, Insight, Power, and Honour. In The Book of the Lord you can 
search and find where it is written, 

“The Lord brought together all of his creatures by the power of his Spirit 
Not one is missing.” 

Here is my servant! I have made him strong. He is my chosen one; I am 
pleased with him. I have given him my Spirit, and he will bring justice to 
the nations. 

I will bless the thirsty land by sending streams of water; 

I will bless your descendants by giving them my Spirit. 

Come closer and listen! 

I have never kept secret the things I have said, and I was here before 
time began. 

By the power of his Spirit the Lord God has sent me to say: 

“I promise to give you my Spirit and my message. 

These will be my gifts to you and your families forever. I, the Lord, have 
spoken. 

"The Spirit of the Lord God has taken control of me! 

The Lord has chosen and sent me to tell the oppressed the good news, 

To heal the broken hearted, and to announce freedom for prisoners and 
captives . 225 

The Jews thought they needed to be saved from others 
around but Isaiah is showing them they need to be saved 
from what was within themselves. 226 


225 Isaiah 11: 2 ff 

226 “Listen, O isles, unto me; and hearken, ye people, from far; The Lord has called me from the womb; from the 
bowels of my mother has he made mention of my name. Isaiah 49:” Britain gets a mention as the distant Islands. 
Phoenicians, came here for Cornish tin. 
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Figure 63: Jeremiah where are we? 


BOOK IN BRIEF - JEREMIAH 

Chapters 

2-25 Prophecies of Judgment on Judah 

26-29 Contending with False Prophets 

30-33 Prophecies of Restoration for Judah 

34-45 The Fall of Jerusalem 


Figure 64: Outline Jerimiah 
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Chapter 20 JEREMIAH AND LAMENTATIONS 

Jeremiah was given the job to tell Jerusalem there was now 
no going back. Judah had not heeded the warnings, so they 
would be exiled. If they co-operated with Babylon 
however, they could save Jerusalem and the temple from 
destruction. But they did not, instead they called Jeremiah 
a political traitor, and attempted to align with Egypt in a 
war against Babylon. Because of this, Babylon reneged on 
its deal to keep a puppet king in Jerusalem and raised it to 
the ground. 

I am reluctant to start this preamble with 
“When I was a lad” but in the olden days, 

Christians loved to get together to discuss 
the deeper questions of life like, 4 Are we 
predestined or do we have free will’? It 
seems to me that you have to join a 
science club or psychologist’s federation to talk about these 
things today, which is a great pity because they won’t let 
God join in. Jeremiah and God discuss this subject head on 
in chapters eighteen and nineteen when God told Jeremiah 
to go down to the potters shop and buy a vase. 

Now you will remember that Jerusalem is on top of a series 
of hills and one of the valleys called the valley of Hinnom, 
was where all the potters shops were. In the very olden 
days Hinnom valley was where the Israelis fought the 
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Philistines. But in Jeremiah’s day, at one end of this valley 
housed the municipal rubbish tip. You will know that when 
you compress rubbish it heats up to give spontaneous fires 
and for that reason it later became known as Gehenna. 
Jesus used this valley to illustrate Hell. The fires were 
useful, because at the other end of the valley was the local 
clay quarry. This included Potters field which was where 
the Potters set up their shops. 

One corner of the potter’s field housed a spent quarry into 
which they threw all hardened pots that had cracked while 
being fired. You will have heard of this place also because 
it was where Judas fell headlong and died after betraying 
Jesus. Jeremiah watched the potter while he made the vase 
for him. When it was almost complete, it did not turn out 
quite right. So the potter squashed it, threw it back on the 
wheel and formed a chamber pot out of it. Then God 
started the conversation with a question. 

“Why was that clay not made into a beautiful vessel”? 

“Was it the Potter s fault or the clay s fault”? 

“Who decided what the end result would be”? 

Jeremiah answered, “The fault lay with the clay because it 
had become contaminate and would not flow in the potters 
hands ”. To which God said, 
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“Even at this late stage if my people repent they can be 
made beautiful by my grace. If they change their ways and 
co-operate, I will change my mind and make a beautiful 
vase ”. 

After this, they went on to discuss the clay 227 . You can’t 
break soft clay, you can tear it, squeeze it or shape it. The 
potter’s wheel alone reveals a variation of colour, grain, 
brittleness or playability. Clay cannot mould itself, it needs 
a potter. But it can make things difficult for the potter. The 
potter will make something if he possibly can. He will only 
discard it altogether if it becomes work hardened. 

Now, therefore, say to the men of Judah and the inhabitants of Jerus¬ 
alem: ‘‘Thus says the Lord, Behold, I am shaping disaster against you 
and devising a plan against you. Return, and amend your ways” 

“But they said, We will follow our own plans, and continue in our stub¬ 
bornness ”. 228 

Once again, we must stop off to see how the promised 
sceptre line is going. It looks to be in trouble again. While 
the surrounding nations were rejoicing at the demise of the 
nation, the sceptre line was being protected by the very king 
that brought them down. Jehoiachin the king was released 
from prison by his captors, given a royal cloths allowance 
and authorized to dine at the king of Babylon’s table for the 


227 chapter 19 

228 Jeremiah 18: 11 
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rest of his life. The promised sceptre line is safe and 
secure. The line goes on. 

Evil-merodach king of Babylon, freed Jehoiachin king of Judah from 
prison gave him a regular allowance according to his daily needs, as long 
as he lived and every day of his life he dined at the king’s table . 229 

Jeremiah lived at the beginning of the seventh-eentury-BC. 
Babylon has grown rapidly and is about to take Judah. 
Jeremiah saw seven kings come and go, towards the end, 
kings were killing each other to get the throne within 
months. Bom in the reign of Manasseh, (the same year as 
Josiah the good king who restored the scriptures to the 
temple), he was around at the time Manasseh had Isaiah 
sawn in half. Jeremiah also witnessed how all the other 
kings had mistreated prophets. 

Like John the Baptist, his parents were told he would be a 
Prophet. Born at Anata in the West Bank, he started his 
ministry while still a spotty, introverted youth. No wonder 
he was marked out as being a sober and nervous young 
man, he knew that he was genetically a descendent of Eli 
the priest, so he knew he would not see old age. (You will 
remember Eli was told none of his descendants would see 
old age because of his sin). Jeremiah’s name was itself 
prophetic. The name means “God has raised In the 
Hebrew, as today in English, raise was used either to ‘raise 


229 2 Kings 25: 28 
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up from’ or to ‘raise down to’. The people called him the 
weeping prophet, but God called him, ‘Iron Man’ 

As for you, get ready! Stand up and tell them everything that I’ve 
commanded you.... For I am making an iron pillar, and a bronze wall 
against the whole land 230 

Although Jeremiah died in his mid fifties, he preached for 
more than thirty-five-years and his book is written over that 
time. His prophecy about Babylon coming to raise 
Jerusalem to the ground was fulfilled before he finished the 
book. For that reason people have tried to find 
contradictions. For example in his early years he was angry 
with Babylon. But in his later years he told the people to 
settle down under them. For that he was called a political 
turncoat and his own people captured him and took him to 
Egypt. The people had formed a theology that they were 
God’s People, Jerusalem and the temple was most beloved 
in their lives so God would not destroy what was precious 
to Him. Jeremiah’s first message was to tell Jerusalem its is 
too late. They would be exiled regardless now, only if they 
repent God would save Jerusalem and the temple. The 
other prophets and priests preached they would be safe and 
protected, but Jeremiah was not prepared to preach what 
they wanted to hear but what they needed to hear. 


230 Jeremiah 1:17 ff 
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Jeremiah’s introversions didn’t stop him preaching, he was 
also an actor and a poet. Like Isaiah, he did a lot of street 
theatre. When God said, “ Tell the people I know they are 
hiding their sins where they think they cannot be seen, but I 
can see them because they are wearing them ”. He acted it 
out in the dirty lining parable. He buried his underwear 
under a stone then dug it up again. When God said tell the 
people, “I will use Babylon to teach the people and train 
them into line”, he went around wearing a cattle yoke. 
When God said, “ Babylon trusts education rather than my 
wisdom, so she will sink and rise no more ”, he took some 
books tied a stone around them and threw them into the 
Euphrates. 

When everyone in the city was selling their houses and land 
because of the immanent invasion, He made a show of 
going to the estate agent to buy, prophesying the occupation 
would end and God would return the land with interest. 

Jeremiah did preach, but when the king told him to stop he 
simply switched to writing to demonstrate God could not be 
silenced. When the king took his writings and burned them 
God raised up a good friend named Baruch who just kept 
writing them out again. Baruch was one of those wonderful 
back room guys. Jeremiah told him “Don't seek great 
things for yourself just keep serving others”. Without 
Baruch we would not have this scripture today. 
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When you read through the prophets one after the other we 
can become very bored because they all seem to prophesy 
against the same things. But that is because God has set out 
clearly what He expects of mankind and mankind has set its 
face to defy God. Remember our list in Genesis when we 
started this series? Immorality, idolatry injustice, apathy, 
divorce, bigamy, murder, war and syncretism have not 
changed or diminished, so why should the prophecy 
change. Like others, Jeremiah emphasised the same 
message: “You are corrupted by power, syncretism, 
idolatry, morality and false security 

You are evil. You will not face up to your sin or heed my warnings. 
Therefore, you will be judged and punished. If you repent during your 
punishment you will be restored if you do not you will be destroyed 
forever. If those that punish you overstep the mark, they also will be 
punished. 

Jeremiah pointed the finger directly to where the blame lay. 
This prevented the culprits hiding behind the blame culture 
of “ every one else but me He singled out two groups in 
particular, Spiritual leaders (including false prophets), and 
political rulers. Later he turned to other individuals. 
Jeremiah was unlike other prophets in his emphasis on 
spiritual living. Other prophets seem to emphasise a 
changed behaviour but Jeremiah recognised behaviour does 
not change the heart, the heart changes behaviour. His 
theme is; law needs to give way to another covenant, one 
written on the heart. Its no good living a good life or 
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keeping the rituals if your heart is not in it. The priests 
were teaching religious observance as a substitute for 
godliness. Jeremiah is telling them the new covenant does 
not include a temple, so there will be no rituals. This upsets 
the religious priesthood to think the future would have 
assemblies for praying praising and reading and studying 
the scriptures but no temple for ceremony. Paul recognised 
this and teaches Jeremiah’s principles; he built gentile 
churches on them. 

But Jeremiah is also specific. He saw The Old-Covenant 
with Moses has not worked, and they would need a New- 
Covenant. It was Jeremiah who said the exile would be for 
seventy-years so many should die in exile and not return 
just as some had died in the wilderness. Just like the 
Israelites in the desert, the next generation had to agree the 
covenant for themselves. 

‘Look, days are coming,’declares the Lord, ‘when I’ll make a new 
covenant with the house of Israel and the house of Judah. It won’t be like 
the covenant I made with their ancestors on the day I took them by the 
hand to bring them out of the land of Egypt. They broke my covenant, 
although I was a husband to them,". "I’ll put my Law within them and will 
write it on their hearts. I’ll be their God, and they will be my people. 

They’ll all know me from the least to the greatest of them,", I’ll forgive 
their iniquity, and I’ll remember their sin no more. ’ 231 

This is what the Lord says: "If it were possible to measure heaven 


231 Jeremiah 31: 31 ff 
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above, or if the foundations of earth could be searched out, then I might 
reject the descendants of Israel because of everything they have done. 

Be sure, The day is coming, when the city of the Lord will be rebuilt from 
the Tower of Hananel to the Corner Gate . 232 

This shy retiring youth faithfully prophesied and was 
vindicated by seeing his prophecies come true. But it came 
with a price. He was rejected by own family who tried to 
kill him for bringing shame on them. He was rejected by 
priests who preferred to tow the line in a three-line political 
whip. He was rejected by other prophets who insisted they 
were right and he was wrong. He was rejected by the king 
as political traitor. Finally, his people took him to Egypt die 
alone. 

The poetic nature of Jeremiah comes out in the book of 
Lamentations. The first word in the Hebrew scrolls was 
“Howl”. In the Greek version it became “Tears”. In the 
book of Jeremiah 233 the prophet asked: 

‘‘What will you do at the end of all this”? An appalling and horrible thing 
has happened in the land. The prophets prophesy falsely, the priests 
rule by their own authority, and my people love it this way. 

But what will you do in the end? 

In the book of Lamentations, the prophet answered himself 

234 


232 Jeremiah 31: 37 

233 Chapter 5: 30 

234 Chapter 5: 30 
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Our young men must grind grain with a millstone; our youths stumble 
under the weight of wood. Our elders have ceased ruling at the gate; our 
young men have abandoned their music. The joy of our hearts has 
ceased, and our dancing has turned into dirges. The crown has fallen 
from our head—woe to us, because we have sinned! This is why our 
hearts faint, and why our eyes grow dim because Mount Zion is desolate; 
foxes roam around it 235 . 

There are five Laments. The first four are written as 
acrostics, the fifth not strictly so. There are twenty-two 
letters in the Hebrew alphabet so each chapter has a 
multiple of twenty-two verses. In Hebrew thought (as in 
English) cities and ships take the feminine. The Greeks 
thought it masculine to be Stoic and resist tears (as do the 
British), while Hebrews thought and still think it is manly to 
weep. 

Now we can look at the layout of the book. 

Chapter-one has twenty-two verses about “she the city of 
Jerusalem. Each line deals with one aspect of the 
catastrophe of Jerusalem. 

Chapter-two has twenty-two-verses about ‘He’. God. It 
faces the fact all this could have been avoided if they had 
listened to Him. 

Chapter-three has sixty-six-verses, (three lines with the 
same letter), with the pronoun T referring to the prophet 


235 Lamentations 5:13 
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himself and how the nation could still tap into God’s mercy 
in their present circumstances. 

Chapter-four has twenty-two-verses on the pronoun ‘ they ’- 
the nations will punish us then be punished themselves. 
Chapter-five has twenty-two-verses on the pronoun- ‘we’ - 
We will have mercy restored at the end of this punishment. 

The ninth of Avive (July) five-eight-six-BC, was the day the 
nation died and Jerusalem was destroyed. It was the day 
the people learned it’s not OK to do your own thing. The 
Priests ruled by their own authority, Prophets followed and 
adjusted their message to suit applauding people. Now, the 
thing they had said could never happen, had happened. 
After the return and Nehemiah had repaired the temple, 
Israel assembled to lament every year. Over six-hundred- 
years later, on the ninth of Avive (July) in seventy- ad, Israel 
assembled to lament, and while they were lamenting Titus 
came and mashed the second temple. Every year Israel 
assemble to lament the fall of Jerusalem. They read 
through the book of Lamentations. 
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Babylonian empire Statue Head of Gold Emblem Lion 

Reign 606 -539 BC 

Figure 66: Babylon Empire 



Greek empire 

Girth of Bronze 
Emblem Goat 
Reign 332 BC—68 BC 

Figure 68: Greek Empire 


Persian empire (Meado-Persians) 

Chest of Silver 

Emblem Two-Horned Ram 

Reign 539 -332 BC 

figure 67: Persian Empire 



Roman empire feet of Iron 

Emblem Eagle 

Reign 68 BC—100 AD (Iron) 

Deterioration 100—400 AD 

Rise again: End times as Feet of iron and Clay (iron ore) 

Figure 69: Roman Empire 
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PREAMBLE TO APOCALYPTIC BOOKS 

We are now in Babylon, and we are about to be introduced 
to two prophets Daniel and Ezekiel. 

Here comes the difficult bit. To help, there are some things 
to remember about dreams and visions. Events are not 
always continuous, time is not always constant and order 
does not always run logically from start to finish. Old- 
Testament people did not understand that Messiah was 
coming twice. They thought Messiah was coming once and 
everything would happen when He came. We now know 
that Messiah came once to fulfil the law and institute a 
period of grace when all might be saved. But He is to come 
again to end the age of grace and establish a just kingdom 
and rule with a rod of iron. 

Most prophets have had something to say about the end 
times but Daniel and Ezekiel do it in more detail. Both tell 
us in no uncertain terms to watch what is going on in the 
nations. But what are we to watch for? The weird things 
described in the books are attempts to describe a future 
world. How would you describe a bus to a stone-age 
family? How would an internet surfing buff explain how to 
watch the world to Ezekiel standing on the ramparts of a 
watch tower one foggy morning? 

Jesus says when you see certain things happen, understand 
what is going on. John tells us when you see these things 
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come to pass you will know the time of end is near. All of 
these writers pepper their writings with several warnings 
the foolish overlook. 

The first shake of the Pepper pot says stay close to God. 
You cannot understand what is going on it the world if you 
do not understand what God intends to do. In the building 
trade it used to be said, “ the blue-prints give the clue but 
conversation reveals the method”. In the world of art, “the 
picture tells a story but the artist gives the meaning ”. In the 
world of those who live by faith, we might say “the 
scriptures gives the intent, interrogative prayer n6 reveals 
the method ”. 

The second shake of pepper is beware how you treat 
speculation. God tells Ezekiel more than one-hundred-and- 
ninety times - will...and when you see it you will know ’. 
Jesus tells his listeners false speculators will come and say 
“He is here or there, but don’t go with them until you see 
these things for yourself. ” 

The third liberal dose of pepper is ‘don’t doubt just because 
you don’t understand’. The signs we are given are signs we 
may not see now, but they will develop in the nations. They 
are tangible and have been told beforehand that we might 
believe. “ Therefore watch and pray that the hour does not 
creep up on you like a thief in the night”. 


236 We met this term in chapter 16 when dealing with Habakkuk. 
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BOOK IN BRIEF - DANIEL 


Chapters 



1 

Captivity 


2 -4 

Nebuchadnezzar from dream to pride and humility 


5 

Belshazzar's feast 


6 

Darius’ decree 


7-12 

Daniels dreams and prophesies 


Figure 71: Outline Daniel 
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Chapter 21 DANIEL 

You will remember Daniel was deported with the first batch 
of captives and never saw his land again. Daniel lived 
seventy-years of life, but the book covers four-hundred- 
and-forty-years of future history. Daniel chapter-eleven 
happened two-hundred years after his death but it is 
accurate to the smallest detail. Daniel served as second in 
command to four kings, Nebuchadnezzar, Belshazzar, 
Darius and Cyrus, which suggest he was a remarkable 
administrator as incoming kings rarely recognised previous 
officials. Daniel didn’t go back to Jerusalem, he could have 
done so in any of the three returning parties. 

His writings are in two halves, the first half contains all the 
well known Sunday school stories. Chapters-one-to-six are 
written in the traditional Hebrew third person. Chapters- 
two-to-seven in Aramaic. In the second half, (chapters- 
eight-to-twelve), he writes in the first person of Aramaic, (I 
Daniel), then he reverts to Hebrew to finish the book. 
Historically you will remember ten tribes of Israel were 
taken to Assyria. When the Babylonians conquered Assyria 
they found themselves under much less strict travel rules 
and migrated to Babylon where the best trade could be 
done. Judah and Benjamin from the South were taken in 
three batches straight to Babylon. This allowed Israel and 
Judah to be reunited in accordance with the prophecy. 
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Under this regime, Judah and Israel were further conquered 
by the Persians under Cyrus. Cyrus was a benevolent king 
and allowed the Israelis to return and rebuild Jerusalem. 
They went in three groups and came back in three groups. 
But not all came back. Many were content with their way 
of life under Cyrus and stayed. The three wise men of 
nativity fame were not Gentiles but part of those that 
remained and set up synagogues in that country. They were 
the ones checking scripture daily and saw the prophecy of 
the unusual star. You may remember in two-thousand-and- 
thirteen-AD, when persecution started again, Israel chartered 
secret flights from Sudan to rescue Jews and take them to 
Israel? These were the descendants of those who stayed. 

The Book itself begins with Daniel’s life. As a prince in the 
royal household in Judah, he was deported around the age 
of seventeen. It is noticeable that he accepted his new 
name. There is little doubt as to what Belshazzar 237 means 
it means 'Baal protect the king’. Daniels new name 
Belteshazzar is far less clear and may mean 4 Baal protects 
the king’s treasurer’. But it is noticeable that even as a 
teenager he was a man of principle. He accepted the new 
name but refused the new diet. None-the-less his principles 
held true when later he was told to stop praying to his God 
and accept the king as a god. What the Babylonians were 
trying to do was immerse these captives in their own 
culture, so they become moulded in Babylonian ways. 


237 the king of Babylon 
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What Daniel understood is there had to be lines drawn to 
stop that happening. 

In chapter-two, Daniel has a vision of a statue. We are give 
the interpretation: The head of Gold is Nebuchadnezzar and 
the Babylon empire which reigned from six-o-six-BC to 
five-thirty-nine-BC. 
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When Nebuchadnezzar heard the interpretation it went to 
his head, he built a sixty-foot high statue of himself 
overlayed in gold. Chapter-three tells how his advisers, out 
of jealousy of Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego, 
persuaded the king to see who was loyal to him by a decree 
demanding everyone worship the statue. The three refused 
and were cast into the furnace. Contrary to what I was 
taught in Sunday school, Daniel was not mentioned among 
them. Three were counted in and three counted out but a 
fourth appeared in the flames. 

History tells us Nebuchadnezzar was a benevolent man and 
when some of the princess became homesick for the 
mountains, animals and trees of home, (Babylon was the 
flat and plain land on which Babel was built years before), 
he built a pyramid mountain, covered it in trees and 
established a zoo on top. This became one of the Seven 
Wonders of the Ancient World. His pride became 
insufferable until in chapter-four he has a dream, no doubt 
prompted by his achievement, in which he saw a tree laden 
with fruit and as tall as heaven chopped down to the stump. 
The interpretation was that the king would contract what we 
call “Lycanthropy syndrome” what the Greeks called 
“Lycos or wolf disease ” and the Romans called 
“Versiphilis ”. He would only be restored when he humbled 
himself and looked to the God of heaven. This he did and 
lived for a few more years proclaiming the God of heaven 
was the only God to be worshipped. 
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By chapter-five There is a gap and the Babylonian empire 
was about to be replaced by the Medo-Persians. 
Nebuchadnezzar had died and been succeeded by his son 
Nitocrus, But as he was out of the country for ten-years, so 
his son Belshazzar was acting for him. Belshazzar, thought 
it a great idea to draw all the captured temple treasures out 
of stock and use them in a great banquet. This set the scene 
for the writing on the wall story which was God’s 
declaration that his kingdom was over and the Persians 
would conquer them that very night. 

In chapter-six we see another king, but Daniel is kept on as 
adviser, and anti-Semitism raises its head once again. King 
Darius divided the empire into one-hundred-and-twenty 
states under three governors of which Daniel was one. 
There was an uprising in the land and the other two 
governors blamed the Jews, so they used that as an excuse 
to go to the king and advised him to test loyalty of the 
people by having them pray to him only for thirty-days. 
The text makes it clear the target was Daniel, who carried 
on openly praying to his God and was placed in the lion’s 
den. But this backfired as not only was Daniel’s God made 
Exclusive God, but Daniel was promoted over the other two 
Governors. 

Chapter-eight gives more prophetic detail of the coming 
invasion of the bronze empire. The ram with two horns 
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represents the Meads & Persians, who were one Country 
with two States. The goat was the Greeks whose emblem 
was a goat. Alexander the great known was known as “the 
goat”, he died aged forty-one having extended the empire 
as far as India. On his death, he divided the empire into 
four parts giving one to each of his generals. Cassandria 
was given Macedonia and Greece, Lysimachus had Turkey, 
Seleuceus had by far the largest section including Iraq, Iran, 
Syria, Lebanon, Palestine, and Jordan. Ptolemy was given 
Egypt. Seleuceus & Ptolemy were constantly fighting each 
other for land and power but Israel was in between the two, 
which sets the scene for the book of Nehemiah where they 
rebuilt the wall with one hand, while holding a sword in the 
other. Daniel saw it all before it happened in his vision. 
The Persian Empire is now Iran and in nineteen-seventy- 
one, the Shah celebrated two-thousand-five-hundred years 
of Persian empire, rebuilding a reproduction of the grand 
gates and city. He invited leaders from all over the world to 
celebrate. During the festival he announced for himself a 
new title of “King of Kings He died in nineteen-seventy- 
four. 

In chapters-nine-to-ten, Daniel, while reading the writings 
of Jeremiah, discovered they were to be in exile of their 
land for seventy-years. Daniel as the nation’s second in 
command and as head of the people of God, humbles 
himself and confesses the sins on behalf of the Israelites. 
God responded by sending a messenger to reassure him that 
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at the end of that time they will go back and rebuild 
Jerusalem and the temple. Which they did under 
Nehemiah, but that is another book. 

Chapter-ten, gives us an insight into the earthly conflicts for 
power and dominance. Earthly conflicts are matched by 
heavenly conflicts. God’s answer to Daniel was delayed by 
a spiritual war. Michael the angel was side tracked on his 
way to Daniel with his answer. Persia and Greece are 
clearly stated as a struggle of Principalities and Powers 
behind earthly kings over territory. Knowing that God 
heard Daniel’s prayer and sent reinforcements in the form 
of angels, should reinvigorate our prayer life even though 
they were delayed. 

Here we need to see the word translated weeks’ in our 
bible. It is the Hebrew word meaning ‘sevens It is used in 
other places such as 6 a time, two-times, and half-a-time , 
which we take to mean three-and-a-half-years, not weeks. 
From the decree issued to let the exiles go back in Daniel 
chapter-nine 238 , Daniel gives a period of sixty-two-sevens 
from the time the people were permitted to go back and rebuild 
the temple to when Messiah should be cut off from the land 
of the living. Although the precise date of the decree is 
unclear, that time was up circa-thirty- ad. There can be no 
doubt that Daniel identified Jesus as the Messiah who was 
to be cut off. 


238 Daniel 9: 35-6 
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After the 62 weeks, the chosen one will be killed. He will be gone. Then 
the people of the future leader will destroy the city and the holy place. 
That end will come like a flood. War will continue until the end. God has 
ordered that place to be completely destroyed. 239 


Chapters seven, eleven and twelve, are about the last days. 
Chapter-eleven shows the remarkable similarity to events 
leading up to both the first and second coming of Messiah. 
It is a very remarkable chapter in the role of prophesy. I 
rely on commentaries to tell me there are seven-hundred- 
and-thirty-five prophesies in Scripture. One-hundred-and- 
thirty-five of them are in these chapters. 240 Chapter-seven, is 
solely concerned with events leading up to the second 
coming and therefore subject to a lot of speculation. 

We must also stop off here a moment to check the promised 
seed line. Zechariah was the last king to sit on a throne of 
Judah and Messiah had not yet come. So is this the end of 
the line? No! We must back up a bit here to King Josiah. 
He was the king who came to the throne at the age of eight 
and was guided by the hand of the High Priest who had 
protected him from the assassination of Jezebel’s daughter. 
A few years later he gave the temple a spring-clean and 
found scriptures locked in a cupboard in the basement. 
Worship had still gone on through this time but it had 

239 Daniel 9: 26. 

240 For your own further study see http://www.ukapologetics.net/2danieltrue.html: 

Also, https://revelationrevolution.org/daniel-chapter-ll-35-45-commentary-every-prophecy-miraculously-fulfilled/ 
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become just music focused under the choirmaster, (or 
worship leader as we would say today). The priests simply 
carried out the ritual sacrifices. Jehoiakim died and the 
Babylonians left Zedekiah as the last puppet king to sit on 
the throne of Judah. But Zerubbabel was the line’s 
continuation. 241 He was happily feasting at the kings table in 
accordance with the prophecies of Haggai and Zechariah. 

Josiah had 3 sons 

Jehoiakim . Jehoahaz and Zedekiah 

I 

Jehoiakim 

I 

Jehoiachin 

I 

Shealtiel 

I 

Z erubbab el.Was the sceptre line to Messiah 

I 

I 

I I 

Zedekiah .was placed as the last king on the the physical throne of David. 


Figure 73: The promised seed in Exile 


’On that day, says the Lord of Hosts, I will take you Zerubbabel, son of 
Shealtiel, my servant, and wear you like a signet ring; for it is you whom I 
have chosen. This is the word of the Lord of Hosts”" 242 

Thus says the Lord of hosts: Here is a man whose name is Branch for he 
shall branch out in this place, and he shall build the temple of the Lord... 
he shall bear royal honour, and shall be a priest and king with a peaceful 
understanding between the two " 243 

241 See page 214 Figure 73 The promised seed in Exile. 

242 Haggai 2: 23. 

243 Zechariah 6: 12-13 
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2 Prophets from Moses to Samuel 
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4 Priests (Joshua to Ananias the son of Nedebaeus and Joseph Caiaphas 
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BC 490 

Figure 74‘. Ezekiel -where are we? 




BOOK IN BRIEF - EZEKIEL 

Chapters 


1-3 

The Call and Commission of Ezekiel 

4-24 

Oracles of Judgment on Judah and Jerusalem 

25-32 

Oracles of Judgment on the Nations 

33-48 

Prophecies of Future Restoration 


Figure 75: Outline Ezekiel 


700 

10 trbes fall to Assyria 


612 

Babylonians and Medes conquer Assyria 


605 

The Babylonians invade Judah 

First wave of deportation of Jews to Babylon 

1 Dor lief, and l/iree friends 

2 Principle Men end Valiant men 

601 

Babylonians battle Egypt, 

Judah decides to side with Egypt, against Jeremiah’s advice 

Babylonians retreatfrom Judah to fight Egypt 
leaving Jerusalem standing unconquered 

Egypt makes Jehoiachin puppet king of Jerusalem 

597 

Babylonians beat Egypt And return to capture Jerusalem 

Zedekiah made puppet king of Judah 

Second wave of deportation to Babylon from Judah. 

1 Ezeidei (aged 25), 

2 Jehoiachin, wife and Prince Sheaitief 

3 ancestors of Mordicai, 

4 the cousin of Esther, 

3 7000 craftsmen A Smiths 

593 

Ezekiel begins to prophesy aged 30 

Prophesies also tells of Zedekiah's death 

586 

The Babylonians destroy Jerusalem And the Temple 

Jerusalem’s walls and gates are burned with fire 

Third wave of Jews deported to Babylon 

1 Remaining Pries ts 

2 remaining serfs A tr ades men 

586 

Babylonian Exile begins 

Zedekiah tnes to escape 

But has eyes put out and tfi ildren killed 

539 

The Fall of Babylon Beginning of the Peraan Penod 

The Decree of Cyrus II allown g Jews to return 

516 

The Jews rebuild theirTemple (70 years) 



Figure 76: Daniel and the Exile 
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Chapter 22 EZEKIEL 

The time is one-hundred-years after Israel fell. Judah, 
totally ignoring the warnings of Isaiah, Micah, Jeremiah, 
and Habakkuk, deteriorated to become even worse than the 
ten tribes. 

We saw the first of a group of Prophets to be carried into 
exile included Daniel and Ezekiel. Historically, after the 
ten tribes of the North were carried away to Assyria, 
Babylon continued to grow rapidly and conquered Assyria 
in six-twelve-BC. Babylon then invaded Judah in three 
waves. In the first wave she carried off all the royals and 
nobility including Daniel and his three friends. Egypt could 
see the threat from Babylon, so she went to meet Babylon 
which distracted the armies away from Jerusalem for a 
while. Judah tried to side with Egypt and Pharaoh Necho 
set Jehoiakim as Puppet King. Four-years later, once 
Babylon had seen off Egypt, they deported a second group 
of people which included Ezekiel. Ezekiel was from of the 
respected priestly clan of Zadok. He was twenty-five years 
old when carried off into Babylon. Priests could not 
perform their duties until they were thirty. On his thirtieth 
birthday, while he was sitting by the river, he saw a vision 
and was commissioned to be a prophetic Priest. Having 
been told by Jeremiah to settle down in Babylon, he settled 
by the brook Kebah at the joining of Mesopotamian rivers, 
(middle rivers). He married the same year. From thirty to 
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thirty-three, he did a number of miracles and preached. 
Ezekiel introduces us to the term “son of man ” which he 
uses eighty-three times to refer to himself. Jesus paralleled 
this, using the same term and spending three years 
preaching with miracles also. Like Jeremiah, Ezekiel 
gained the reputation of being a pessimist, until Jerusalem 
fell, and he became an optimist. The turning point seems to 
come in chap ter-thirty-nine. 


Foreign nations will realize that the Israelites were forced to leave their 
own land because they sinned against me. I turned my back on my 
people and let enemies attack and kill them. Now I will show mercy to 
the people of Israel and bring them back from the nations where they are 
living. They are Jacob’s descendants, so I will bless them and show that 
I am holy. They will live safely in their own land, but will be ashamed 
when they remember their evil ways and how they disgraced me. 244 

In the Bible as a whole, approximately twenty-five-percent 
of the verses are predictive. There are Seven-hundred -and- 
thirty-five events foretold, Five-hundred-and-ninety-three 
happened before the coming of Messiah. Mathematically 
minded Bible Scholars tell us one hundred-and-twenty have 
been fulfilled since Jesus ascended and the temple 
destroyed, leaving about twenty remaining to be completed. 
We have witnessed some of these since nineteen-forty- 
eight, when God’s people returned to the Promised Land 
and in nineteen-sixty-eight Israel enlarged its territory to 


244 Ezekiel 39: 23 
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three-quarters of the size of the land promised to Abraham. 
This is not a political statement nor is it to say God will not 
take them out again before the end times, but it is a 
reminder to “ watch and pray for the time draws near”. He 
brought them back under Nehemiah but dispersed them 
again seventy-years after Jesus died. 

The synagogue found its birth in Babylon. The tabernacle 
gave way to the Temple, but that was in Jerusalem so as 
they termed the phrase “ coming together” into the word 
Synagogue. 

The Call and Commission of Ezekiel in the first three 
chapters are about how Ezekiel was called to prophesy in a 
vision and then told to prophesy to the nations in several 
different ways. His first vision was about the Glory of God 
leaving the temple of Jerusalem, travelling along the valley 
to the mount of Olives and from there ascending into 
heaven. His last vision was about the glory of God 
returning and taking up residence again in the new temple. 

In between he had several visions, some of which he 
delivered in the form of street theatre. In the first, Ezekiel 
prophesies “ Jerusalem is finished”. First he made a clay 
model of Jerusalem and smashed it. In the Second he lay 
on left side three-hundred-and-ninety-days (facing north 
toward the ten tribes of Israel), One-day equalled one-year 
of Israel’s Idolatry. Then, turning on his right side facing 
Jerusalem for forty-days, one for each year of Judah’s 
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Idolatry 245 In the third, he got a large bowl of mixed grain 
and beans, tethered himself to a point in the town centre for 
three-hundred-and-ninety days, meticulously dividing the 
bowl contents into three-hundred-and-ninety equal parts 
and making one small cake cooked over human excrement 
each day. After a protest, God allowed him to replace the 
human waste with cow dung. The message was that the 
after the fall of Jerusalem they would only be able to eat a 
meagre amount unclean food each day. This was clearly a 
shock to the people, because they thought God would never 
let Jerusalem fall. 

The people of Jerusalem will starve. They will have so little food and 
water that they will be afraid and hopeless. Everyone will be shocked at 
what is happening, and, because of their sins, they will die a slow death 
eating unclean food. ,246 

In the fourth demonstration, Ezekiel shaved his head and 
beard in public. Then, building a brick kiln in the shape of 
Jerusalem, he burned one portion, burned and chopped up a 
second portion with a sword, then threw a third portion into 
the air shouting “ the nations will watch as Judah burns, the 
people are killed by the sword and scattered while 
Jerusalem falls 

The fifth prophesy was directed at the king. He put clothes 
in a bag, dug a hole in the wall and crept out at night. Later, 


245 Ezekiel 4: 4-6. 

246 Ezekiel 4: 16-17 
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when Jerusalem was surrounded by Babylon, The king did 
cut a small hole in the wall and crept out with his family but 
the enemy spotted him caught up with him made him watch 
as they killed his wife and children, and then burned out his 
eyes. 

The sixth vision was particularly sad. He was told his wife 
would die on her birthday, but he was not allowed to morn. 
He was to mark the day and time in his journal because that 
would be the precise moment Jerusalem would fall. When 
the runner came from Jerusalem a fortnight later, he asked 
the precise time and yes, it was exactly the moment written 
in his diary. 

Ezekiel also spoke in parables. God said “Utter a parable 
unto the rebellious house”. In fact, he uttered five. The 
first of these was the parable of the wild vine. In it God 
points out that Judah had been chosen out of all the trees in 
the forest to different by producing good fruit. But now it 
was no different and therefore only useful as firewood just 
like all the other trees. So God is about to chop it down. 247 

In the deserted girl parable, Ezekiel reminds Israel they 
were abandoned in Egypt until He rescued them, adopted 
them, raised them like a princess, to the envy of the world. 
But the princess becomes a prostitute for all the nations 
around. God had tried to reform her and now it was too 


247 Ezekiel 15: 
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late. He would no longer listen to anyone who interceded 
for her. 248 

The parable of two birds of prey, one an Eagle 
(Nebuchadnezzar compared to an eagle) 249 and the other a 
bird of prey (Cyrus is to a bird of prey) 250 . They come to 
nest in grapevine (Judah). They eat all the grapes and then 
destroy the branches and break it away from its roots. God 
declares: 

“As I live, Judah will be punished. But so also will Assyria, Egypt and 
Babylon. And then from the root of the tree will I will make many trees 
that will grow tall.” 251 

Taking Judah’s Emblem, the Lion, Ezekiel speaks plainly to 
the leaders of Judah and holds them responsible for the 
downfall of the nation. The lioness had taught the lion cub 
to fight in order to protect the pride, but instead the lion had 
turned on the pride and consumed it. For that reason God 
will allow the nations to capture the lion in a net and carry 
it away. 

The parable of the two sisters, Israel (Oholah) who 
prostituted herself to Assyria and so God gave her to the 
Assyrians; And Judah (Oholibah) who displayed herself to 
Babylon (a reference to the time Babylon sent greetings to 

248 Ezekiel 16: 

249 Jeremiah 48: 40 and 49: 22 

250 Isaiah_46: 11 

251 Ezekiel 17: 

252 Ezekiel 19: 
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Nebuchadnezzar, and he showed them the treasures of the 
temple). But then she became enamoured by Egypt, (a 
reference to the treaty they had just made with Egypt). 
Ezekiel told them both the evidence had been heard in His 
court and the judgement passed. There was no more 
chances to repent and sentence would be carried out. 253 

Besides street theatre and Parables, Ezekiel had visions to 
relay to the people. In these visions Ezekiel sees with great 
detail how God will punish the nations. 

Because Tyre has shouted Hip Hip Hooray at Jerusalem’s fall, I am 
against you. I will cause the nations to come up against her, and cast her 
into the sea. They will pull down her walls and break down her towers 
and even scrape her dust to make her like the top of a rock. She will be 
a place for the spreading of nets in the midst of the sea: I have spoken 
says the Lord GOD: She will become a spoil to the nations. 254 

Tyre was a fishing village half a mile inland having a little 
island offshore. When Alexander the Great came down 
from Egypt, the fishermen got into boats and went to the 
island thinking themselves safe. Alexander ordered the city 
to be thrown into the sea to make a causeway which even 
today is place for fishermen to dry nets. His predictions for 
Egypt, Ammon, Edom, and Moab, all came equally true. 
The chances of that happening in detail must be enormous! 


253 Ezekiel 24 

254 Ezekiel 26: 2-5 
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There are two recurring phrases throughout this book. The 
first is “I will”, which is covenant phrase and appears at 
least seventy-seven times. The second is “will know ” and 
appears at least sixty-one times. Taken together they run “I 
Will ...and then they will know”. Particularly in chapter- 
thirty-three, we are warned that God is searching for a 
watchman to look out for these signs and warn the people. 
If they are warned then the judgement lies on the hearer, 
otherwise it remains on those charged with delivery of the 
message. Chapter-thirty-four turns his attentions toward the 
leaders and priests. He berates them for using the people to 
boost their own ego, for not feeding the people as they were 
charged to do, for not gathering them but leaving them to 
their own devices, for leaving them as food for wolves and 
finally, for imposing conditions on them that drive them 
away into the mouths of wild beasts. 

The Lord GOD says; Behold, I am against the shepherds; and I will 
require my flock at their hand,™ 

In chapter-thirty-seven, he turns from judgement to focus 
on hope. A vision of dry bones that God revived and filled 
them with life again. This is a well known picture. But it is 
accompanied by the picture of two sticks, one is Ephraim 
representing the ten tribes, the other is Judah. These are 
held together and become one stick. These were then 
placed in the sanctuary like Aeron’s rod. All nations will 
come to see them. This began to come true under the 

255 Ezekiel 34: 10 
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freedom of movement edict of Cyrus when all the tribes 
began to intermingle again. 

Prophecies from chapter-thirty-eight on, have not yet been 
fulfilled. These are about the final conflict with Gog and 
Magog and ties up with Daniel and Revelation which we 
will look closer at in later chapters. There was a gap of 
about fifteen-years until Ezekiel was eighty. And saw the 
throne of Glory on wings returning. He saw it depart from 
the temple, travel down the valley to the Mount of Olives 
and ascend into the heavens at the beginning of his 
ministry, now he sees it return in like manner, to a brand- 
new temple. But the difference is there is no Holy of 
Holies and no priests. Instead, there is a river flowing from 
the temple down to the deepest valley, 256 and then on 
through Africa. This river flows from Jerusalem to the 
Dead Sea via Engedi and fishermen are fishing on the Dead 
Sea. This is one to watch carefully as it is now public 
knowledge Israel has been planning with others, a channel 
linking the Red Sea and Dead Sea. 257 


256 Probably the Dead Sea valley 

257 https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Red_Sea-Dead_Sea_Water_Conveyance 
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Figure 77.' Chronicles -where are we? 


BOOK IN BRIEF - CHRONICLES 

Chapters 

1 Chronicles 10-2 Chronicles 9 Establishment of the Davidic Monarchy 

2 Chronicles 10-36: Division of the Kingdom until its fall 

2 Chronicles 36: 17-21 Exile in Babylonian Captivity 

2 Chronicles 36: 22-23 Cyrus decree 


Figure 78: Outline Chronicles 


Page 225 






























Surfing the Old Testament Scriptures 


Chapter 23 CHRONICLES 

We start now on Chronicles. As a recap, there are four 
periods of five-hundred-years. The book of Kings and 
Samuel were written in the context of the changeover from 
Prophets to King. The book of Chronicles was written at 
the point when Kings handed the batten over to priests. In 
seven-twenty-two-BC, Assyria conquered the ten tribes and 
scattered at least half of them over its territory. But they 
had been given a promise that one day they would be 
reunited with Judah and Simeon and would return to the 
land. Then in five-ninety-seven-BC, Babylon finally sacked 
Jerusalem and took Judah captive and went on to defeat 
Assyria. In the meantime, they had another promise that 
after seventy-years they would return to Jerusalem. Then, 
in five-thirty-nine-BC, Cyrus the Great of Persia, (which is 
now Iran), conquered Babylon. That is where our ditty 
begins. 

Cyrus was a benevolent king and firstly allowed the people 
to wander freely through the kingdom so the ten tribes and 
the two were able to reunite in accordance with that part of 
the prophecy. Once Cyrus signed the decree that any 
people group that had been captured could return to their 
own land, (with the condition that they should first set up a 
place of worship to their own gods and pray for him). The 
Hebrews were ready. They were now reunited as a people 
and could go home. This is where the book of Chronicles 
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fits. In our bibles it follows Kings which was written about 
one-thousand-one-hundred-BC and it gets skipped because it 
looks like a repeat of the information in kings. But it has a 
completely different purpose and tells a different story. The 
first essential is, whereas the books Samuel and Kings were 
written at the hand over from Judges to Kings. Chronicles 
was written as the handover from Kings to Priests. We 
don’t have time here to examine the difference so here is a 
summary of functional difference in the hope you will do a 
deeper study for yourself. But here are some pointers: 

• The Prophet presents God to the people; the priest 
presents the people to God. 

• The Prophets sees God from the eyes of man; the priest 
sees man from the eyes of God. 

• The Prophet foretells what God will do in the future; 
the priest enables what God wants in the now. 

• The Prophet delivers the decree; the priest administers 
it. 

• The Prophet sees the sins of the people up to the point 
of repentance; the priest deals with the sins and expects 
the people to live beyond the point of repentance. 

The book of Chronicles starts with the action in chapter- 
nine when Cyrus signs the cylinder, which is in the Iranian 
Museum today. 

“Thus says Cyrus king of Persia, “The Lord, the God of heaven, has 
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given me all the kingdoms of the earth, and he has charged me to build 
him a house at Jerusalem, which is in Judah. Whoever is among you of 
all his people, may the Lord his God be with him. Let him go up .’” 258 


That started the buzz of those Hebrew leaders who had 
been longing to get back home, so they started planning. 
They had learned their lesson and did not want to repeat the 
errors that had brought them into captivity. So they did 
their research. They wanted the right people back in the 
right jobs as decreed by Moses. They would need priest 
who had building skills. Priests with reading had writing 
skills. But primarily they would need people with an 
upright character to guard against a repeat of the corruption 
that had brought them down in the first place. So the first 
difference you will notice in this book is, it misses out the 
bad guys in the lineage and justifies the deeds of the good 
guys. 

Priests had to be kosher Levites. That 
required a genealogy. Just as the line of 
sceptre had to be traced back through 
David, Judah the patriarchs to Adam, so 
priests should be traced back to Aaron. 

The genealogy does include some of those we have already 
seen in Kings and Samuel, but it is more complete in 
following the genealogy back to Adam. We looked at the 
covenant in our very first study of Genesis. Those were the 

258 2 Chronicles 36: 23 
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conditions laid down then and Ezra is looking for those 
conditions in the priest that return. He was looking for: 
Compete faith in God and his right to Judge good and evil 
and obedient faithfulness his calling. Samuel and Kings 
could not overlook the sins of the people because the job of 
prophets was to bring the people to repentance. Repentance 
is the activator of forgiveness and the gateway into the 
covenant. The absence in Chronicles of the bad things 
people did, is possible from a Priest’s eyes because they had 
repented. They had been punished for seventy-years in 
exile. Now they had returned to God could return to their 
land. Their sins are remembered no more. For two- 
thousand-five-hundred-years from that date the Jews could 
never since be accused of turning to idolatry. The English 
Bible ends with the words: 

“And he shall turn the heart of the fathers to the children, 
and the heart of the children to their fathers, lest I come 
and smite the earth with a curse 

The Hebrew Bible finishes with the words from Chronicles 

Whosoever there is among you of all his people, Jehovah 
his God be with him, and let him go up 

Now you might have picked up from the preamble that 
Chronicles was written after the return. Not so! It was a 
sort of select committee report, written before but published 
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after the return from exile. It was written as preparation for 
the return. The very last verse stops halfway through a 
sentence “Let him go up... This was not just a case of 
Tet’s just up and go then’. The leading priests were 
preparing for this moment because they had read the 
prophets and found seventy-years exile was almost up. So 
even before hearing the decree, the leaders began to plan 
the return of Israel to its homeland. The punishment was 
over. For Israel, this seventy-year exile meant many things. 
First, Israel and Judah were once again united. But on the 
other hand there were few people around after seventy- 
years that could remember who their ancestors were or even 
what home was like. 

To God’s people, genealogy determines where you live and 
what your role is. When they got home, the right people 
needed to be in the right roles for their society to function. 
The decree of return was conditional on each nation setting 
up a temple to their own God and praying for king Darius. 
That was no problem for the Hebrew people because setting 
up an altar was the first thing they always did when they 
moved. But it was essential to them also that the right 
people did the right jobs. Gatekeepers, priests, musicians, 
builders, and the military, were chosen on the basis of 
ancestry and Clan. But more than that, the leaders were 
determined to do their very best to be sure “Lessons had 
been learned”. Exile must “Never Happen Again”. So a 
committee took a critical review of the whole of Israel’s 
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history to learn the lessons and make recommendation for 
the future. The ancestral list was needed to check everyone 
taking office was of the right stock and was faithful in 
character. Above all, the heart must be right to prevent 
corruption. Ancestry, class or skill alone could not 
determine that. 

Chronicles is the research and work of the scribes in 
preparation for the return of the people. As far as the 
people were concerned, the spirit was keen to go, they did 
not see the preparations going on behind the scenes. 

Besides the different viewpoint of Samuel and kings, those 
books only cover the five-hundred-years while judges were 
prominent in Israel. Prophets concentrated on the bad 
things people were doing at the time in order to bring the 
people into line. There is a constant battle between 
prophets and the people over idolatry, immorality, lying, 
and injustice. Every mention of their failings is there. 
Those books were written from the point of view that you 
will be punished for these things. Chronicles, written at the 
end of the punishment concentrates on the royal line 
from Adam to Messiah, ignoring all the bad and 
emphasizing spiritual and moral qualities. 

Rebuilding the temple caused some problems for the 
people. The older folk started to compare it with 
Solomon’s construction of temple. Solomon concentrated 
on the prestige. The kingdom had an empire and the 
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building was to be magnificent to demonstrate pomp and 
power. This new temple was to have a different emphasis. 
The new significance of the temple was to rebuild the 
people. The first temple concentrated on the purpose of 
temple as Solomon had set out in his letter to the King of 
Tyre because it was the original concept of David and 
Solomon. 

The house that I am to build will be great, for our God is greater than all 
gods. But who is able to build him a house, since heaven, even highest 
heaven, cannot contain him? Who am I to build a house for him, except 
as a place to make offerings before him ? 259 

The Kings account of the consecration concentrates on 
Moses, the ark and law, (which at that time only had the 
tablets of Moses inside). But Chronicles does not mention 
the law. It empasizes the praise and music to be led by 
prophetic choir masters. The exile has given them ample 
time to reflect and one thing stood out, you cannot legislate 
to rid the nation of sin the people must contribute from the 
heart. Moses tried laws and procedures but they had not 
worked. The purpose of the law was to show the standard 
required but it could not change the heart. The Priests, 
under the law of Moses, had become corrupt. The 
“Chronicle Committee ” were emphasising the importance 
of character both in the leaders and in the people. 


259 2 Chronicles 2: 5 
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There is some extra information in Chronicles when we get 
to the record of Jehoshaphat. In the Kings version 
Jehoshaphat enquires of the prophets. The prophets 
discussed it among themselves and agreed to give the best 
political answer. Jehoshaphat saw through that and called 
Micah from the North because he had both a reputation and 
a record of speaking the word of God. In Chronicles, we 
are told of the action that Jeroboam took after that incident 
to halt the corrupt political outlook of prophets and priests. 

In the third year of his reign he sent his officials, Ben-hail, Obadiah, 
Zechariah, Nethanel, and Micaiah, to re-educate from the law; Shemaiah, 
Nethaniah, Zebadiah, Asahel, Shemiramoth, Jehonathan, Adonijah, 
Tobijah, Tobadonijah; and with these prophets also Levites, and priests 
then he sent them throughout Judah with the book of the law to teach the 
people . 260 

Jehoshaphat did not just accept the status-quo, he pro¬ 
actively set about with a plan. He would re-educate all the 
people in the scriptures so false prophets could not pull the 
wool over their eyes. As a result of that all the 
neighbouring nations respected and feared Judah. 


260 Chronicles 17: 7-9 
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Chapter 24 ESTHER 

Many of God’s People have gone back home under the 
edict of Cyrus the Great. But also a large number were 
settled and remained. Like so many times before, a new 
king came to the throne who did not have the same regard 
for this Hebrew people. The empire now stretched from 
Ethiopia to India but that was not enough for king Xerxes 
who had called a great conference with all one-hundred- 
and-twenty leaders of his provinces to discuss how they 
might take on the rising Greek empire. But this great king 
who controlled half the world could not control either his 
temper or his wife. So when his wife refused to come and 
dance at the end of the end of conference farewell dinner, 
he called another conference with his advisors to discuss 
what should be done about it. 

You will forgive me if I disagree with the great Martin 
Luther when he said the book of Esther should not be in 
Scripture. He was influenced by the rise in the anti- 
Semitism of his day. In my humble opinion, every 
Christian should read it one-hundred times to train the eye 
to see God at work in it. Esther is like a word search puzzle 
the sort that you might give to young folk to train the eye to 
look for word patterns. 
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I have no doubt you have been told God is not mentioned in 
the book, but He is, four times. 261 Every young Hebrew 
training for his bar-mitzvah would spot these mentionings 
immediately. Do you have a fish symbol on one of your 
possessions? The fish symbol is an acrostic that persecuted 
Christians used in the first century to proclaim to other 
Christians Jesus Christ, Son & Saviour which in Greek 
spells fish. Hebrews were brilliant at acrostics, besides 
Jeremiah which we have already studied, the books of 
wisdom will be full of acrostics expressions. In the 
Hebrew, Esther has four passages that contain the acrostic 
YHWH which is the way Hebrews refer to God. So why 
would they need to be secretive? Because this was another 
period of anti-Semitism. The Hebrews had repented to live 
by the laws of God and he had blessed them as he 
promised. As a result, they were the subject of rising 
jealousy by their neighbours throughout this vast empire. 
The focus in miniature concentrates on the Palace but it is 
happening throughout this vast empire. So even the Jews 
that had returned to Jerusalem were under threat from 
Haman’s edict. 

There are two Jews in the palace who have been blessed 
and risen to the top, Esther and Uncle Mordecai who 

261 The acrostics can be found in the Hebrew of Chapter. 1:20; Chapter 5:4; Chapter. 5: 13 and Chapter 7: 

7. 
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advised her to keep quiet about her ethnicity. The 
“blackshirt ” is Haman, the Agagite or an Amalekite- “The 
enemy of all Jews”. Esther is of the tribe of Benjamin, 
which would have really needled Haman. In fact, it worked 
him to a point where he wanted ethnically cleanse the world 
of Jews. The dispute started back in Exodus. 

And the Lord said unto Moses, write this for a memorial in a book, and 
rehearse it so the people remember. Because the Lord has sworn He 
will war with Amalek from generation to generation . 262 

In particular, you may remember from Samuel 263 that Saul 
the Benjaminite king was told to kill Agag the Amalekite. 

But Saul and the people spared Agag, and the best of the sheep, and of 
the oxen, ...But Samuel said to Agag, “Your sword took babies from their 
mothers. So now, your mother will lose her son. ’ And Samuel cut Agag 
to pieces before the Lord at Gilgal . 264 

All these years later, the festering spiritual anger finds leave 
to vent itself in Haman. And another battle was about to 
begin. But the real battle was between God and Satan who 
saw another opportunity to destroy the line of the sceptre 
and Salvation. So The big question this book poses is 
where is God? It stems from the fact that he is not 
mentioned directly by name or nature, but He is here. The 
eye and ear are only as good as the trained mind when it 


262 Exodus 17: 14 

263 1 Samuel chapter 15:9 

264 1 Samuel 15: 33 . 
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comes to observation and the Christian life will only be as 
aware of God as it is trained to do. For those interested in 
jargon we are looking at the doctrine of God’s Providence 
and Sovereignty. Under any standards king Xerxes stands 
out as a “Big Deal”. His name is mentioned one-hundred- 
and-ninety times in the book. He ruled from India to 
Ethiopia, 265 which puts the USA into perspective. He was 
the son of Darius the Great who had decreed anybody could 
go back to their own land. This of course was no big deal 
because he ruled their land anyway. Someone once said, 
'All authorities only have authority by consent of the 
ultimate authority I don’t remember who it was but it 
does not matter because God said it first. 

Don’t you know? Haven’t you heard? Isn’t it clear that God created the 
world? God is the one who rules the whole earth, and we that live here 
are merely insects. He spread out the heavens like a curtain or an open 
tent.God brings down rulers and turns them into nothing. They are like 
flowers freshly sprung up and starting to grow. But when God blows on 
them, they wilt and are carried off like straw in a storm . 266 

Why do the heathen rage, and the people imagine a vain thing? The 
kings of the earth set themselves, and the rulers take counsel together, 
against the Lord, and against his anointed, saying, Let us break their 
bands asunder, and cast away their cords from us.He that sitteth in the 
heavens shall laugh: the Lord shall have them in derision. Then shall he 
speak unto them in his wrath, and vex them in his sore displeasure. Yet 
have I set my king upon my holy hill of Zion. I will declare the decree: the 


265 See 235 Esther-The Place Figure 80. 

266 Isaiah 40: 21 
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Lord hath said unto me, Thou art my Son; this day have I begotten 
thee. Ask of me, and I shall give thee the heathen for thine inheritance, 
and the uttermost parts of the earth for thy possession . 267 

Esther’s original Hebrew name was Hadassah (Myrtle). 
Esther in Hebrew means “Hide or conceal In Persian, it 
is derived from the word for “Star The full reason for the 
change of name is not known but there was a rise in Anti- 
Semitism in the land on the death of Darius and may have 
contributed to his reason for encouraging them to go back 
home. Esther and Daniel and Mordecai are contemporaries. 
Daniel rose through the ranks despite unwillingness to 
compromise as did Mordecai who refused to bow before 
Haman. Both chose carefully what they could compromise 
on and what they would not. Esther and Daniel 
compromised on their name but Mordecai did not, Daniel 
and Mordecai would not compromise on diet but Esher did. 
Compromise has been a problem for Christians throughout 
history, certainly from the early church and reformation, 
individuals have disagreed among themselves as to “thus 
far and no further 

In the preamble we saw the long-standing dispute between 
Amalekites and Israelis. It is often said time is a healer but 
this hatred has rumbled on for some one-thousand-six- 
hundred years. So much so that Haman was willing to 
spend the equivalent of thirty-million dollars to have the 
Jews exterminated. He was the custodian of the Kings seal 


267 Psalm 2: 1 
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which enabled him to finalize and execute laws of Meads 
and Persian which, once sealed could never be revoked. 

This is yet another attack on the promise of God for a direct 
line from Adam to Jesus and the sceptre passing down that 
line. See what is at stake in this battle. If Haman had 
succeeded the Jewish people would have simply been 
exterminated from history and the promise of God would 
have failed. Xerxes ruled the known world and every one 
of God’s people lived under his jurisdiction. Haman called 
another conference of the one-hundred-and-twenty Satraps 
to ensure they all understood this law, and they drew lots to 
decide on which month and day it should be. How is God 
going to get out of this one? This one clearly has the 
hallmark of Satan on it. Salvation comes from the Jews so 
Satan has a vested interest in making sure there is no 
salvation. 

Below is a list of Circumstances and Coincidences, The 
circumstances look as though it is the end of the line for the 
promise of God and the Coincidences turn the situations 
around into victory. Stop after each one and consider how 
it might happen to you, then next time it does you can be on 
the lookout for the hand of God in your life: 

• Circumstantially, The Queen had fallen out of favour and the king had a beauty 
pageant to choose another. 

° Coincidentally, Esther was among them and became the kings favourite 

• Circumstantially, Two body guards, charged with looking after the life of the 
king, plotted to kill him. 
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° Coincidentally, Mordecai was within ear shot and decided to report it. 

• Circumstantially, Procedure did not allow Mordecai to go to the king directly to 
tell him 

° Coincidentally, Esther was invited to dine with the king that night so Mordecai 
told her to tell the king. 

• Circumstantially, Mordecai had no recognition for this act and Haman was 
promoted instead. 

° Coincidentally, but the King wrote it in his diary. 

• Circumstantially, Mordecai refused to bow to Haman 

° Coincidentally, Haman heard Mordecai was a Jew which made him plot 
against all Jews 

• Circumstantially, Haman persuaded the king all Jews were anti-royalists and 
should be killed to raise 750,000 silver coins for your Greek war from their 
possessions. 

° Coincidentally, Mordecai heard about the letter, prayed and fasted 

• Circumstantially, the king could not sleep 

° Coincidentally, It was the night before Haman had planned to hang Mordecai. 

• Circumstantially, The king called for his diary because he could not sleep 
° Coincidentally, He happened to read the Mordecai passage 

• Circumstantially, Haman was not on duty to bring a different diary passage 

° Coincidentally Haman did just arrive in the palace in time to advise the king 
about a reward 

• Circumstantially, The king did not mention who the reward was for 

° Coincidentally, Haman thought it was his reward for raising 750,000 pieces of 
silver 

• Circumstantially, Queen Esther was not entitled to go in before the King 

o Coincidentally, The king had just read about her part in revealing the plot and 
was pleased to see her 

Anti-Semitism has raised its head many times in history and 
is always another of Satan’s repeated attempts to defeat 
God’s plan of salvation. Satan’s determination to try to 
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destroy the Jews because “ Salvation is of the Jews And 
God has promised they will be around when History comes 
to and end. But to the citizens living under the King this is 
just another of those, “chaotic rulers we have live under”. 
Life is going on, people reading newspapers and saying 
looks like chaos to me. One moment they decree to 
annihilate the entire population of the Jews. The next there 
is a U-tum and Mordecai is riding through the town in 
honour. “ This is how the King Honours those who please 
him”, was the declaration. Honour today and annihilate 
tomorrow was what the people were thinking under their 
breath. Leaders always say one thing one moment and do 
another the next. Haman was impatient and planned it 
should all happen the day after the decree was issued and 
had built the gallows for that date. But the council needed 
more time to plan. The counsel of Satraps held a lottery to 
determine on which date the ethnic cleansing should take 
place. Jews held that casting lots was the mind of God 
because mankind has no control over it. Jews believed if 
you tossed a coin, while it was spinning in the air God 
would flip the coin to land in line with His decision. This 
gave them eleven months grace to what the Jews to this day 
still celibate as the feast of Purim. One commentary 
remarks, “all of God delays are a maturing either of the 
time or of the person ”. Romans-five says, 

“While we were still weak, at the precise time Christ died”. 
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Chapter 25 EZRA AND NEHEMIAH 

Meanwhile, while Esther is left in Babylon as the 
instrument to save the entire Jewish population, Ezra and 
Nehemiah have a battle or two of their own locally in 
Jerusalem. As far as they were concerned, God said clearly 
there would be seventy-years of punishment to deal with 
their attitude toward sin, that time was now up, and they 
had gone back home. 

Three Jews and three pagans were instrumental in their 
return and each was in the right place at the right time. 
Zerubbabel was the king and sceptre holder for the line to 
Messiah. He was respected for his position and dined at 
the kings table. My speculation is that it was he who 
would talk to King Cyrus over lunch about Isaiah’s one- 
hundred-year-old prophesy. 

“The Lord says of Cyrus,” He is my shepherd and will accomplish all that 
I please; he will say rebuild the temple, He will open doors before him so 
that no gates will be shut. ” m 

How else would this Pagan character King Cyrus be able to 
say 

I am King Cyrus of Persia. The Lord God of heaven, who is also the 
God of Israel, has made me the ruler of all nations on earth. And he has 
chosen me to build a temple for him in Jerusalem . 269 

268 Isaiah 44: 28-45: 1 

269 Ezra 1: 2 
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Zerubbabel led the first group back to Jerusalem as a King 
should. The second person to lead a group back was Ezra. 
He was High Priest in all but name. Chronicles was the 
result of his research 
before he carefully chose 
his group of one- 
thousand-eight-hundred 
priests with whom he 
returned. He chose them 
by character to establish 
both the temple worship 
and to influence the daily 
life and hearts of the 
people. Each priest was 
part of one of four teams: 
worship leaders, pastors, 
administrators or 

teachers. Alongside 
Daniel, this man 
influenced Darius the king, who succeeded Cyrus as the 
next pagan king of Babylon. 

The third character in the story is Nehemiah. He was Kings 
Confidant and administrator. Pagan King Artaxerxes II was 
step-son of Esther which helped him look favourably on the 
Jews. Clearly he and Nehemiah became good friends as he 
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was quick to pick up Nehemiah’s bad news and equip him 
with all he needed to put things right in Jerusalem. 

Now the wall of Jerusalem we know today were built by 
Suleiman the sultan in fifteen-twenty- ad. The walls 
Nehemiah’s team built were over a much smaller area. 
Nehemiah always refers to it as “The peoples wall” he 
never took the credit for himself. 

Nehemiah, (the book), identifies which families built which 
section of the wall so it essential to refer to the map 270 to get 
the concept of what is going on. 

Ezra and Nehemiah were the ideal team but in character 
like chalk and cheese. Ezra meaning “Help” and Nehemiah 
meaning “Comfort”. Ezra was a private man, Nehemiah an 
extrovert. 

One commentary remarks, “While Ezra wept pulling his 
hair out for the sins of the nation, Nehemiah pulled the 
sinners hair out”. He is referring to when Nehemiah 
actually did do that. 271 

At the first feast of Tabernacles, Ezra went away to weep 
while Nehemiah organized a Shindig. While many warmed 
to Ezra for his generosity and piety, Nehemiah coined the 
phrase “The joy of the Lord is my strength. ” Ezra spent 
hours in prayer on his own Nehemiah prayed on the run. 
His catch phrase is, “Iprayed... Then I answered ”. Make 

270 Page Error: Reference source not found Error: Reference source not found :Error: Reference source not found 

271 chapter 13 verse 25 
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no bones about, it rebuilding was a tough assignment and 
differences between the people who returned could have 
been the downfall of the project. But this team of three 
men made sure every person was clear on the objective and 
united in the cause. The encouragers encouraged, the 
teachers taught and the preachers brought the people to 
repentance, the administrators knew the objective and not 
the rules, so despite all the opposition they found the way, 
they built the walls in fifty-three days. The people’s hearts 
were really in it. This rebuilding of God’s people in God’s 
appointed land was the real thing- revival. 

At least until the end of these two books! 

The Man Ezra was held in High esteem in the Jewish 
community. Outside of Scripture he is held to be the 
leading scribe of one-hundred-and-twenty who set the 
cannon of Old Testament scriptures. He is also credited for 
setting the structure of synagogue worship still used today. 

Looking through his writings in scripture there is little 
doubt that he is the scribe of Nehemiah, Ezra and 
Chronicles. In fact the earliest copies of these books are 
bound into one scroll. It was the insertion of vowels when 
translating into Greek that made the narrative too long for 
one scroll and separated them. All three books are written 
in two languages, Hebrew and Aramaic- (Aramaic was the 
Esperanto of the day much like English in the days of the 
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Empire, it was used by business and trade around the 
world). In Modern times, the books could really be called 
“the Adventures of Zerubbabel, Nehemiah and Ezra ”, for 
these three are key players in the story. We have already 
looked at Chronicles, so our first task is to see the structure 
of Nehemiah and Ezra side by side. You will remember the 
deportation came in three parts. First, Babylon thought that 
taking the kings and leaders, including Daniel, from the 
land would be enough to keep Judah quiet and submissive, 
but when that was not so, they took all the craftsmen and 
scholars including Ezekiel. When that failed and those 
remaining sided with Egypt against Babylon, King 
Nebuchadnezzar came, took the rest and destroyed 
Jerusalem. 

Now their exile is due to end and a few, (really a very small 
number), now return in three stages. Stage one, under 
Zerubbabel the King, who took with him fifty-thousand. 
The second wave was under Ezra the Priest, who took just 
one-thousand-eight-hundred, in four-fifty-eight-BC. By the 
time Nehemiah the Administrator followed in four-four- 
four-BC, King Artaxerxes I was on the throne. 


The books themselves follow the sequence 
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I hope you will by now have noticed the sequence of 
warnings and punishments that preceded the final downfall. 
God had told the nation to look for signs they were heading 
for punishment. First they would be humiliated, looted and 
limited by neighbours. Next weather patterns would 
change bringing food shortages and disease. This would 
enhance civil unrest and conflict until Judgement day when 
they would lose the land. Punishment was now complete 
and they could return. They knew it was almost over 
because it was approaching seventy-years. Why seventy? 
God had warned the people way back in Chronicles land 
must be rested one in seven-years, and they had rejected 
that condition in their five-hundred-years before when the 
copied the surrounding nations. 

Speak to the sons of Israel and say to them, ‘‘When you come into the 
land which I shall give you, then the land shall have a sabbath to the 
Lord. Six years you shall sow your field, and six years you shall prune 
your vineyard and gather in its crop, but during the seventh year the land 
shall have a sabbath rest, a sabbath to the Lord; you shall not sow your 
field nor prune your vineyard... I will scatter you among the nations and 
will draw out a sword after you, as your land becomes desolate and your 
cities become waste. So the land will enjoy its Sabbaths all the days of 
the desolation, while you are in your enemies” land; then the land will rest 
and enjoy its Sabbaths. “All the days of its desolation it will observe the 
rest which it did not observe on your Sabbaths, while you were living on 
it. 272 


272 Leviticus. 25: 2-4; 26: 33-35 
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To fulfil the word of the Lord by the mouth of Jeremiah, until the land had 
enjoyed its Sabbaths All the days of its desolation it kept sabbath until 
seventy years were complete. 273 

It was Daniel’s amazing Prophesy that announced the time 
but it was not just the length of time but the sequence of 
events: 

God has decided that for seventy weeks, your people and your holy city 
must suffer as the price of their sins. Then evil will disappear, and justice 
will rule forever; the visions and words of the prophets will come true, and 
a most holy place will be dedicated. You need to realize that from the 
command to rebuild Jerusalem until the coming of the Chosen Leader, it 
will be seven weeks and another sixty-two weeks. Streets will be built in 
Jerusalem, and a trench will be dug around the city for protection, but 
these will be difficult times At the end of the sixty-two weeks, the Chosen 
Leader will be killed and left with nothing. A foreign ruler and his army 
will sweep down like a mighty flood, leaving both the city and the temple 
in ruins, and war and destruction will continue until the end, just as God 
has decided. For one week this foreigner will make a firm agreement 
with many people, and halfway through this week, he will end all sacri¬ 
fices and offerings. Then the ‘‘Horrible Thing” that causes destruction will 
be put there. And it will stay there until the time God has decided to 
destroy this one who destroys. 274 

In Ezra Chapter-one, Cyrus declares: 

I am King Cyrus of Persia. The Lord God of heaven, who is also the 
God of Israel, has made me the ruler of all nations on earth. And he has 


273 2 Chronicles. 36: 21 

274 Daniel 9: 24-27 
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chosen me to build a temple for him in Jerusalem, which is in Judah. The 
Lord God will watch over and encourage any of his people who want to 
go back to Jerusalem and help build the temple. 275 

Cyrus was a pagan king, so who told him what God of 
heaven said? My guess is a joint conspiracy of Ezra and 
Zerubbabel. They got it from Isaiah and Zerubbabel in 
particular would have been able to chat it to Cyrus who had 
a keen interest in other religions. 

The Lord . who says of Cyrus, He is my shepherd and will accomplish 

all that I please; he will say of Jerusalem, ‘‘Let it be rebuilt, ” and of the 
temple, Let its foundations be laid. This is what the Lord says to his 
anointed, to Cyrus, whose right hand I take hold of to subdue nations 
before him and to strip kings of their armour, to open doors before him so 
that gates will not be shut.” 276 

My guess is also, being a politician who thought all the 
gods had agreed to give him world authority, Cyrus wanted 
to keep the favour of all gods. By and his decree sending 
all people groups should go back home he could curry 
favour with man and their gods. The only condition being 
that each should build a temple to his own gods and pray 
for him when they got home. After all they would still be 
his subjects as he ruled half the world. None-the-less, he 
was on the throne and issued the decree at the exact time 


275 Ezra 1: 2 

276 Isaiah 44: 28-45: 1 
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God had decreed Israel’s punishment was over, which tells 
us which God is really in charge 277 . 

Here is the best place to check up on the promised sceptre 
line again. It is well and present in the person of 
Zerubbabel who has been feasting at the king of Babylon’s 
table. Zerubbabel was the grandson of Jehoiakim and 
therefore in the royal line. There are two people in this line 
who will trace their descents down through both Mary and 
Joseph. One is king David and the other is Zerubbabel. 
For now, Zerubbabel is about to resume his kingly role of 
leading the return to Jerusalem and restoring the social 
structure of the people. Zerubbabel was clearly popular and 
a leader because he led fifty-thousand back with him- 
popular but not practical. He attempted the temple build 
but it did not get very far. There was too much opposition 
from the Samaritans who by now were not impressed with 
the idea Jerusalem and not in Samaria was to be the centre 
for God’s presence. First of all, the Samaritans said they 
would like to join the construction if Zerubbabel would 
compromise. When he refused, the Samaritans stepped up 
the pressure by sending a letter to the king. Darius had 
come to the throne in the meantime and received a letter 
from the Samaritans complaining. But he simply wrote 
back telling Zerubbabel to get on with the building. 
(Remember Darius was the king on the throne when Daniel 
was thrown to lions, I wonder what influence he had)? 278 

277 Ezra chapters 1 -3 

278 Ezra chapters 4-6 
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Clearly it was time for reinforcements. Ezra went up to 
Jerusalem. He took with him the high priest Joshua II. 
(Joshua, Yeshua, Jesus are all the same in meaning). He 
also took one-thousand-eight-hundred people, most of 
whom were priests and scribes. Equally important he took 
a written magistrate’s authorisation to build a temple and 
the finance to do it. His first task was to call the people to a 
spiritual awakening. He read the law and asked for 
response. The magistrate’s order also allowed him to 
restore law and order caused by the tensions rising with 
Samaritans. Ezra prayed privately, made a black list of 
backsliders then ruthlessly broke up all the inter-tribal 
marriages. Ezra, was a direct descendent of Aaron, 
Phinehas and Zadok the priest. He brought the scriptures 
with him. But more than that, he studied it, lived it and 
taught it. 

Ezra had spent his entire life studying and obeying the Law of the Lord 
and teaching it to others 279 

Certainly Ezra laid foundation for next four-hundred years. 
God was not going to speak though prophets from the time 
of Malachi until John the Baptist. Ezra laid the foundation 
of a changeover from Prophets to Priests. Ezra is strict in 
requiring scribes be set aside to study and expound the 
scriptures to ensure they did not revert to their own views. 
This lasted a while, but the philosophising of priests soon 

279 Ezra 7: 10 
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got the better of them and once again they split in opinions, 
this time into Pharisee and Sadducee. Priests continue 
offering the sacrifices. The early church also kept Ezra’s 
worship structure, first came the exposition of Scripture, 
then prayer then worship. This is the exact opposite of 
Christian churches services today, which has its 
disadvantages. 

As always when there are no prophets to speak directly, 
scribes divided into conservatives and liberal. Pharisees 
followed the conservative root becoming strict on law to 
control the people. Sadducees propagated the liberal 
doctrines. This put them in favour with the Roman 
authorities who agreed to let them have charge of the new 
temple. This infighting for power spread to the people who 
did not know what to believe. That is why the common 
people heard Jesus gladly. “Jesus you know what you are 
talking about you have authority ” 

At the battle of Cunaxa near Babylon in four-hundred-and- 
two-BC, Cyrus and his elder brother Artaxerxes II (Arsaces) 
fought over the throne. Artaxerxes II won. He was stepson 
of Esther and Sympathetic to Jews. Artaxerxes also got a 
letter from Samaritans informing him the Jews were 
rebuilding the walls of Jerusalem as well as the temple, 
(which he already knew). He looked into it and wrote back 
to carry on. I think it fair to say that Nehemiah had a hand 
in this decision. Artaxerxes noticed Nehemiah was 
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downcast. Nehemiah told him of his news that the walls, 
which by then had been largely built but pulled down again. 
From this conversation came the third group return with a 
core group of administrators and some swords and a 
promise of all supplies needed. His first task was to take a 
secret inventory of the situation one night. A quick 
calculation reckoned, if each family built the portion of 
wall built opposite home, the entire wall could be rebuilt 
fifty-two days. Something was different this time, 
whenever the people encountered opposition before they 
had stopped work. Nehemiah the optimist was clearly a 
charismatic person because he inspired the will to work. It 
got done despite the ridicule, “A fox could push wall over”, 
despite the threats of Samaritans and despite the conspiracy 
to corrupt Nehemiah. 

At the feast of Tabernacles, Ezra went away to weep while 
Nehemiah organized a Shindig. Between them, this team of 
three men made sure every returning person was clear on 
the objective and united in the cause. So despite all the 
opposition, they found the way they actually built the walls 
in fifty-three-days once Nehemiah arrived. 


Page 257 



Surfing the Old Testament Scriptures 


Page 258 



Pre-Historv 

Creation (Gen :1) Adam (Gen: 3) Cain &Abel (Gen 4) 

The flood [Gen: 6) 

Babel to Babylon (Gen :ii) 

Israel 4 periods of500 years (HAGGAI ZECHARIAH AND MALACHI) 
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Figure 87:HAGGAI ZECHARIAHAND MALACHI where are we?- Time 


BOOK IN BRIEF - HAGGAI ZECHARIAH AND MALACHI 

Chapters 


Haggai 1 

Haggai 2 

Futility in Not Rebuilding the House of the Lord 

Abundance in Rebuilding the House of the Lord 

Zechariah 1-8 
Zechariah 9-11 
Zechariah 12-14 

Eight Visions and Four Messages 

The Shepherd-King Comes and is Rejected 

The Shepherd-King Comes and Conquers 

Malachi 1-3 
Malachi 4:4-6 

Stop: griping, sinning, faithlessness, grumbling, robbing 
Turn back to the law 

Figure 88: Outline Flaggai Zechariah & Malachi 
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Chapter 26 HAGGAI ZECHARIAH AND MALACHI 

We are now in Act-one-scene-three. After this the curtain 
will slowly close for a four-hundred-year interval and 
narrators Malachi and Zechariah will come front stage to 
give us a trailer as to how Act-two will open. 

In the meantime, two of the three, (Haggai and Zechariah), 
will have the job of tying up some Old Testament lose ends. 
These three books are often overlooked. If a church wants 
to embark on a new vision, it will often turn to Nehemiah in 
preparation. But when the vision doesn’t quite end as it 
ought the church wonders why. It is probably because the 
vision has failed to take account of the work being done 
behind the scenes by these three folk. We saw in Nehemiah 
and Ezra that there were three attempts to build Jerusalem. 
These books are written under the new rising Greek 
influence. They are written like journals, so we can date to 
the day what was said and why. We are still under the 
three-sixty-day calendar so, someone claiming to be 
seventy-one might be nearer to seventy, but it is near 
enough to get the picture. Haggai only spoke for three- 
months and Zechariah for two-years. They overlapped by 
one-month and it all took place in Jerusalem. Malachi 
came on the scene a few years later. 

Those that came in the first group had not seen their 
expectations met. Even when the walls were up, the gates 
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were on and the temple was up and running, in their eyes 
things were nowhere near the good old days when the 
temple had all its gold and silver treasures. They are still 
under Persian rule and the beginnings of the cry for 
freedom can be heard by a few. They have not seen the rest 
of Daniel’s statue prophesy or Ezekiel’s four beasts 
prophesy come to pass yet. There are still two more foreign 
oppressors to rule before messiah comes, the Greeks were 
already influencing the world culture, after them would 
come the Romans. By the time Malachi comes on the 
scene twenty years before the close of the Prophetic era, 
small groups of zealots like the parents of the Maccabee 
brother were beginning to speak out and so priests and 
teachers were watering down the scriptures once again to 
take account of this rising populist point of view. 


Those that went back were not the wealthy but those 
motivated by spiritual interest of rebuilding the temple. 
Most of the Jews were making a good living in Babylon 
because it was a trade route crossroads. Zerubbabel was 
born in Babylon so he had not seen the state of Jerusalem, 
but he had plenty of “oldies” to tell him what the good old 
days were like. Zerubbabel, being king in all but title, 
(Cyrus would not allow that title), led the first band of fifty- 
thousand back. They went back full of enthusiasm only to 
see devastation of the city. When they saw it they had 
concluded God had caused this disaster as part of their 
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punishment, actually it was their own fault. Jeremiah had 
told them to co-operate with Babylon, so they could save 
the temple, but they had called him a traitor and tried to join 
Egypt against Babylon. Because of this, Babylon left 
Jerusalem a heap of rubble. When God punishes us for sin, 
he remembers that sin no more, but he does not send in an 
army of angels to restore everything to its former glory, we 
have to start again from where we left off. Zerubbabel kept 
his promise to Cyrus by repairing the fences around the 
temple area and erecting an altar. For the first time in 
seventy-years they made a sacrifice offering to God. But 
for those who had seen the old temple, disillusionment 
spread to rest of the group and the enthusiasm drained. 
They had been caught up in the vision but it was not a 
realistic vision. That was their first failing. 

When Ezra came down eighty years later with a merry band 
of Priest, they were expecting the social structure to be up 
and running under prince Zerubbabel. The priests were 
expecting just to run the temple, not build walls. The 
priests came with a vision of restoring religious life, they 
expected to take their positions in the temple city when they 
arrived. But by the time they got there the enemy had 
pulled down the walls again so they were seconded to wall 
building. Imagine one-thousand-eight-hundred disgruntled 
priests not being able to get on with their calling. This was 
not my calling ! One commentator writes, “If you have not 
learned humility in seventy-years of exile you are not in the 


Page 262 



Chapter 26 HAGGA1ZECHARIAH AND MALACHI 


right position to lead a church Maybe that is why Paul 
says be careful about laying hands on young leaders 
because they are more prone to conceit. The priests were 
sure of their calling but could not fulfil it until the walls 
were built and society focused. 

A third wave returned with Nehemiah in four-hundred-and- 
forty-five-BC. Here was a man that had wept and fasted 
because the temple had not been restored after so many 
years, a man with a burden. Weeping and Fasting are two 
roads to humility. Nehemiah was an administrator, under 
him they rebuild the city walls in record time. But after that, 
the momentum stopped again as the weary folk sought to 
house their families before finishing the temple. But there 
was a shortage of houses, so that was the next avenue of 
attack on these tired and hungry workers and their families. 
Family life began to disintegrate. By this time they were 
intermarrying with Samaritan girls which was neither 
lawful nor helpful because they did not share a common 
vision or the same God. 


If the purpose of this book was a series of sermons and not 
a survey, we could stop off here for the next three chapters 
to examine why they had so many problems. We could 
focus on the leadership to see it was disjointed. We could 
see the vision of the people was flawed, we could see the 
strategy of the enemy was underestimated, we could see the 
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people became exhausted because they tried to juggle too 
many tasks. The purpose of these three prophets however, is 
first to tie up a few loose ends, second to move smoothly 
from a prophetic era to a priestly era. The three prophets 
show they now have a treasure called the scriptures. There 
would be no more prophets until Elijah came again to 
prepare the way for Messiah. When the curtain did go up in 
act-two-scene-one, the people recognised who that was. 
John the Baptist came, and all the people flocked to him in 
the desert calling him Elijah. 

Enter stage left our first two prophets Haggai and 
Zechariah. As part of their ministry they were encouragers 
to see the work is completed. Haggai confronted them for 
their wrong thinking. The later temple was more glorious 
than the first because God’s presence was back. It had 
nothing to do with wealth. He contrasts their thinking with 
that of Moses and Elijah, neither of whom had wealth but 
both of whom had the Spirit of God on them. Haggai, 
enters the stage and is only around for three months but 
makes eight points to change their thinking. They had 
concluded God had caused this disaster and they were 
suffering from it. Haggai followed eight themes: 

1) you say its not the right time to build because you 
cannot provide beautiful gold and silver vessels and 
ornaments. But you have decorated houses for 
yourselves. I am looking for a beautiful people 
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adorned with beautiful generous and encouraging 
spirits 

2) You lack the energy because you think the task as too 
big ‘Be strong and build’, Stand up to the opposition, 
(both from within and without), and see the Lord fight 
the battles for you. 281 

3) Your older folk remember a bustling temple packed 
with gold, culture and ceremony. ‘Don’t despise the 
day of small beginnings’. Watch and rejoice at the 
growth of the spirit in the people. 282 

4) You thought you are called to build a nationwide 
landmark to be admired by the world. But this is the 
day of beginnings and you were called to build an 
indigenous church in a small town named Jerusalem. 
Build a beautiful people. 283 

5) You think you don’t have enough money or talent to 
build a house fit for God to live in but 7 will build my 
house and I will live in it \ 284 

6) You think when I say the glory of the latter house will 
be greater than the first I meant stone wealth and 


280 Haggai 1:2-11 (1 /6 ) 

281 Haggai 1: 8 (24/6 

282 Haggai 2: 3 (24 / 7 

283 Haggai 1: 9 

284 Haggai 1: 19 
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influence. I mean a bride of people fit for a bridegroom 
king. I mean a people of spiritual stature and grace just 
as I told you in the Exodus covenant when you took 
marriage vows, at Sinai, 285 

7) You think the lack of rain means work harder and store 
more in case of famine. But I have already told you, 
lack of rain means checkout your sin. You are building 
with people of unclean minds who are contaminated by 
foreign gods. Put away those gods and return. 

(When they confessed it the rain began next day two 
months late ) 286 

8) The final message was to honour Zerubbabel in front 
of the people. You think you are the king and must 
deliver alone. But you are my signet ring says God 
You are line of sceptre, Lower your ambitions as a king 
without the title and build a kingdom people that is 
without recognition. 287 

Zechariah overlapped Haggai by one-month and in Chapter 
eight, he carries on exactly where Micah left off. (Perhaps 
he gave the final rallying convention address)? 

The Lord Almighty says, Get on with the job and finish it! You have been 
listening long enough! For since you began laying the foundation of the 
Temple, the prophets have been telling you about the blessings that 


285 Haggai 2: 9 

286 Haggai 1: 9 

287 Haggai 2: 23 
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await you when it’s finished. Before the work began there were no jobs, 
no wages, no security; if you left the city, there was no assurance you 
would ever return, for crime was rampant. But it is all so different now 
says the Lord Almighty. For I am sowing peace and prosperity among 
you. Your crops will prosper; the grapevines will be weighted down with 
fruit; the ground will be fertile, with plenty of rain; all these blessings will 
be given to the people left in the land.‘‘May you be as poor as Judah,” the 
heathen used to say to those they cursed! But no longer! For now Judah 
is a word of blessing, not a curse. ‘‘May you be as prosperous and happy 
as Judah is,” they’ll say. So don’t be afraid or discouraged! Get on with 
rebuilding the Temple! 288 


Haggai’s final act was to prophesy over Zerubbabel: 

This is what the Lord All-Powerful says: ‘‘Zerubbabel son of Shealtiel, my 
servant, I have chosen you. I, the Lord, tell you that at that time I will use 
you like a signet ring to represent my authority!” 289 

Then taking the stage Zechariah 290 , He is a prophet and a 
priest. One of his first acts is to mark God’s hand-over of 
the batten between a time of Prophets to a time of Priest. 
Zechariah anointed Joshua the High Priest placing a crown 
on his head. This Joshua is not the son of Nun, he died 
soon after they entered the Promised Land. This Joshua is a 
high priest of the line of Melchizedek who was prophet, 
priest and king in the days of Abraham and was the only 


288 Zechariah 8: 9 ff TLB version. 

289 Haggai 2: 23. 

290 Which means ‘God Remembers’. 
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person to be recognised as prophet, priest and king up to 
this point 

Then Melchizedek king of Salem brought out bread and wine. He was 
priest of God Most High, and he blessed Abram, saying, “iBlessed be 
Abram by God Most High, Creator of Heaven and Earth. And blessed be 
God Most High, who will deliver your enemies into your hand. ” 291 . 


After this Zechariah is free to prophesy describe eight 
visions concerning the temple, the surrounding nations, the 
leaders and the people. 

1. Four horsemen who report there is peace all over the 
known world, so they are to use that time to build the 
temple before the third power (Greece) wages war and 
conquers them. 

2. Four cows that need de-horning are an encouragement 
that the four local interfering powers can do no damage 
and to take no notice of their threats and ridicule. 

3. A Promise that, although they are to build the walls 
now it is only a temporary measure until the numbers 
of people overwhelm the city, then God himself will 
become a spiritual wall around them because the whole 
world will want to come to Jerusalem. 


291 Genesis 14: 12-20, 15: 1 
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4. Next was a prophecy specifically for Joshua the high 
priest leader and those that were condemning him for 
past sins. Joshua was part of the priesthood that 
wanted to align with Egypt to defeat Babylon and 
therefore guilty of the destruction of the old temple and 
walls. Also, his children had married people outside of 
the people. Satan appears as the accusing council in 
the vision but the judge gives the sentence that he is to 
be plucked from the judgement fire and given a new set 
of holy clothes. 

5. Turning specifically to Zerubbabel he gives is a solemn 
reminder that his light and authority is only given as 
long as the oil flows from a higher tank of oil. “Not by 
might but by my spirit says the Lord”. That is why, 
when the crown was placed on his head the people 
were to shout “Grace to you Grace to you” 

6. Next he turned to Joshua and Zerubbabel as a team. 
Two olive trees feed an anointed priest and an anointed 
king. The same life giving oil (spirit) is to drive both 
as a team. 

7. Now he turns to the people. The flying scroll is 
promises protection over the nation enforced by 
spiritual angels who will curse anyone who steals, 
curses or bears false witness against God’s people. The 
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lying scroll will land on and destroy the enemy’s 
houses and land. 

8. He then reassures the people again. In this picture a 
measuring bucket is flying toward Jerusalem carried by 
accusers, it contains their sins. The lid was lead and 
heavy the bucket is carried off to Babylon in the East. 
This as a reminder they have received their punishment 
and as far as the East is from the West their sins had 
been carried away. God is satisfied! 

9. Finally, Zechariah reaffirms Daniel’s vision of the 
statue is still on track. Two horses have done their job 
and now the third horse is snorting and waiting to go, 
In Daniel’s vision this was the bronze thigh 
representing Greece. Alexander the great was indeed 
waiting in the wings and about to attack Babylon. 

Then he shouted at me and said, ‘‘Look, those horses that were going 
north finished their job in Babylon. They have calmed my spirit; I am not 
angry now!" 292 

Now the interval curtain slowly falls, narrators Malachi and 
Zechariah come front stage with a trailer as to what will 
happen in act two. When the curtain rises again, the local 
enemies- Damascus, Tyre, Askelon Gaza and Ashdod will 


797 Zechariah (r R 
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be reduced to villages or rubble. 293 (This was fulfilled when 
the Romans invaded). 

Malachi tells us that the curtain will rise again on a prophet 
like Elijah who is wandering the land preparing the way for 
messiah. 294 (This was fulfilled in John The Baptist) 

Zechariah trailers Act-two-scene-two in which this city of 
Jerusalem the people were struggling to build now, will be 
filled with massive crowds rejoice as a good king rides 
humbly and peacefully on a donkey. 

Rejoice greatly, daughter of Zion! Shout, daughter of Jerusalem! Behold, 
your king is coming to you, a righteous one bringing salvation. He is 
lowly, riding on a donkey—on a colt, the foal of a donkey. 295 

In the same act will come the transaction between Judas 
and the “ bad shepherds” which means the sheep will be 
scattered. 

The day my stick call favour was broken the unfaithful shepherds said ‘‘If 
it seems good to you, pay me my wages, but if not, don’t bother!” So they 
weighed out my wages-30 pieces of silver. Then God said to me, ‘‘Throw 
it to the potter-that exorbitant price at which they valued Me!” So I took 
the 30 pieces of silver and threw them into the temple for the potter. 296 


293 Zechariah 9: 1-8, 

294 Malachi 4: 6 

295 Zechariah 9: 9 

296 Zechariah 4: 11 -14 
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When the shepherd is smitten the sheep are scatted 297 

Act-two-scene-three, will open a later time, the massive 
forests growing cedars in Lebanon are burned up. Then 
God will whistle and bring his people back to their 
homeland. 

Open your gates, Lebanon—fire will devour your cedars! Wail, cypress 
tree! For the cedar has fallen. Those majestic ones are devastated. 

Wail, oaks of Jordan! For the thick forest is cut down! 298 


In two-thousand-and-four-AD, 129 fires burned five- 
hundred-and eighty-five hectares in Lebanon. In Two- 
thousand-and-five-AD, there were 117 fires in different 
regions of Lebanon. In two-thousand-and-seven-AD, 
Lebanon saw twelve-million trees burned in one day. It 
was known as “the black day for the environment 7 Today, 
the Jungle of Jordan has gone and Lebanon has one small 
forest left on one hill 299 

/ will whistle for them and gather them to come home. Though I 
scattered them among all peoples, they will remember Me. They and 
their children will survive and return. 

I will bring them in from, Egypt, Assyria, Gilead and Lebanon till there is 
no room for them. They will cross the turbulent sea and calm its raging 


297 Zechariah 11: 17 

298 Zechariah 11:1 

299 Source the Ministry of Agriculture 


Page 272 



Chapter 26 HAGGAIZECHARIAH AND MALACHI 


waves 300 

In nineteen-fifty, Israel past a law saying every Jew in the 
world is entitled to Israeli citizenship. Since then, people 
have returned from Iran, Yemen. North Africa, Iraq, Egypt, 
Pahlavi, Turkey, Russia, USA and other countries totalling 
seventy. 

Act-two-scene-four, the final scene, takes open with 
Jerusalem surrounded by armies. 

I will make Jerusalem a cup of reeling to all the surrounding peoples 
when they besiege Jerusalem. All the nations of the earth will be 
gathered together against Jerusalem. But I will make Jerusalem a 
massive stone, all who try to lift it will be cut to pieces. ...I will keep My 
eyes on the house of Judah. ...In that day I will make Judah like a fire- 
pot in a woodpile, like a burning torch among sheaves. They will devour 
on the right and on the left all the surrounding peoples, yet Jerusalem will 
remain in her place. ... Then I will pour out on the house of David and the 
inhabitants of Jerusalem a spirit of grace and supplication, when they will 
look toward Me whom they pierced. 301 


300 Zechariah 10: 8—11 

301 Zechariah 12: Iff 
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PREAMBLE TO WRITINGS 

We now turn to four books headed in the Hebrews as 
“Writings” We have cheated somewhat here because Ruth, 
Esther, Ezra, Chronicles, Daniel and Nehemiah (with 
Lamentations), were studied in their time sequence rather 
than strictly in the order of Hebrews scrolls. That leaves us 
with Psalms, Proverbs, Song of Songs, Ecclesiastes and 
Job. We might call them “Poetry” Books but that would not 
describe them fully. Proverbs, Song of Songs and 
Ecclesiastes are attributed to Solomon who wrote some 
parts and compiled others. Psalms is a collection of five 
“Hymn books” gathered together in sections more like the 
Church of England Prayer book. Job? My personal 
description is: “ A bunch of ex-theological friends, re¬ 
evaluating what they had been taught as students to meet a 
real mid-life crisis^. It is remarkable how modern their 
theological arguments are considering it took place in 
Abraham’s day. 

Here is a good place to introduce another quirk of the 
Hebrew language we will meet in this section. What a 
strange language Hebrew it is, it had no vowels - or at least 
ancient Hebrew did not have. Modern Hebrew inserts 
symbols as accents over or under letters to help the reader. 
But Hebrew does not have adjectives either. For that reason 
we have the title “Song of songs” for example, it is a 
Hebrew Idiom for “ The best of songs The very best of 
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songs would be “Song, Song, Song”. You will be familiar 
with this already in phrases like “King of Kings” and 
“Holy, Holy, Holy”. Some translations avoid the phrase by 
altering the title to “Songs of Solomon” but the songs are 
not penned by him. One other quirk of Hebrew we need to 
mention before we move on. You will already know from 
when we looked at Genesis, that 4 El ’ is the base word for God 
which has the suffix ‘Elohim'added to describe the three God 
of three persons Christians call the ‘Trinity’. The Psalms are 
human reactions and response to a life trying to live by God’s 
laws and prophetic pronouncements. Some are writers 
expressing frustration with God’s character. Some are 
expressions of jubilation or triumph. Psalms are not Prophesy 
or History. But it certainly contains both. In modem bibles 
prophesy, laws, narrative and history are distinguished with a 
justified font, whereas prose or passages spoken from the heart 
rather than the head are marked with left justified fonts, (or 
‘untidy right edge)’. Because it is an expression of God’s love 
or because his people are responding from the heart, 
noticeably, narrative passages use the singular term Yahweh - 
especially when instmctions are involved. Prose or heart 
passages on the other hand, tend to use the plural term Elohim 
to describe God. Why? I do not know. One doctrinal 
suggestion is that a singular God cannot ‘be’ love because love 
requires an object. I leave you to fathom that one out 
doctrinally, it is above my pay grade to fathom that out. 

Enough of the Hebrew grammar, what of the genre. 
Writings is good but too general. 
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Song of Songs is a headache for pious Christians. The 
Puritans got over their embarrassment by suggesting it 
should not be in the Cannon at all. But why then did Ezra 
and his team of one-and-twenty scribes decide it belonged 
in the cannon of the Old Testament? By the end of his life, 
Solomon had written three-thousand proverbs and one- 
thousand-and-five songs 302 . But despite the obstacle that 
Solomon had sixty wives by the time the book was written, 
it appears to have been written by or for the one true love of 
his life, the Shunammite shepherdess 303 . 

Nineteenth-century commentators treated the book as 
allegory , which it most certainly is not. Allegory is a 
fictional story with a hidden meaning. If you fancy a good 
belly laugh, you might read some allegoric commentary 
conclusions of that era. It most certainly can be treated as 
analogy however, we will draw out some lessons ourselves 
later. An allegory is one fact that is like another fact. Jesus 
often used analogies. “The kingdom of God is like... ”. 
“He told them a parable saying... ”. 

The discussion of the Song of Songs becomes more intense 
when we get to Greek influence on Biblical thinking. 
Hebrews and Greeks can never see eye to eye on life 
because Greek thinking always divides the spiritual and the 
secular. It must be one or the other. The very foundation of 

302 1 Kings 4: 32 

303 Shulamite—these seem to interchangeable 
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Greek life is based on a battle between mortals and the gods 
of spirit. The very foundation of Hebrew thinking is—One 
God made the spiritual and the physical and bound them 
together in mankind. If you want the first metaphor here, 
God made them male and female and said they should 
become one in spirit and flesh. Oh that we would revisit 
Marriage with that firmly in mind. Marriage is not 
partnership in God’s book. We get the legitimate analogy 
because God uses Marriage as a fundamental description of 
His relationship with His people. The book song-of-Songs 
is not allegorical. Pomegranates means Pomegranates, 
breasts means breasts. 
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Chapters 

BOOK IN BRIEF - JOB 

1: 1-2 

Job’s lament 

2: 4-27 

Three comforters argue 

28-41 

Monologues by Job, Elihu and God 

42 

Epilogue 

Figure 89: Outline Job 
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Chapter 27 JOB 

The author of the book is unknown, He is probably Hebrew 
because he uses the name YHWH for God. He is a real 
person and lives in a real place called Uz. Uz is just outside 
the lower borders of Israel. He is mentioned in ancient 
literature outside of Scripture, a wealthy man, a 
contemporary of Abraham but not quiet as rich as him. As 
a very highly regarded man by all the people of his day, 
when Job appeared at the city gates, the elderly would 
stand. 

There was a man in the land of Uz whose name was Job, and that man 
was blameless and upright, one who feared God and turned away from 
evil. There were born to him seven sons and three daughters. He pos¬ 
sessed 7,000 sheep, 3,000 camels, 500 yoke of oxen, and 500 female 
donkeys, and very many servants, so that this man was the greatest of all 
the people of the East. 304 

He was not considered “perfect” as some translators write 
but blameless as the word means. James describes a perfect 
man as: 

“...if anyone does not stumble in what he says, he is a perfect man, able 
also to bridle his whole body.” 305 

Ezekiel links Noah, Job and Daniel as the three most 
righteous men who ever lived 306 . Job is suffering, but he 


304 Job 1:1-3 (ESV). 

305 James 3: 2 (ESV) 

306 Ezekiel 14: 14-20 
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did not do anything to deserve it? The purpose of the book 
is to wrestle with the paradox of God’s sovereignty over all 
things and His goodness toward his people, and human 
suffering. The question his accuser asks is Does Job fear 
God for no reason? ” 307 

Some question if the book is fact or fiction. That is an 
unfair way to ask the question because it is too binary. 
Whichever side you choose will be wrong, the man, his 
wife and his comforters are real, the land is real, the time is 
real and the situation is real. On the other hand the poetic 
way it is written allows for an interpretation of the 
unfolding events. It is written in Hebrew couplets. It seem 
illogical that four disasters occur in such quick succession 
and each should only have one survivor to report the tale. It 
is not reasonable to suppose there was anyone present to 
take notes, If any of the four were to write it up after the 
event, one would surely stand out as having the better 
arguments or to have scored most points. It seems 
questionable that the narrator should be privy to the wager 
between God and Satan while Job is kept in the dark, 
especially as the comforters are reprimanded by God for 
being wrong in their counsel. Rather, this is in the same 
category as a historic play by Shakespeare, like his plays 
about the kings they are fact told with poetic licence. 


307 Job 1: 9 
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The question of the book is Why pain? Why so unfair? Why 
do the righteous suffer? But these are not Job’s questions. 
His question is, Why won’t you speak to me Lord? Why 
can’t you give me an answer? The answers from the four 
comforters come from four branches of theological 
indoctrination. Each assumes he must be right according to 
his ‘ denominational ’ point of view and fully expects God to 
fall in line with that view vindicate him. The problem with 
theology is it makes for a preconceived standpoint and 
produces impossible situations. Greek philosopher 
Epicurus states: 

Either God wants to abolish evil and cannot. 

Or he can but does not want to, 

Or cannot and does not want to 

But if he wants to and cannot then he is impotent. 

If he can and does not want to then he is wicked. 

Or if he can and is able how come there is evil 

If you believe in a bad God then no problem. If you believe 
He good you have a problem. 

If you believe God is weak you have no problem. If you 
believe he is all powerful you have problem. 

In my imagination, these guys all met at the same 
theological college. Although they emerged, one as Church 
of England, one as Quaker, one as Baptist and one as 
Unitarian, they labour the same doctrine from a different 
stance. None are prepared to give a little for fear of 


Page 282 



Chapter 27 JOB 


undermining other doctrines that pin nicely to their 
fundamental understanding of God. They had all reached 
the same underlying conclusion. “God punishes sin so you 
must have sinned”. Zophar steps up. He is not a good 
listener, he quotes his doctrine by rote learning rather than 
experience. In the concluding chapters, God said in no 
uncertain terms they were all wrong! So if your theology 
has reached any similar conclusion, you now know God’s 
view. 

One other thing to discuss before we look at the arguments, 
The narrator puts words into the mouth of God. Personally, 
I am not sure that the narrator was taken into heaven to 
witness a wager between God and the accuser. I suspect he 
had reached that conclusion because he had to make sense 
of what was happening in the spiritual realm. Job is not 
privy to the reason why this is all happening, so why should 
the narrator be? Nor am I sure that God has it in his nature 
to succumb to blackmail by a fallen angel. My personal 
view is that this is the deduction of the narrator to make the 
point that Job is the innocent party and is unaware of the 
reasons for these trying times. Please do not be dissuaded 
if you think otherwise. 

Faith is, trusting God has the answer, not persuading God to 
give you the answer. Peace does not come from finding the 
answer to your question, but relating to God enough not to 
worry that you don’t know the answer. Job never cursed 
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God, but he is in pain enough to curse the day he was born. 
But what sort of pain? Was it the physical pain? Was it the 
social pain of being at odds with his friends? Was it the 
mental pain of not finding an answer? These were true but 
the worst pain for a pious man like Job is the spiritual pain 
of not being able to hear God. That is a real pain challenge 
to faith and common to us all. 

Eliphaz and Bildad represent the two main fundamental 
stances of argument that have existed from the beginning of 
time to now. Eliphaz starts his theology from Genesis 
chapter-three and is built on the fact that all have sinned 308 . 
Bildad starts his theology from Genesis-one and is built on 
the omnipotence of a Creative God. 

Eliphaz was the eldest and gentlest so out of respect he 
went first. He solves the problem by denying there is a 
problem. After all, haven’t all sinned? You believe that, 
don’t you? God deals with sin by causing suffering. The 
wicked won’t prosper, or if they do they won’t be happy. 
Being a good charismatic he even claims a vision to back 
up his theological stance. This view is full of truth and is 
helpful to see the broad brush strokes, but God is above it 
and not limited by it. To conclude all your circumstances in 
life are answered by this doctrine of God is wrong 
according to God himself in chapter forty-two. 


308 Theological Jargon labels this as Transcendence theology 
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Bildad is next oldest. He hides behind the theology of 
God’s omnipotence. Creator God runs a moral universe. 
There is an automatic cause and effect. We are predestined 
on the basis of genetics and common material. If you did 
not sin then your ancestors must have done so. Your 
children must have been sinners because God has wiped 
them out. Have you heard that argument lately? I have. It 
hurts! Job interceded for his children and even offered 
sacrifices for them whenever they had a family get together, 
just in case they had inadvertently sinned. As the head of 
the family it was his priestly role, which he took seriously. 
Bildad’s theology was based on “might is right” and God is 
all powerful and therefore does right. That theology is also 
still around today. In chapter forty-two God says you too 
are wrong! 

Bildad accuses Job of filibustering his predecessors but 
then launches into a monologue himself. His theology 
relies on the omniscience of God. God knows all, and can 
see sin where you do not. Therefore, you must be 
unconsciously sinning. The answer is simple if you want to 
get better you must confess your sin otherwise you will 
carry on suffering and even die in sin. No “ifs or buts”, that 
is the way it is! Funny how the youngest always find things 
so black or white. Watch out, Chapter-forty-two says you 
are wrong as well. 
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In response, Job patiently runs through a list of sins. It is a 
list that Jesus himself could have been meditating on before 
He gave the sermon on the mount. In chapter-thirty-one he 
ticks them off the list and invites anyone to point out his 
failings. Telling lies, spreading fake news, always worked 
for what he got, never coveted, treated employees well, 
look after the needy, given to poor, worshipped only one 
God, prayed for enemies, always hospitable, not 
hypocritical and never abusive of the land. He cannot 
repent because he can’t think of any sin. Neither he nor 
they can argue because God won’t answer with an accusing 
finger either. 

Job asked God to communicate with him thirty-six times. 
Now, finally God shows up and asked Job the questions 
before Job can get his questions in. Where were you when 
I created the universe? Do you understand how creation fits 
together? Do you understand the basic laws that hold the 
universe together? 

At last God is back speaking to Job. That is all Job had 
ever wanted; He was now content. It was enough to know 
the relationship was still fine. Do you know that feeling? I 
do! 
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Chapters 

BOOK IN BRIEF - PROVERBS 

1: 1-7 

Introduction. 

1:9-9: 18 

Fatherly advice about Bad women. 

10: 1 -22: 16 

Solomon's Collection of proverbs Volume 1. 

22: 17-24: 34 

Wisdom in society collection of the wise Volume 2. 

25 -29 

Hezekiah’s Collection of proverbs volume 3. 

31: 1-35 

Motherly advice about good women. 


Figure 90: Outline Proverbs 
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Chapter 28 PROVERBS 

What is a proverb? It is a pithy saying that carries a general 
truth. ‘A stitch in time saves one-thousand-and-fifty-seven 
stitches and a patch’, carries the same sentiment but it is 
neither pithy nor memorable. 

A proverb is not a law. It is not cause and effect. It is not a 
requirement that we make a stitch in a garment in case it 
gets torn. It is not a promise. ‘An apple a day keeps the 
doctor away \ carries no guarantee and cannot be regarded 
as true in every case only helpful in general. The 
underlying principle of a proverb is good advice for healthy 
living in a short sharp statement. This is important because 
we are not entitled to read proverbs and say God has 
promised. If God wants to use a proverb to apply a truth it 
must have a second ingredient, a confirmation that this will 
apply to you personally. 

When a child of God reads in proverbs, 6 The craftsman 
with his skills will serve before Kings it is not a promise 
from God of high things to come. Many have taken a 
proverb to be a promise from God without the second 
ingredient and some have lost their faith when things fail to 
materialise. Proverbs are only a general observation. To 
make a proverb of my own I might suggest: ‘bet each way 
- it is not a certainty- unless you have inside information 7 We 
have no God given right to treat wisdom literature as a 
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promise per-say. I have heard some claim God has broken 
his promise over the verse, ‘Train up a child in the way he 
should go; even when he is old, he will not depart from it’. 
It is not a promise but a general observation. Solomon lays 
that principle out in his Introduction. 

The proverbs of Solomon, the son of David, king of Israel; 

This book is to know wisdom and chastening; to understand prudent 
words; and to receive the direction of prudence, justice, judgment, and 
equity. 

Proverbs give prudence to the simple of understanding, and to the youth 
knowledge and council. If any wise person will hear them, quality of life will 
increase, and the man of understanding will acquire wise counsel: 

To understand a parable and its interpretation; The fear of the LORD is 
the beginning of knowledge, those that heed them will become wise those that 
don’t are fools and the consequence of their actions will be their chastisement . 309 

The initial compiler of the book was Solomon but others 
added after him. His aim was to make prudence common 
in the land. Today we might commission a song writer to 
spread an attitude or viewpoint throughout the land. In 
early Church influence when people could not read, it is 
amazing how much scripture they knew through Celtic 
songs or ‘Spirituals’. Prudence is the ability to make good 
choices. Prudence to the simple means pithy statements 
that make complicated choices easier, be they in song or 
proverb. 


309 Proverbs 1:1-9 
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Solomon has the reputation of being wise but reputation is 
not always accurate. Solomon was wise for everyone else 
but not always so for himself. The first nine chapters are 
preparatory warnings for the youth about life relationships. 
He spends a good deal of time telling his son what to avoid 
in his choice of a wife, but he had seven-hundred attempts 
at it before he got one right. He added a further three- 
hundred concubines before he found one deep soul-mate. 
That is not wisdom by any stretch of the imagination. 
Untold torment of all the failed relationships left behind 
spoiled lives of so many women. From all that he expected 
from his requirements listed in the first nine chapters, it is 
little surprise he was so ‘ Lamentable’ by middle age. 
Contrast that with the wisdom of his wife who is much 
more positive about women in chapter-thirty-one. 


Wisdom is important in the common life of all, in the street, 
in the market place or in the work place. Solomon may 
have had many big projects that turned out well, these gave 
him wisdom in the eyes of the world, but he caused disaster 
in the lives of his subjects. He spoke of wisdom in trade 
deals which to him really only meant he got a good bargain. 
He gives wisdom about discipline but for his workers he 
introduced Egyptian style bond labour. After his death the 
people asked his son to be a bit more lenient on them 
because the burden placed on them by Solomon had been 
so great. 
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Proverbs are so familiar people don’t know where they 
come from, nine-hundred proverbs cover: wisdom and 
folly; pride and humility; love and lust; wealth and poverty; 
work and leisure; masters and servants; husbands and 
wives. Most are black or white in nature, proverbs rarely 
deal with the grey in life. 

They are not religious per-say, they do not divide the 
secular and sacred. But that is because they were written 
before Greek thinking separated the sacred and the secular 
by with a large gulf. Today, ‘good living’ means wealth but 
in Solomon’s time good living meant moral living. 
Solomon cannot be held as an example here either with his 
life of material comfort. Likewise, folly and Wisdom were 
moral qualities not mental as we view them today disability 
was mental or physical was viewed much more leniently 
then than now. Wisdom may never make you wealthy or 
popular, it may not give you an educational degree or a 
powerful position, it is meant to change the heart, the 
morality, the outlook on life and make life’s travel more 
comfortable on the inside. 

From chapter-twenty-two on, Solomon collected proverbs 
from his world travels. Many from this section come from 
Arabia and Egypt. The queen of Sheba came to hear 
Solomon’s wisdom, bringing with her some of her own 
sayings to go in his book. One section is lifted from a copy 
of king Hezekiah’s ‘clever sayings’. 
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BOOK IN BRIEF - SONG OF SONGS 

Chapters 


1-3: 5 

The courtship and betrothal 


dreams of separation 

3: 6-5: 1 

The marriage 


Royal procession and joining as one 

5: 2-8: 14 

Maturity in Marriage 


The search for her husband and recognition of his 

ministry 



Figure 91: Outline Song of Songs 
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Chapter 29 SONG OF SONGS 

I bet you were never taught from this book in Sunday 
school! 

I will rephrase the question for the sake of the Puritans. 
Were you ever taught from this book in Sunday School? 
The Puritans were not the first to ask what is this book 
doing in scripture? God is not mentioned in it. At least the 
book of Esther has God hidden in acrostic form and has a 
tale to tell of how God’s people survived. Is there anything 
spiritual in this book? There is nothing about salvation, 
prayer of heaven. What makes it unsuitable for Sunday 
school? The teacher’s embarrassment perhaps? But it has 
all the elements of Cinderella in it. 

We are told Solomon wrote one-thousand-and-five songs. 
This is the only one that survived. The song takes place in 
lower Galilee where Solomon owned estates and stables. If 
Solomon had not taken six-hundred other wives, (we are 
not told if before or after this account with the Shulamite 
shepherdess), this would have a perfect picture of God’s 
intention of marriage and the perfect picture of how God 
views his bride the Church. In short, as it is written, it 
could be the same story repeated a thousand times in Mills 
& Boone books. 

Some commentators teach that in this song Solomon is a 
type of Christ and that the Shulamite is a type of the 
Church. In this book Solomon is most definitely not a type 
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of Jesus Christ. But the story in its intended form teaches 
much about the relationship God looks for in His Son’s 
bride the Church. 

King Solomon decides to take time away from politics at 
the palace of Jerusalem and spend a holiday on his estates at 
the foot of Mount Herman. He took off his robes and put 
on his jeans to spend time with his beloved horses and 
sheep in the cooler hills of Lebanon. On those estates, a 
tenant farmer had died and left his farm, splitting it between 
his sons and two daughters, the youngest daughter was still 
under the care of the older sister. The sons treated the elder 
daughter like Cinderella. She ran their farms and looked 
after the youngest sister. She become so exhausted she had 
to neglect her own small holding. One day, this 
Shunammite woman, tired, dishevelled and in her working 
cloths, met the king in his jeans as he watered his sheep and 
horses at the watering hole. They started chatting and love 
developed. King Solomon never revealed his true identity 
and by the end of his holiday break, Solomon said simply 
that he had business to attend to in town but would be back 
to marry her soon. The couple parted and the woman is left 
wondering if this was just a holiday romance on the part of 
this young man. It could happen to anyone! 

What happens next? A series of dreams what else? So far in 
our studies, dreams have been important. They are usually 
prophetic and interpreted by a trusted spiritual person to 
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mean something obscure to the dreamer, but of significance 
to the nations as a whole. In wisdom books we need to be 
careful, lessons to be learned there are in plenty, but they 
are like parables based on real people. Song of Songs has 
two obvious parallels, Jesus and His bride the church and 
the new believer and his or her Lord, the lessons are the 
same. At first the lover expects her suitor to come looking 
for her, everything else in life is cast aside for her 
expectation that he will turn up and spend time only with 
her. But as the relationship develops she becomes 
disappointed because he does not turn up at her beckoned 
call. Gradually it dawns on her that he has other 
responsibilities that are essential to his office, if she wants 
to be with him she will have to find where he is and get out 
there and join him. The immature church is the church that 
thinks God should show up on a Sunday and satisfy their 
passion for worship and give them undivided attention. 
Moving on to maturity means to find where God is working 
in the world and get out there alongside. Those that expect 
God to show up at their house all the time, not only miss 
the point but also quickly lose interest for lack of passion. 
This book more than any other demonstrates the 
misconception that God loves you alone. God so loved the 
world that gave his only son that you who believe might 
have eternal life but you have no right to stop there because 
Jesus did not. You must continue in the context of the next 
verses because his work is not complete in saving you but 
must continue on into the whole world. ‘Whosoever’ is 
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only part of the whole. Don’t miss the three little dots 
joining John three-sixteen with John three-twenty-one: 

But those come to the true love go into the light in order that their light may 
show that they were obedient to him. 310 

The woman at the well saw the link in the example. 
Immediately she saw the love of a saviour she went and 
brought her neighbours. That’s the reality of it not the 
practicality of it. How this principle is to be worked out in 
real life required a good deal of thought on the part of the 
Shunammite woman. Her returning love made sure she 
found the answer to being with her lover. She must go to 
him not expect him to come to her. That requires initiative 
on the part of the bride but it also limits the scope to being 
where He is. Good works are not always God’s works. 


310 John 3: 21 see BBE version 
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BOOK IN BRIEF - PSALMS 


Chapters 




Book 1 

1-41 

mostly David 

(41 psalms) 

Book 2 

42-72 

Sons of Korah 

(30 psalms) 

Book 3 

73-89 

Sons of Korah 

(16 psalms) 

Book 4 

90-106 

Anonymous 

(16 psalms) 

Book 5 

107-150 

Mainly David but Moses wrote one 

(43 psalms) 


Figure 92: Outline Psalms 
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Chapter 30 PSALMS 

The book of Psalms is the easiest book to find in the Bible, 
you just open the bible at the halfway point and its there. It 
is probable the easiest to read also as it needs little 
explanation. 

It was written two-thousand-five-hundred-years ago and is 
still very popular today. 

The word psalm primarily means to pluck and it refers to 
the playing of string instruments. It is almost the same 
word as Jewish word which means praise. “Praises” is the 
title in the Jewish bible. Some psalms are personal, some 
are social. One commentator fits them into one of three 
categories: Please psalms, Thank-you psalms or Sorry 
psalms. The psalm book is more of a folk songbook than a 
hymn-book for temple worship. It expresses situations 
referring to many customs of the day which are often 
missed because the psalms spread over such a long time 
period. Today we would probably send flowers to a funeral 
but in the time of Psalms, people would send tears in a 
bottle for example. To get the best understanding of a 
psalm, a knowledge of the customs at the time and place is 
helpful. 

The book of Psalms in our bible is really five volumes in 
the original but the headings are still intact as you read 
through. Psalms are not there to analyse for themselves, 
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Analysis tends to be a cold intellectual study but these are 
deep expressions from the writers’ heart. They are 
expressions of the emotions and especially underpinned in 
the need of love. 

There are other psalms in scripture outside of this book, 
Moses, Deborah, Judges, Hannah Samuel, Job, Isaiah, 
Hezekiah, Jeremiah, and Jonah all wrote psalms. Moses 
wrote psalm ninety which is the oldest psalm in the book. 
We still sing it today especially on ceremonial occasions 
and probably know it best as “O God our help in ages past”. 
The sons of Korah wrote a large section. Korah opposed 
Moses way back in Exodus. His sons became worship 
leaders in the temple and down through the ages his 
offspring were especially gifted in writing and compiling 
many psalms with their music. 

Poetry is sparked by the emotional feelings and not by the 
intellect, so besides the three categories mentioned earlier, 
they can also be grouped into: Lament, Gratitude, 
Penitence, Praise and Psalms of accent, (or anticipation). 
Psalms of accent are the songs people sang together as they 
started the hill climb up to Jerusalem especially at Passover. 

Life is unfair! The Lament expresses that emotionally and 
is sung as a slow dirge. In the psalms it takes a format: the 
cry, the complaint, the confession of trust in God, the 
petition and finally a vow of praise based on the honest 
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expression 7 can’t praise you now but I will when you 
deliver 

Psalms of gratitude also follow a pattern: first the 
proclamation of gratitude then a statement about what the 
singer is going to praise God for, then the testimony of 
God’s faithfulness and finally praise. 

Prophetic psalms are different to other prophesy. 
Meditating alongside life’s experiences is the best method 
of understanding these. By ‘putting myself in another’s 
shoes The writers often expressed situations beyond their 
own experience. David put himself into the shoes of Jesus 
in psalm twenty-two and others. David himself never went 
through all the things mentioned, but he able not only to see 
his descendent going through it on the cross, but almost to 
feel it: 

• Even before birth, He knew God 

• God will declare him his son 

• Forsaken by God 

• He will put all things under his feet 

• He will not let him see corruption 

• Scorned and mocked 

• He will have hands and feet pierced 

• All his bones spread apart 

• My tongue cleaves to my jaws. 

• His cloths will be gambled for 
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• He will be accused by false witnesses 

• He will be hated without cause 

• He will be betrayed by a friend 

• He will be given vinegar and Gaul to drink 

• He will pray for his enemies 

• The betrayers’ office given to another 

• It is done 

Poetic in language it may be but David could not have 
known what he was writing would fit so prophetically into 
one short space of time in the life of His Messiah. 


Page 303 



Surfing the Old Testament Scriptures 


Page 304 



